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200 S. Hamilton Rd.  Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4010 (Phone)  614.342.4100 (Fax) 

 
April 14, 2021 
 
LeVeck Commercial Construction 
625 Eastgate Pkwy 
Gahanna, OH 43230 
 
RE:   Project 6579 Taylor Rd Variance Comment Letter 
  
  
Dear LeVeck Commercial Construction: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Parks 

1. No Comments Per Julie Predieri 
 

Engineering 

2. Engineering has no objections to the requested variance. 
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 



 

STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 

Final Development Plan (FDP), Design Review (DR), and variance approval has been requested to 

construct approximately 250,000 square feet of industrial, flex, and storage space.  The property is 

located within the Office, Commerce, and Technology (OCT) zoning which permits the uses by right.  In 

fact, similar development was approved and has recently completed construction on the adjacent 

property to the east. 

The subject property is located on Taylor Rd, just west of Eastgate Pkwy.  Development in the area 

primarily consists of industrial, manufacturing, and storage of materials.  Truck traffic is common with 

these uses with a low amount of visitor traffic. 

 

Final Development Plan 

Planning Commission shall approve an FDP application if the following four conditions are met: 

A. The proposed development meets the applicable development standards of this Zoning 

Ordinance. 

B. The proposed development is in accord with appropriate plans for the area. 

C. The proposed development would not have undesirable effects on the surrounding area. 

D. The proposed development would be in keeping with the existing land use character and 

physical development potential of the area. 

 

Design Review 

The property is zoned OCT and is therefore subject to the standards of Design Review District 4 (DRD-4).  

Relevant standards include the following: 

• Parking shall accommodate employees and not degrade the appearance of the development. 

• Building materials are important to protect property values but a more liberal standard should 

be applied to OCT. 

• Landscaping should be used to maximize visual interest. 

• Access should be limited in number but well defined to all traffic. 

 

The proposed building materials, building design, and landscaping meet the requirements of the code.  

OCT has increased design standards over general commercial districts; however, these mainly apply to 

buildings that are primarily office in nature.  Additionally, the proposed design/materials are similar to 

the project on the adjacent property that recently completed construction. 

 

Variance  

Variances have been requested to permit a reduced setback along Taylor Rd for both buildings and 

parking.  Setbacks in OCT vary based on proposed use.  Industrial uses such as these require a 75’ 

building setback and a 45’ setback for parking areas adjacent to the right-of-way of Taylor Rd.  The 

applicant is requesting a 40’ building setback and a 25’ parking setback.   

 



 

Staff anticipates the zoning code rewrite to allow for a lesser setback than the current code.  This is 

consistent with recommendations of the land use plan which call for setbacks of 0-50 feet. 

 

Planning Commission shall not grant a variance unless it finds that all the following conditions apply: 

a) There are special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use referred to in 

the application. 

b) The granting of the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial 

property rights. 

c) The granting of the application will not materially affect adversely the health or safety of 

persons residing or working in the neighborhood of the proposed use and will not be materially 

detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in such 

neighborhood. 

 

Recommendation 

The subject property is zoned to permit the requested uses.  The land use plan designates the property 

as Industrial, Research, and Innovation.  The requested uses are permissible within the land use 

designation.  The surrounding properties are developed with similar uses at similar intensities.  Staff 

believes the requested applications should be approved as submitted. 

 

Location/Zoning Map 

 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  

Michael Blackford, AICP 

Director of Planning 
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