












 

200 S. Hamilton Rd.  Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4010 (Phone)  614.342.4100 (Fax) 

 
April 14, 2021 
 
Suncraft Corporation Inc 
122 W. Johnstown Rd. 
Gahanna, OH 43230 
 
RE:   Project 252 Deer Meadow Dr Variance Comment Letter 
  
Dear Suncraft Corporation Inc: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Community Development 

1. Informational Comment - The variance appears appropriate given the physical development of the 
property and the fact that zoning regulations have changed since construction of the property.  Please 
see forthcoming staff report for additional comments. 

 

Engineering 

2. No comment. 
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 



 

STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 

Applicant is requesting a variance to reduce the side yard setback to allow the construction of a deck 

and screened in porch.  The property is zoned single family (SF-2).  SF -2 requires a 10’ side yard setback.  

A reduction of 2.3’ or a 7.7’ setback is requested.  The home was built in 1990 and was built to a setback 

of 7.7’.  Approving the variance would permit the screened in porch and deck to be built to the same 

setback as the home. 

Staff has researched the history of the property.  In 1990 the property was zoned R-2.  R-2 required a 

minimum side yard setback of 7.5’.  The change in zoning code explains why this home and other homes 

in the neighborhood were built to standards that differ from today’s code requirements. 

Variance  

Planning Commission shall not grant a variance unless it finds that all of the following conditions apply: 

a) There are special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use referred to in 

the application. 

b) The granting of the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial 

property rights. 

c) The granting of the application will not materially affect adversely the health or safety of 

persons residing or working in the neighborhood of the proposed use and will not be materially 

detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in such 

neighborhood. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the variance.  Strict adherence to the zoning code is not always desirable.  

Allowing flexibility in the placement of the improvements will allow for a more aesthetically pleasing 

appearance as the screened in porch and deck will be in alignment with the home.   

 

Additionally, granting the variance would not appear to negatively impact surrounding properties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Location/Zoning Map 

 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  

Michael Blackford, AICP 

Director of Planning 


