
























 

200 S. Hamilton Rd.  Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4010 (Phone)  614.342.4100 (Fax) 

 
October 13, 2020 
 
KS Empire LLC 
7266 Sorrelwood Ct 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 
 
RE:   Project 370 S Hamilton Rd Variance Comment Letter 
  
Dear KS Empire LLC: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Engineering 

1. No comments at this time. 
 

Parks 

2. No Comment Per Julie Prederi 
 

Community Development 

3. Informational Comment - No objection to the variance(s).  The request appears consistent with other 
recent approvals and should have no adverse impacts.  See forthcoming staff report for additional 
details. 

 

Fire District 

4.  The fire division has no objection to the variance. Signs are not referenced in the 
2017 Ohio Fire Code.  

 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 



 

PLANNING STAFF REPORT 

Summary 

A variance to Chapter 1165.09(a)(4) electronic signs has been requested for the Tim Hortons located at 

370 S. Hamilton Rd.  The property is zoned Planned Unit Development (PUD).  PUDs often have unique 

requirements pertaining to development of properties within these districts but there are not unique 

requirements related to signage.  Requests related to signage are subject to the same standards as other 

commercially zoned properties. 

 

If granted, the variance would apply to signs located within the drive through.  Lighting and movement 

of signs located in the drive through wouldn’t appear to create an adverse impact as the drive through is 

located to the rear of the building and away from Hamilton Road.  Driver distraction is one of the main 

concerns with electronic signs and why the code limits the amount of changes (daily) and colors. 

 

A similar variance has been granted for the McDonalds located just to the north of this property.  To 

staff’s knowledge the electronic signs have not created any unsafe conditions. 

 

Variance  

Requests to vary the requirements of the code related to signage are subject to Chapter 1165.12.   It 

should be noted that variances related to area requirements are held to a lesser standard than those 

related to use.  Criteria related to an area variance includes the following: 

A. Whether the property in question will yield a reasonable return or whether there can be 

any beneficial use of the property without the variance; 

B. Whether the variance is substantial; 

C. Whether the essential character of the neighborhood would be substantially altered or 

whether adjoining properties would suffer a substantial detriment as a result of the 

variance; 

D. Whether the variance would adversely affect the delivery of governmental services (e.g., 

water, sewer, refuse); 

E. Whether the property owner purchased the property with the knowledge of the zoning 

restriction; 

F. Whether the property owner’s predicament feasibly can be obviated through some 

method other than a variance; 

G. Whether the spirit and intent behind the zoning requirement would be observed and 

substantial justice done by granting the variance; 

H. Whether the sign is sufficiently compatible with the architectural and design character 

of the immediate neighborhood and all graphic design standards established for the 

district; and 

I. Whether the sign will be hazardous to passing traffic or otherwise detrimental to the 

public safety and welfare. 

 

 



 

• Chapter 1165.09(a)(4)(B)/(C)/(D) – Electronic Signs 

o The application is requesting relief from the provision to limit electronic portion of the 

sign to no more than 1/3 of the sign advertising display area, limiting the message 

changes to no more than once a day, and limiting colors to amber or white. 

 

 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the application as submitted.  Approval of the signs would not appear to 

create an unsafe condition.  Approval would also be consistent with other recently approved variances 

for electronic signs for drive throughs. 

 

Location/Zoning Map 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted By:  

Michael Blackford, AICP 

City Planner/Zoning Administrator 


