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Trends in Regional Safety

• 196,792 crashes were reported an overall increase of 21%

• 498,131 people were involved an overall increase of 20%

• 528 people were killed an overall increase of 28%

• 4,323 people were seriously injured an overall decrease of 4%

BETWEEN 2013 – 2017 IN CENTRAL OHIO:



Central Ohio vs Statewide
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Is there a correlation between rate of growth 
and crashes?
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Costs of These Trends

• 196,792 crashes were reported an overall increase of 21%

• 498,131 people were involved an overall increase of 20%

• 528 people were killed an overall increase of 28%

• 4,323 people were seriously injured an overall decrease of 4%

BETWEEN 2013 – 2017 IN CENTRAL OHIO:

= $8 billion

= $855 million

= $626 million



1. Engage & Establish Leadership
• Regional safety stakeholders

2. Data Compilation and Analysis
• Analyze crash data & determine emphasis areas

3. Priority Safety Location Identification
• Identify emphasis locations

4. Regional Safety Action Plan and Safety 
Strategy Development
• Identify and prioritize strategies

5. Implementation and Evaluation
• Implementation Committee

Central Ohio Transportation Safety Plan

FHWA, Local Road Safety Plans

Planning Process



Six E’s of Safety
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Serious Crash Types

• Fixed Object

• Rear End

• Angle

• Left Turn

• Head On

Vulnerable Roadway Users

• Pedestrians

• Bicyclists

• Motorcyclists

Driving Safety Concerns

• Impaired Driving (Alcohol/Drug)

• Restraint/Seat Belt

• Speed

• Age

• Distracted Driving

Emerging Technologies

• Autonomous/Connected Vehicle

• Electric Vehicles

• Electric Scooters

Regional Safety Priorities / Emphasis Areas



Serious Crash Types
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Total Fatalities and Serious Injuries by Crash Type (2013-2017)



Vulnerable Roadway Users

Pedestrians

Bicyclists

Motorcyclists

Fatal & Serious Injury Rate by Unit TypePercentage of Units Involved 

in Crashes by Unit Type



Driving Safety Concerns

Impaired Driving 

(Alcohol/Drug)

Speed
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Emerging Technologies

Autonomous/

Connected Vehicles

Electric Vehicles

Electric Scooters



Safety Strategies



Priority Safety Locations



Gahanna Crash Trends: 2013 - 2017

3,518 (> 700 crashes per year)

 9.3% increase over time

48 serious injuries

24 pedestrian-involved crashes 

24 bicycle-involved crashes

Contributing Factors for 
Serious Injuries:

• 18.8% Impaired Driving

• 18.8% Distracted Driving

• 16.7% Speeding





> Dedicate September as Safety Awareness Month

> Encourage Governor to pass a primary Distracted Driving 
Legislation

> Pass a Distracted Driving / Hands-Free Ordinance

> Pass a Complete Streets Policy 

Options for Action



THANK YOU!
KERSTIN CARR
Director, Planning & Sustainability

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

T: 614.233.4163

kcarr@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, OH 43215 

mailto:lcardoni@morpc.org

