












To City of Gahanna                                                                                  Date August 21, 2019

Michael Blackford

Response to comments:

2. Community development requires new trees  to be specified 3” caliper

Tree list:

4- hardy rubber tree 3” cal.                 46-common Hackberry 3” cal.

20-Parrotia Persica 3”cal.                    5-Armstrong red maple 3”cal.

3. Public Service and engineering:
Site lines will be improved at 4 way stop by removing plants and portion of mound. Installing
low ground cover type of plants.   Stone slab along Hamilton rd. and Morse Rd. will not change
site lines, only prevent mulch from washing from bed on to sidewalk to create terraces on
existing slope.

4. Parks:  we have changed plant variety from Canada Red Cherry to Celtis Occ. Common
Hackberry these are hardy, drought resistant trees that should perform well in island plantings.
Acer Rub. Armstrong have been substituted for Bowhall .   These have better root system and
also relatively drought tolerant.. side note Many of the planting islands do have existing
irrigation.
This should address all questions listed on letter from the City.

Thanks,
Michael Moulton C.L.P. Industry certified



 

200 S. Hamilton Rd.  Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4010 (Phone)  614.342.4100 (Fax) 

 
September 4, 2019 
 
Five Seasons Landscape 
9886 Mink St 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 
 
RE:   Project Stoneridge Plaza Design Review 
  
Dear Five Seasons Landscape: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Building 

1. No comments.  No review by the Building Division is required for the landscaping. 
 

Fire District 

2. No Comment Received  
 
 

Public Safety 

3. No Comment Received 
 
 

Soil & Water Conservation District 

4. No Comment Received.  
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 
A Design Review application has been submitted for Stoneridge Plaza in order to plant new trees and 
shrubs.  The request seeks to replace existing vegetation that is unhealthy, undesirable, or obstructing 
views with new plantings.   

The zoning code has minimal language for plantings, it does not require or prohibit certain species types.  
It does however provide for a minimum caliper size of three inches. The City Forester has reviewed the 
request for planting appropriateness.  After some discussion, the applicant has revised his planting list to 
meet the recommendations of the City Forester.  There are no unresolved staff comments. 

Planting List 

  

An additional component of this request is to remove the hedge and mound that obstructs views at 
internal intersections and replace it with shrubs and perennials.   

This is the third application in the past year or two for Stoneridge Plaza.  The first was a design review to 
update the façades and the second was to adopt a master sign plan. 

Design Review 
General review criteria for Design Review applications include the following: 

• Are stylistically compatible with other new, renovated, and existing structures in the applicable 
Design Review District in order to maintain design continuity and provide protection of existing 
design environment. 

• Contribute to the improvement and upgrading of the architectural and design character of the 
Design Review District. 

• Contribute to the continuing economic and community vitality of the Design Review District 
• Maintain, protect and enhance the physical surroundings of the Design Review District. 

 
The majority of design review standards are not relevant to a request of this scope.  Below are the most 
relevant standards of Design Review District 3 (DRD-3) General Commercial.   

• Parking in commercial areas shall add visual interest to the development and enhance the 
development. 

• Islands of landscape shall be in the center and perimeter of the commercial development 
parking areas. 
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• Variety, size, spacing, color and geographic orientation should be considered during the 
evaluation to determine the effect on the commercial site. 

 
Recommendation 
It is Planning and Development staff’s opinion that the requested application is consistent with the 
zoning code. 
 
Location/Zoning Map 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford, AICP 
Deputy Director 
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