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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 
The applicant is requesting a variance to CH 1171.03(h) “Privacy and/or chain link fences shall 
be prohibited in the side and front yards.”  The applicant requests a privacy fence six feet in 
height in the side yard. 

The applicant has provided that the privacy fence is necessary in order to shield the hot tub 
from adjacent properties.  The hot tub is located in the side yard.  The code does not permit 
privacy fences in the side yard, instead, it permits decorative open fences.  If the variance is not 
approved, then the permitted fence would be a decorative fence (open face area of at least 
30%) and height would be limited to 42”. 

Variance 
Fence variances are subject to the criteria found in CH 1171.05.  Planning Commission shall 
consider the following factors: 

a) Whether the property in question will yield a reasonable return; 
b) Whether the variance is substantial; 
c) Whether the essential character of the neighborhood would be substantially altered by 

granting the variance; 
d) Whether the variance would adversely affect the delivery of government services; 
e) Whether the property owner purchased the property with the knowledge of the zoning 

restriction; 
f) Whether the property owner’s predicament can be remedied through a method other 

than a variance; 
g) Whether the spirt and intent of zoning requirement would be observed and substantial 

justice done by granting the variance; 
h) Whether the fence is sufficiently compatible with the architectural character of the 

neighborhood; 
i) Whether the fence will be hazardous to traffic or otherwise detrimental to the public 

safety and welfare. 
 

Staff recommends approval of the fence with the following conditions: 
1. Comments from the City Engineer related to the easement and the location of the fence and/or 

hot tub are incorporated into the motion. 
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2. Replacement of the fence in the side yard would not be permissible if the hot tub is removed 
from the side yard.  If the hot tub is removed or relocated, any new fencing in the side yard 
must comply with code. 

3. Planning Commission may want to consider limiting the style and materials of the fence. 
 
Location Map 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford, AICP 
Deputy Director 



200 S. Hamilton Road, Gahanna, OH  43230 
Phone(614)342-4010  Fax(614)342-4100 

October 27, 2017 

Samuel M Offord 
00883 Hunters Glen Dr 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

RE:  Project 883 Hunters Glen Dr 

Dear Samuel M Offord: 

The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.  

Public Safety - Complete 

1. No comment. Per Sheila Murphy

Building - Complete 

2. No Comment Per Ken Fultz

Community Development - Complete 

3. No comments/issues related to the requested variance.

Public Service & Engineering - Complete 

4. Per a previous site visit, the hot tub was located outside the existing easement.  Should the hot tub
encroach into the existing easement, it shall be relocated at the owners expense within 48 hours any
notification by the City of Gahanna or their designee.  If the hot tub is not removed within the
allocated time frame, the City or their designee shall have the right to remove the hot tub. The owner
shall be assessed for any costs incurred for the removal and the City shall not be liable for any
damages or loss associated with the removal.
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5. The proposed fence will encroach into the existing easement.  The fence shall be relocated/removed at 
the owners expense within 48 hours any notification by the City of Gahanna or their designee.  If not 
removed within the allocated time frame, the City or their designee shall have the right to remove the 
fence. The owner shall be assessed for any costs incurred for the removal and the City shall not be 
liable for any damages or loss associated with the removal. 

 
 

Fire District - Pending 
 

6. No Comment made by the Fire Department 
 
 

Parks - Pending 

 
7. No Comment made by the Parks Department 

 
 

Soil & Water Conservation District - Pending 

 
8. No Comment made by Franklin County Soil and Water 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 


