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APPLICATION STAFF COMMENTS 
DUE: Wednesdays - 10 AM 

 

To SUBMIT: File>SAVE AS ADOBE PDF with naming convention: “Staff Comments – YOURNAME” to: 
T:/Zoning/Applications IN PROGRESS/(the project folder) 

   
Project/Property Address or Location: _____________________________________________ 
 
Project Name/Business Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

Name: _________________________________ Title: ________________________________ 
 
Department: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Request Summary 
The applicants request Design Review and Variance approval in order to permit an outdoor patio area designed to host 
wedding and similar special events.  The variance is required in order to permit a 7’ fence.  The code limits fence height to 
6’.  The applicant has provided reasons why the fence variance is necessary.  Essentially, the increased fence height is 
necessary to screen the event space from other activities in the shopping center. 
 
The request is similar in design and materials to a 2016 request.  At that time, La Navona was performing interior and 
exterior improvements as they were converting from a restaurant to an event center.  
 
Variance Criteria 
Planning Commission shall not grant a variance unless it finds that all of the following conditions apply to the case in 
questions: 

a) There are special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use referred to in the application. 
 
The development of the shopping center may constitute a special condition.  The surrounding uses are not 
conducive to the enjoyment of outdoor spaces.  Surrounding uses are functional to the shopping center, i.e., 
dumpsters and service entrances.  It appears that the fence height is necessary to screen the event space from 
surrounding properties. 
 

b) The granting of the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial property rights. 
 
Without the variance it may be difficult if not impossible to utilize the rear of the property for anything other 
than a dumpster or storage.   
 

c) The granting of the application will not materially affect adversely the health or safety of persons residing or 
working in the neighborhood of the proposed use and will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious 
to property or improvements in such neighborhood. 
 
If granted, it does not appear that the requested variances would detrimentally affect the health, safety and 
welfare of people residing or working in the area. 
 
 

 

Michael Blackford Deputy Director 

 Planning and Development 

154 North Hamilton Road  

La Navona 

file://gahanna.gov/main/transfer/Zoning/Applications%20IN%20PROGRESS
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The applicant seeks a variance to allow a fence to exceed 6’.  The fence is 7’ high and is constructed of 
white oak.  The fence screens an outdoor venue at the rear of the business, which can be used for 
weddings, receptions, etc.  The height of the fence allows this outdoor area to be closed off from the 
surrounding parking lot. 
 
The applicant also seeks approval for the outdoor area itself.  It is surrounded by the fence, and the 
inside area is landscaped around the perimeter.  The space contains a large metal pergola, seating, and 
decorative lighting.  The outdoor area is on a concrete base on top of the asphalt parking lot. 
 
Both the outdoor area and the fence currently exist on the property. 

Bonnie P&ZA 

Service 

154 N. Hamilton Road 

La Navona 
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1. The constructed improvements encroach into water and sanitary sewer easements that are currently 

occupied by active utilities.  The owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with the removal, 
repair, or replacement of any of the improvements if they are disturbed for the maintenance, repair, or 
replacement of the utilities located within the easements.  Within 48 hours of notice from the City of 
Gahanna, the owner shall remove all improvements within the easement area.  If said improvements are 
not removed in the aforementioned time frame, all costs associated with the removal shall be assessed to 
the property. 

Robert S. Priestas, P.E. City Engineer 

Public Service and Engineering 

154 Hamilton Road 

La Novana 
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