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APPLICATION STAFF COMMENTS 
DUE: Wednesdays - 10 AM 

 

To SUBMIT: File>SAVE AS ADOBE PDF with naming convention: “Staff Comments – YOURNAME” to: 
T:/Zoning/Applications IN PROGRESS/(the project folder) 

   

Project/Property Address or Location: _____________________________________________ 
 

Project Name/Business Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

Name: _________________________________ Title: _________________________________ 
 

Department: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The applicant has requested a variance approval for a small off premises directional sign to be 
located at Waterbury Shopping Center at the corner of Waterbury Blvd. and Morrison Road.  This is 
a new business to Gahanna and their building has no exposure to vehicles traveling on these streets.  
This small sign will allow some identification for the business and help patients to find the location. 

  In determining whether a property owner seeking an area variance has encountered practical difficulties, Planning 

Commission shall consider and weight the following factors.  

A.  

Whether the property in question will yield a reasonable return or whether there can be any beneficial use of 

the property without the variance;  

B.  

Whether the variance is substantial;  

C.  

Whether the essential character of the neighborhood would be substantially altered or whether adjoining 

properties would suffer a substantial detriment as a result of the variance;  

D.  

Whether the variance would adversely affect the delivery of governmental services (e.g., water, sewer, 

refuse);  

E.  

Whether the property owner purchased the property with the knowledge of the zoning restriction;  

F.  

Whether the property owner's predicament feasibly can be obviated through some method other than a 

variance;  

G.  

Whether the spirit and intent behind the zoning requirement would be observed and substantial justice done 

by granting the variance;  

H.  

Whether the sign is sufficiently compatible with the architectural and design character of the immediate 

neighborhood and all graphic design standards established for the district; and  

I.  

Whether the sign will be hazardous to passing traffic or otherwise detrimental to the public safety and 

welfare.  

 

Bonnie  PZA 

Service 

471 Morrison Road 

Columbus Integrative Family Medicine Center 
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(2)  

In granting such variance, the Planning Commission may specify the size, type and location of the sign, and 

impose such other reasonable terms, restrictions and conditions as it may deem to be in the public interest.  
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Project/Property Address or Location: _____________________________________________ 
 
Project Name/Business Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

Name: _________________________________ Title: _________________________________ 
 
Department: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
The proposed sign may not be installed within the public right-of-way. 

Robert S. Priestas City Engineer 

Public Service and Engineering 

471 Mill Street 

Columbus Integrative Family Medicine 

file://gahanna.gov/main/transfer/Zoning/Applications%20IN%20PROGRESS
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Planning and Development staff has some concerns with allowing an off-premise sign.  Off-premise signs are specifically 
prohibited by Section 1165.04(a)(7) of the Code.  The Code rarely outright prohibits a use or development type.  Extra 
consideration should be given to variance requests to permit a prohibited use.   
 
The applicant provides various reasons as to why additional signage is necessary, namely visibility for a new business.  Lack 
of visibility for a business is not an unheard of situation or entirely unique to this business.  Permitting an off-premise sign 
for this business may result in other similar requests from other businesses.  There are a dozen other businesses located 
off of Waterbury Ct that do not have ground signs.  Approving a request for only one business, rather than a ground sign 
for other tenants as well, may be problematic.  Staff has some concerns that permitting an off-premise sign will lead to 
other similar requests and lead to a proliferation of signs. 
 
Although not technically part of the variance request, more information about the materials and colors of the sign should 
be considered in order to properly assess consistency with existing signs.  The variance may contain conditions limiting 
materials and colors if deemed appropriate. 
 
Planning and Development staff understands the applicant’s desire for additional signage.  Their location has no visibility 
along Morrison Road.  Staff suggests that if there is a motion to approve that conditions of approval be included.  Planning 
Commission may choose to limit the size of sign permitted, materials and colors of the sign, landscaping to be planted, 
etc.   Planning Commission may want to consider limiting the duration of approval if there are concerns about allowing an 
off-premise sign indefinitely.  A time limit may be appropriate since one of the reasons for the variance is to help identify 
and promote a new business.   
 
Below are images of other ground signs in the surrounding area.  The base of these signs have a more permanent 
appearance than that of the proposed sign.  A condition could be included regarding construction materials of the base of 
the sign if desirable. 
 
 
 
 

Michael Blackford Deputy Director 

Planning and Development 

471 Morrison Rd 

Columbus Integrative Family Medicine Center 
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Neighboring ground signs 

 
 
Proposed Sign 
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