










































                                         

STAFF COMMENTS 

  

Project Name: Golf Course Fence  
Project Address: 220 Olde Ridenour Rd 

Planning and Development 

The property subject to the variance is located within the OG-3 (Olde Gahanna Recreation) 
zone district.  The purpose of this district is to preserve natural amenities around the Big 
Walnut Creek and to maintain green spaces for both active and passive recreational activities. 

Goals and objectives of the Olde Gahanna Design Guidelines include emphasizing the 
pedestrian experience by incorporating pedestrians with the natural features of the area.   

The request to allow a 10’ tall chain link fence is necessary as the Parks Department is 
attempting to enhance the pedestrian experience by connecting property on the east and west 
side of the Big Walnut Creek via a 10’ wide multi-purpose path.  The placement of the path will 
run in and around a portion of the golf course.  The applicant provides that the variance is 
necessary in order to ensure a safe experience on the multi-purpose path. 

Site Plan 
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Aerial Map 

 

It is staff’s opinion that the variance meets the criteria of 1131.04 as the applicant has demonstrated 
that a special circumstance exists with the condition of land; the variance is necessary for preservation 
of and enjoyment of property rights; and the request will not adversely affect the health or safety of 
persons residing or working in the neighborhood.  In fact, the variance is being requested in an effort to 
ensure that pedestrians and golfers are able to coexist in the safest manner possible. 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford 

Approximate 
location of path 
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STAFF COMMENTS 
  

Project Name: Golf Course Fence  
Project Address: 220 Olde Ridenour Rd. 

The applicant seeks a variance to allow a fence height greater than 6’. This fence is 
being erected in conjunction with Big Walnut Trail Segment 5.  

(a) Fences shall not exceed six feet (6') in height except those which enclose athletic fields and 
courts, or define secure areas for the storage of public property, which shall not exceed twelve 
feet (12'), or provide a secure area in the Office, Commerce and Technology District, which shall 
not exceed ten feet (10'). 

  1171.05  VARIANCES AND APPEALS. 
   (a)   Variance Procedure. 
      (1)   The standard for granting a variance which relates solely to area requirements is a lesser 
standard than that applied to variances which relate to use.  An application for an area variance 
need not establish unnecessary hardship: it is sufficient that the application show practical 
difficulties.  
In determining whether a property owner seeking an area variance has encountered practical 
difficulties, Planning Commission shall consider and weigh the following factors: 
         A.   Whether the property in question will yield a reasonable return or whether there can be 
any beneficial use of the property without the variance; 
         B.   Whether the variance is substantial; 
         C.   Whether the essential character of the neighborhood would be substantially altered or 
whether adjoining properties would suffer a substantial detriment as a result of the variance; 
         D.   Whether the variance would adversely affect the delivery of governmental services 
(e.g., water, sewer, refuse); 
         E.   Whether the property owner purchased the property with the knowledge of the zoning 
restriction; 
         F.   Whether the property owner's predicament feasibly can be obviated through some 
method other than a variance; 
         G.   Whether the spirit and intent behind the zoning requirement would be observed and 
substantial justice done by granting the variance; 
         H.   Whether the fence is sufficiently compatible with the architectural and design character 
of the immediate neighborhood; and  
         I.   Whether the fence will be hazardous to passing traffic or otherwise detrimental to the 
public safety and welfare. 
      (2)   In granting such variance, the Planning Commission may specify the size, type and 
location of the fence, and impose such other reasonable terms, restrictions and conditions as it 
may deem to be in the public interest. 
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   (b)   Appeals. Any person affected by any decision of the Planning and Zoning Administrator 
or the  Planning Commission made pursuant to this chapter may file an appeal with the Board  of 
Zoning and Building Appeals.  
(Ord. 0112-2009.  Passed 5-18-09.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
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