




























































































                                         

STAFF COMMENTS 
  

Project Name:          Vista Plaza – Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 
Project Address:    1115-1153 N Hamilton Road 
 

 

From: Dennis Murphy  
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2015 11:28 AM 
To: Courtney Shisler 
Subject: RE: Staff Review - Update regarding Vista Plaza 

 

Courtney, The PD does not have any objections to the Fresh Thyme Farmers Market.  C1 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: 
Dennis Murphy, Chief of Police 
City of Gahanna 
Division of Police 
 

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 



                                         

STAFF COMMENTS 
  

Project Name:          Vista Plaza – Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 
Project Address:    1115-1153 N Hamilton Road 
 

From: Robert Priestas  
Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 6:14 PM 
To: Bonnie Gard 
Cc: Jeff Feltz 
Subject: Staff Review Comments 

Bonnie, 

Below are my comments regarding the following items: 

Market Thyme 

- Traffic Impact Study will be required 
- Complete engineering plans in accordance to City Code shall be provided for review by the City 

Engineer 
- Site shall ensure that proper detention and water quality are provided for the development in 

accordance with City Code 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Thanks, 

Rob 

ROBERT S. PRIESTAS, P.E. 
City Engineer 

 

CITY OF GAHANNA 
200 S. Hamilton Rd.  
Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4055 
614.342.4154(fax) 
robert.priestas@gahanna.gov 
www.Gahanna.gov 
Twitter@CityOfGahanna 

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
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STAFF COMMENTS 
  

Project Name:          Vista Plaza – Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 
Project Address:    1115-1153 N Hamilton Road 
 

The applicant seeks approval to construct a new specialty market at Vista Plaza on N. Hamilton 
Road. Fresh Thyme Farmers Market is a newcomer to the Midwest and we are very pleased 
that they have chosen to locate in Gahanna. The western wing, and a portion of the northern 
wing of the existing center would be demolished in order to site the market in its place.  Two of 
the existing tenants in that wing would be relocated to the northern wing after it is capped 
following the demolition process. 

Variances:  Two variances are requested. One is for the rear yard setback.  When the center 
was originally constructed, a 30’ rear yard variance was approved.  The proposed market has a 
bump out that will be 24’ from the rear property line.  There is quite a grade change between the 
plaza and the apartments in this location, and the building will be screened by a 6’ fence.  I 
believe this is a special condition of the land that would allow a variance to be granted.  The 
other variance is to allow lot coverage of 79%.  This percentage is the same as that of the 
existing center, and constitutes a special condition of the use of the property. 

Final Development Plan:  The proposed market is 28,700 sq ft, and all parking requirements 
and drive aisle widths have been met.  One curb cut on Vista Drive will be closed, and the 
service court access will be widened.  Lot coverage will remain the same on the 5.17 acre tract.  
Front and side yard setbacks are as prescribed by code, with a variance requested for the rear 
setback. 

Certificate of Appropriateness:  Exterior finishes will be complimentary to the French Country 
style of the existing center.  Additional landscaping will be planted in the parking lot and at the 
southwest portion of the site.  A photometric plan and cut sheet for the fixtures has been 
submitted.  All fixtures are LED cut off type and will spill no light to neighboring properties.  The 
original master sign plan is requested to be modified to allow channel letters on the new market 
building.  The original plan allowed only for signage in the sign band around the center. 

This new project will bring vitality to the Vista Plaza and to Hamilton Road, while providing the 
neighboring residents with an exciting new grocery option. 

Respectfully Submitted By: 
Bonnie Gard, Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Planning and Development  
 

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 
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STAFF COMMENTS 

  

Project Name:          Vista Plaza – Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 
Project Address:    1115-1153 N Hamilton Road 
 

Planning and Development 

The proposed project is not located within any subarea plans.  It is designated Commercial on the 2002 
Future Land Use map.  The 2002 Land Use Plan provides that Commercial areas should complement 
existing residential and be limited to areas with access to major thoroughfares.  The 2002 Land Use Plan 
does not provide for an architectural style or preferred construction materials for this area, however, if 
it did, staff believes the request would be above and beyond those requirements. 

The property has three access points on Hamilton Road with the southernmost access at a signalized 
intersection. The Vista at Rocky Fork apartments are to the west and south of the project.  Pedestrian 
access from the apartments to the plaza does not exist.  Strong consideration should be given to the 
installation of a walking path or sidewalks along Vista Drive in order to provide a safe pedestrian route.  
This is supported by the Thoroughfare Plan which states that street systems should be provided that 
serve distinct traffic needs such as pedestrian walkways.  The Thoroughfare Plan also states a goal 
should be to reduce automobile orientation by requiring pedestrian paths between developments and 
encouraging other pedestrian linkages between residential and retail developments. 

Zoning Map 
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Aerial Map 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Michael Blackford 

Deputy Director, Planning and Development Department 

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 
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