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  330-831-9225



200 South Hamilton Road • Gahanna, OH 43230 
614.342.4025 Phone • 614.342.4100 Fax • www.gahanna.gov 

AUTHORIZATION CONSENT FORM 

If you are filling out more than one application for the same project & address, you may submit a copy of this form with each additional application. 

As the owner or acting agent for the subject property, I have reviewed the application and hereby authorize the listed applicant to 

make decisions that may affect my property as it pertains to this application.  

___________________________________________      ___       _     ___________________ _     _______________ 
       (property owner/acting agent signature)    (printed name)    (date) 

___________________________________________      ___       _     ___________________ _     _______________ 
          (applicant signature)    (printed name)    (date) 

Jim McFarland 01/06/25

Zack Cowan 03/09/2025

http://www.gahanna.gov/


Site Address Owner Address 1
1250 N HAMILTON RD 101 KAPPA DR C/O GIANT EAGLE
4574 N HAMILTON RD 6956 E BROAD STREET SUITE 143
SHAGBARK RD 200 S HAMILTON RD
1310 N HAMILTON RD 101 KAPPA DR C/O GIANT EAGLE
1378 HAMILTON RD EQUITY MANAGEMENT GROUP INC 840 E HIGH ST
1320 N HAMILTON RD EQUITY MANAGEMENT GROUP INC 840 E HIGH ST



Owner Address 2
PITTSBURGH, PA 15238-2809
COLUMBUS OH 43213-1517
COLUMBUS OH         43230
PITTSBURGH, PA 15238-2809
LEXINGTON KENTUCKY 40502
LEXINGTON KENTUCKY 40502



Giant Eagle Sign Variance Statement 
300 S. Hamilton Rd. 

1. What are the special circumstances or conditions necessitating the variance? 
a. The existing 188 sq. ft. side wall sign was approved without a variance 

previously.  The proposed sign is decreasing the area to 111 sq.ft., thus 
decreasing the non conformity.  In addition, the side wall sign is needed at 
the proposed area to allow for visibility from Hamilton Road due to the 
amount of large trees between the building and the street. 
 

2. How is the variance necessary for preservation and enjoyment of property 
rights? 

a. The requested variance to install a 111 sq. ft. sign is necessary to ensure that 
customers can easily identify the store location from Hamilton Road.  The 
proposed sign design is part of a nationwide signage rebrand for Giant Eagle. 
 

3. How will the variance not adversely affect the health or safety of the 
surrounding area? 

a. The proposed variance will not have any adverse affect on the health or 
safety of the surrounding area.  The proposed sign height is consistent and 
proportionate to the large façade area of the side wall of Giant Eagle. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
 

200 South Hamilton Road  Gahanna, OH 43230 

614.342.4000 Phone  614.342.4100 Fax  www.gahanna.gov 

 

 

Project Summary – Giant Eagle Sign  

 

Meeting Date:                   April 9, 2025 

 

Location:                            1250 N Hamilton Road 

 

Zoning: General Commercial (GC) 

 

Application Type(s): Variance (V) 

 

Staff Representative: Maddie Capka, Planner II 

 

Recommendation: Staff has no objection to the application.  

 

Location Map:  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gahanna.gov/
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Staff Review 

 

History 

In 2001, construction began for Giant Eagle grocery store on this site. During development, Giant Eagle 

submitted a variance application for building signage in excess of what the zoning code permitted. This 

application included a 300 SF sign on the building’s front elevation (north) and six smaller wall signs: 

“Iggle Video”, two pharmacy drive thru signs, “Java Sonata Café”, “Firstar”, and “Open 24 hours”. Four 

of those signs were either never installed or were replaced with other signage of the same size. 

 

Unlike other big box stores and shopping centers in the city, a Master Sign Plan was never established 

for the site.  

 

Today, there are five wall signs on the north elevation (including the main 300 SF sign) and one ~188 SF 

“Giant Eagle” wall sign on the west elevation, facing Hamilton Road. Although it appears the west sign 

was installed at the same time as the other signage, it was not included in the 2001 variance application, 

and therefore cannot be removed and replaced without a new variance application. 

 

Overview 

The applicant is requesting approval of a variance to remove and replace the existing west wall sign with 

an updated one that is ~111 SF. This is 77 SF smaller than the existing sign. This new sign is a part of a 

sign package that was submitted for the entire site to update the building’s branding. 

This sign package also includes a new sign on the north elevation, which is 17 SF smaller than the 

existing north sign, at 283 SF. As it stands today, the current area of all wall and monument signs on the 

site is ~740 SF. If the variance is approved along with the sign permit, the new total will be ~645 SF. 

Therefore, this variance application will help reduce the total signage on the site by 95 SF. 

The current zoning code only allows for a total of 400 SF of signage on this site, but a variance is not 

required for total signage area due to the 2001 variance. The only sign that requires a variance in this 

situation is the new west wall sign, which exceeds the 50 SF permitted in code by 61 SF. 

Review Criteria 

 

Variances (V) 

The following variance has been requested: 

1. Ch 1111.03 – Permanent Sign Standards 

a. The maximum area per wall sign is 50 SF. 

b. The new proposed sign is 111 SF. 
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Before granting a variance, Planning Commission shall find that: 

a) The variance is not likely to result in substantial change to the essential character of the 

neighborhood; 

b) The variance is not likely to result in damage to adjoining properties; 

c) The variance is not likely to affect the delivery of governmental services (e.g., water, sewer, 

garbage); 

d) The variance is not likely to result in environmental impacts greater than what is typical for 

other lots in the neighborhood; 

e) The variance is necessary for the economical use of the property, and such economical use of 

the property is not easily achieved through some method other than a variance;  

f) The variance is not likely to undermine the objectives of the land use plan; 

g) Whether the variance is substantial and is the minimum necessary to make possible the 

reasonable use of land or structures; and, 

h) The practical difficulty could be eliminated by some other method, even if the solution is less 

convenient or more costly to achieve. 

 

Recommendation 

 

Staff has no objection to the variance application. The new signage will decrease the total signage area 

on the site, and the new sign fits in the sign band area. It is the only wall sign on the entire west 

elevation of the building. However, there is a mature tree in front of the sign location and more trees 

between the parking lot and Hamilton Road. It is unclear how visible the sign will be from the right-of-

way. 

In February, Planning Commission voted to approve a variance to allow Kroger to have a larger sign than 

what is permitted in the Hunter’s Ridge MSP, with a condition to limit the height to 96 in, 29 in less than 

what Kroger requested. 
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