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HERBERT A. SMITH and

ANHA MAE SMITH,

L4179 Doney Street,:
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. mbus » County of Franklm,
ana State oF onto, the Tecsipt whoreof is hereby acknowledged,
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City of Gahanna

Memo

To: Council

From: James F. McGregor
Mayor

Date: August 10, 2000

Re: Estate of Anna Mae Smith (Property)
4390 Cherrybottom Road

The City has been planning, engineering and purchasing right-of-way for the
Woodside Green/Cherrybottom water main connector. This important main is part of
the looping program designed by MS Engineers several years ago. We have been
able to use parklands through the Woodside Green and Academy Parks to
accomplish much of this right-of-way.

Attached is a map of the Smith property. Our easement will take a significant chunk
of it. Consequently, the cost to the City would be significant. In negotiations for the
easement, the owners would prefer to sell the entire property. The appraisal is
attached and the cost is $100,000. The buildings are not in great shape and are not
anticipated to have value to the City.

Buying the property fee simple would have several advantages to the City.

e |t would allow us a comfortable and unrestricted right-of-way for the line thereby
minimizing construction costs.

e It would provide us, for the duration of construction, a yarding site for the
contractors and for materials. When construction is over, it would provide us
access to our culvert under Cherrybottom Road for maintenance purposes. This
100-year old culvert is in good shape and does not need replacing. However,
maintenance will be a continuing necessity.
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e It will provide us a future landing for right-of-way uses such as Ameritech’s recent
request for sites to build 6’x6’ utility boxes. The site can provide income through
such leases.

e This property is also in one of the most difficult curve and grade changes within
our City and, consequently, the elimination of the curb cut will be a safety
advantage. Our estimate of the cost of the easement is $5,076. If the easement
is denied, the water line would have to go under Cherrybottom Road, dramatically
increasing construction costs. Construction without easement (in Cherrybottom
Road) for 200 feet - $15,200.

The cost of acquiring the property is $100,000 plus closing costs. We believe that
this is a good investment. It will provide us much greater latitude for maintenance,
construction, and future utility lease opportunities.

Thanks for your kind consideration of this matter.

JFM/psf
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