ADOPTING TRAFFIC
ORDINANCE

City of Gahanna
State of Ohio

ORDINANCE No.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF GAHANNA, OHIO, 1970,
TO PROVIDE AMENDMENTS TO THE TRAFFIC CODE SECTIONS 301.101, 301.511,
301.20, 301.04, 301.27, 303.06, 313.01, 303.082, 303.100, 313.01, 331.01,
331.02, 331.03, 331.04, 331.05, 331.06, 331.07,331.08, 331.09, 331.10,
331.12, 331.13,331.14,331.15,331.16,331.17,331.18, 331.19, 331.20,
331.22, 331.23, 331.24, 331.26. 331.27, 331.29, 331.30, 331.31, 331.33,
331.37, 331.40, 331.43, 333.02, 333.03, 333.031, 333.032, 333.04, 333.05,
335.03, 335.031, 335.05, 335.09, 335.12, 335.13, 337.19, 337.26, 337.27,
337.28, 339.03, 339.05, 339.09, 341.01, 341.03, 341.04, 341.05, 341.06,
351.03, 351.04, 351.07, 371.01, 371.02, 371.07, 371.13,  373.01, 373.015,
373.02, 373.03, 373.04, 373.06, 373.07, 373.21, 375.02, 375.035, 375.06
375.08, 377.01, 377.02, 377.04, 377.05, 377.06, 377.07, 377.10, 377.11,
377.99; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO
PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Gahanna, Ohio is
authorized by ORC § 715.01 to adopt ordinances relating to its property, affairs and
local government.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF GAHANNA, STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That the Codified Ordinances of Gahanna, Ohio, 1970, is hereby
amended by the provisions as provided under Section 6, below.

Section 2. The addition, amendment, or removal of sections of the Codified
Ordinances when passed in such form as to indicate the intention of the governing
authority of the City of Gahanna, Ohio to make the same a part of the Codified
Ordinances shall be deemed to be incorporated in the Codified Ordinances, so that
reference to the Codified Ordinances includes the additions, amendments, and
removals.

Section 3. The codifier (meaning the person, agency or organization authorized to
prepare the supplement to the Codified Ordinances of the City of Gahanna, Ohio is
authorized to exclude and omit any provisions of this ordinance that are inapplicable
to the Codified Ordinances.

Section 4. Supplementation of Code.

(A) Inpreparing a supplement to Codified Ordinances, all portions of this
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ordinance which have been repealed shall be excluded from the
Codified Ordinances by the omission thereof from reprinted pages.

(B) When preparing a supplement to the Codified Ordinances, the
codifier (meaning the person, agency or organization authorized to
prepare the supplement) may make formal, non-substantive changes in
this ordinance and parts of this ordinance included in the supplement,
insofar as it is necessary to do so to embody them into a unified code.
For example, the codifier may:

(1) Organize the ordinance material into appropriate subdivisions;

(2) Provide appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for sections
and other subdivisions of the Codified Ordinances printed in the
supplement, and make changes in such catchlines, headings and
titles;

(3) Assign appropriate numbers to sections and other subdivisions to
be inserted in the Codified Ordinances and, where necessary to
accommodate new material, change existing section or other
subdivision numbers;

(4) Change the words "this ordinance" or words of the same
meaning to "this chapter," "this article," "this division," etc., as
the case may be, or to "sections 301 to 377", as set forth
above; and

(5) Make other non-substantive changes necessary to preserve
the original meaning of ordinance sections inserted into the
Codified Ordinances; but in no case shall the codifier make any
change in the meaning or effect of ordinance material included in
the supplement or already embodies in the Codified Ordinances.

(C) Inpreparing a supplement to the Codified Ordinances, the pages of the
published supplement shall be included so that they will fit properly into the
Codified Ordinances and will, where necessary, replace pages which
have become obsolete or partially obsolete, and the new pages shall be
prepared so that, when they have been included, the Codified
Ordinances will be current through the date of the adoption of the latest
ordinance included in the supplement.

Section 5. Provisions of Section 6 that duplicate or track state statutes which do not
become effective until after the effective date of this ordinance, shall not take
effect until such statutes take effect.

Section 6. The following sections and subsections of the Codified Ordinances are new

or have been amended with new matter in the Codified Ordinances, and are hereby
approved, adopted and enacted:
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301.101 ELECTRIC BICYCLE

(A) Electric bicycle means a "class 1 electric bicycle," a "class 2 electric
bicycle," or a "class 3 electric bicycle" as defined in this section.

(ORC 4511.01 (RRR))

(B) "Class 1 electric bicycle" means a bicycle that is equipped with fully
operable pedals and an electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty

watts that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases

to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty miles

per hour.

(ORC 4511.01 (SSS))

(C) "Class 2 electric bicycle" means a bicycle that is equipped with fully
operable pedals and an electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty
watts that may provide assistance regardless of whether the rider is
pedaling and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle
reaches the speed of twenty miles per hour.

(ORC 4511.01 (TTT))

(D) "Class 3 electric bicycle" means a bicycle that is equipped with fully
operable pedals and an electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty

watts that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases

to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty-eight

miles per hour.

(ORC 4511.01 (UUU))

301.511 WASTE COLLECTION VEHICLE.

Waste collection vehicle means a vehicle used in the collection of garbage,
refuse, trash, or recyclable materials.

(ORC 4511.01 (RRR))
301.20 MOTOR VEHICLE.

Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled or drawn by power other than
muscular power, except motorized bicycles, electric bicycles, road rollers, traction
engines, power shovels, power cranes and other equipment used in construction work
and not designed for or employed in general highway transportation, hole-digging
machinery, well-drilling machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm machinery, and
trailers designed and used exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage
and a marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a street or highway
for a distance of no more than ten miles and at a speed of 25 miles per hour or less.
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(ORC 4511.01(B))

301.04 BICYCLE; MOTORIZED BICYCLE.

(A)

(B)

Bicycle means every device, other than a device that is designed solely for
use as a play vehicle by a child, that is propelled solely by human power,
upon which a person may ride and that has two or more wheels any

of which is more than 14 inches in diameter. (ORC 4511.01(G))

Motorized bicycle or moped means any vehicle having either two
tandem wheels or one wheel in the front and two wheels in the rear, that
is capable of being pedaled and is equipped with a helper motor of not
more than 50 cubic centimeters piston displacement which produces no
more than one brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the
vehicle at a speed of no greater than 20 miles per hour on a level surface.
“Motorized bicycle” or *moped” does not include an electric bicycle.

(ORC 4511.01(H))

301.27 PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLE.

Public safety vehicle means any of the following:

(A)

(B)

(®

(D)

(E)

Ambulances, including private ambulance companies under contractto a
municipal corporation, township or county and private ambulances and
transport vehicles bearing license plates issued under ORC 4503.49;

Motor vehicles used by public law enforcement officers or other persons
sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the State or the
Municipality;

Any motor vehicle when properly identified as required by the Ohio
Director of Public Safety, when used in response to fire emergency calls
or to provide emergency medical service to ill or injured persons, and
when operated by a duly qualified person who is a member of a
volunteer rescue service or a volunteer fire department, and who is on
duty pursuant to the rules or directives of that service. The Ohio Fire
Marshal shall be designated by the Ohio Director of Public Safety as the
certifying agency for all public safety vehicles described in this
subsection (C);

Vehicles used by fire departments, including motor vehicles when used
by volunteer fire fighters responding to emergency calls in the fire
department service when identified as required by the Ohio Director of
Public Safety.

Any vehicle used to transport or provide emergency medical service to an
ill or injured person, when certified as a public safety vehicle, shall be
considered a public safety vehicle when transporting an ill or injured
person to a hospital regardless of whether such vehicle has already passed
a hospital. (ORC 4511.01(E))

Vehicles used by the Commercial-Motor-Vehicle-Safety state department
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of public safety, division of state highway patrol, motor carrier
enforcement unit for the enforcement of orders and rules of the Public
Utilities Commission as specified in ORC 5503.34.

(ORC 4511.01(E))

303.06 FREEWAY USE PROHIBITED BY PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLES AND
ANIMALS.

(A) No person, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, shall:

(1) As a pedestrian, occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-
way of a freeway, except: in arestarea; on afacility that is
separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and
is designed and appropriately marked for pedestrian use; in the
performance of public works or official duties; as a result of an
emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of a motor
vehicle; or to obtain assistance;

(2) Occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a
freeway, with: an animal-drawn vehicle; a ridden or led animal;
herded animals; a pushcart; a bicycle, except on a facility that is
separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and is
designed and appropriately marked for bicycle use; an electric
bicycle; a bicycle with motor attached; a motor driven cycle with a
motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower; an
agricultural tractor; farm machinery; except in the performance of
public works or official duties.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(C) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting
activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the
offender is subject to the additional fine established under ORC
4511.991.

(ORC 4511.051, 4511.991)

313.01 OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.

(A) No pedestrian or driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any
traffic control device placed in accordance with the provisions of this Traffic
Code, unless at the time otherwise directed by a police officer.

No provisions of this Traffic Code for which signs are required shall be

enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the

alleged violation an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently
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legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a
particular section of this Traffic Code does not state that signs are
required, that section shall be effective even though no signs are erected
or in place.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

() If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting
activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the
offender is subject to the additional fine established under ORC 4511.991.

(ORC 4511.12)

303.082 PRIVATE TOW-AWAY ZONES.

(A) The owner of private property may establish a private tow-away zone, but
may do so only if all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The owner posts on the owner's property a sign, that is at least 18
inches by 24 inches in size, that is visible from all entrances to the
property, and that includes all of the following information:

(a) A statement that the property is a tow-away zone;

(b) A description of persons authorized to park on the property. If
the property is a residential property, the owner of the
private property may include on the sign a statement that
only tenants and guests may park in the private tow-away
zone, subject to the terms of the property owner. If the
property is a commercial property, the owner of the private
property may include on the sign a statement that only
customers may park in the private tow-away zone. In all
cases, if it is not apparent which persons may park in the
private tow-away zone, the owner shall include on the sign
the address of the property on which the private tow-away
zone is located, or the name of the business that is
located on the property designated as a private tow-away
zone.

(c) If the private tow-away zone is not enforceable at all
times, the times during which the parking restrictions are
enforced;

(d) The telephone number and the address of the place from
which a towed vehicle may be recovered at any time during
the day or night;

(e) A statement that the failure to recover a towed vehicle may
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(B)

result in the loss of title to the vehicle as provided in division

(B) of ORC 4505. 101 Any-owner-of property-that-has-been-

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

time; In order to comply with the requirements of subsection
(B)(1) of this section, such a property owner may modify the
existing sign by affixing to the existing sign stickers or an
addendum in lieu of replacing the sign.

A towing service ensures that a vehicle towed under this section is
taken to alocation from which it may be recovered that complies
with all of the following:

(a) Itis located within 28 25 linear miles of the location of the
private tow- away zone, unless it is not practicable to take
the vehicle to a place of storage within28 25 linear miles.

(b) Itis well-lighted.

(c) Itis on or within a reasonable distance of a regularly
scheduled route of one or more modes of public
transportation, if any public transportation is available inthe

municipal-corporationortownshipin—which where the private

tow-away zone is located.

If a vehicle is parked on private property that is established as a
private tow- away zone in accordance with subsection (A) of this
section, without the consent of the owner of the property or in
violation of any posted parking condition or regulation, the owner
of the private property may cause the removal of the vehicle by

a towing service. The towing service shall remove the vehicle in
accordance with this section. The vehicle owner and the operator
of the vehicle are considered to have consented to the removal and
storage of the vehicle, to the payment of the applicable fees
established under subsection (G) of this section, and to the right of
a towing service to obtain title to the vehicle if it remains
unclaimed as provided in ORC 4505.101. The owner or

lienholder of a vehicle that has been removed under this section,
subject to subsection (C) of this section, may recover the vehicle in
accordance with subsection (G) of this section.

If a municipal-cerperation city requires tow trucks and tow truck
operators to be licensed, no owner of private property located

within the municipal corperation city shall cause the removal and
storage of any vehicle pursuant to subsection (B) of this section by

an unlicensed tow truck or unlicensed tow truck operator.

No towing service shall remove a vehicle from a private tow-

away zone except pursuant to a written contract for the removal
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()

of vehicles entered into with the owner of the private property on
which the private tow-away zone is located.

If the owner or operator of a vehicle that is being removed under
authority of subsection (B) of this section, arrives after the vehicle has
been prepared for removal, but prior to the actual removal from the
property, the towing service shall give the vehicle owner or operator oral
or written notification at the time of such arrival that the vehicle owner or
operator may pay a fee of not more than one-half of the fee for the
removal of the vehicle established under subsection (G) of this section, in
order to obtain release of the vehicle. That fee may be paid by use of a
major credit card unless the towing service uses a mobile credit card

(D)

processor and mobile service is not available at the time of the transaction.
Upon payment of that fee, the towing service shall give the vehicle owner
or operator a receipt showing both the full amount normally assessed and
the actual amount received and shall release the vehicle to the owner or
operator. Upon its release the owner or operator immediately shall move
the vehicle so that the vehicle is not parked on the private property
established as a private tow-away zone without the consent of the

owner or in violation of any posted parking condition or regulation.

(1)  Prior to towing a vehicle under subsection (B) of this section, a
towing service shall make all reasonable efforts to take as many
photographs as necessary to evidence that the vehicle is clearly
parked on private property in violation of a private tow-away zone
established under subsection (A) of this section. The towing service
shall record the time and date of the photographs taken under this
section. The towing service shall retain the photographs and the
record of the time and date, in electronic or printed form, for at least
30 days after the date on which the vehicle is recovered by the
owner or lienholder or at least two years after the date on which
the vehicle was towed, whichever is earlier.

(2) A towing service shall deliver a vehicle towed under subsection
(B) of this section to the location from which it may be recovered
not more than two hours after the time it was removed from the
private tow-away zone, unless the towing service is unable to
deliver the motor vehicle within two hours due to an uncontrollable

force, natural disaster, or other event that is not within the power

of the towing service.

(E)

(1) If an owner of private property that is established as a private tow-
away zone in accordance with subsection (A) of this section
causes the removal of a vehicle from that property by a towing
service under subsection (B) of this section, the towing service,
within two hours of removing the vehicle, shall provide notice to
the Police Department concerning all of the following:

(a) The vehicle's license number, make, model and color;
(b)  The location from which the vehicle was removed;
(c) The date and time the vehicle was removed;

(d) Thetelephone number of the person from whom the vehicle may
be recovered;
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(F)

(e) The address of the place from which the vehicle may be recovered.

(2) The Chief of Police shall maintain a record of any vehicle removed
from private property in the Chief's jurisdiction that is established
as a private tow-away zone of which the Chief has received notice
under this section. The record shall include all information
submitted by the towing service. The Chief shall provide any
information in the record that pertains to a particular vehicle to a
person who, either in person or pursuant to a telephone call,
identifies self as the owner, operator or lienholder of the vehicle,
and requests information pertaining to the vehicle.

(1) When a vehicle is removed from private property in accordance

with this section, the-ewner-ofthetowingservice—orsterage-
—facility from—which—the vehicle-may-berecovered-shalHmmediately

within three business days of the removal, the towing service or
storage facility from which the vehicle may be recovered shal
cause a search to be made of the records of the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles to ascertain the identity of the owner and any lienholder
of the motor vehicle. The registrar of motor vehicles shall
ensure that such information is provided in a timely manner.
Subject to subsection (F)(4) of this section, the owner of the
towing service or storage facility shall send notice to the vehicle
owner and any known lienholder as follows:

(a)  Within five business days efremoval-of-the-vehicle from-the-

——privatetew- awayzoneifthevehicle hasnetyetbeen—
—reeovered after the reqgistrar of motor vehicles provides the

identity of the owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle,

if the vehicle remains unclaimed, to the owner's and
lienholder's last known address by certified or express mail
with return receipt requested or by a commercial carrier
service utilizing any form of delivery requiring a signed
receipt;

(b) If the vehicle remains unclaimed 30 days after the first notice
is sent, in the manner authorized in subsection (F)(1)(a). of
this section;

(c) If the vehicle remains unclaimed 45 days after the first
notice is sent, in the manner authorized in subsection
(F)(1)(a) of this section.

(2) Sixty days after any notice sent pursuant to subsection (F)(1) of
this section is received, as evidenced by a receipt signed by any
person, or the towing service or storage facility has been notified
that delivery was not possible, the owner of a towing service or
storage facility, if authorized under subsection (B) of ORC
4505.101, may initiate the process for obtaining a certificate of
title to the motor vehicle as provided in that section.

(3) A towing service or storage facility that does not receive a signed
receipt of notice, or a notification that delivery was not possible,

shall not obtain, and shall not attempt to obtain, a certificate of
title to the motor vehicle under division (B) of ORC 4505.101.
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(G)

(4)

(1)

With respect to a vehicle concerning which a towing service or

storage facility is not eligible to obtain title under ORC 4505.101,

the towing service or storage facility need only comply with the
initial notice required under subsection (F)(1)(a) of this section.
The owner or lienholder of a vehicle that is removed under subsection
(B) of this section may reclaim it upon all of the following:

(a) Presentation of proof of ownership, which may be evidenced by a
certificate of title to the vehicle, a certificate of registration for
the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement;

(b) Payment of the following fees:
(i) Net-meore-than$90-00forthe removal-of the-vehicle—
. . ,
. . o 1006 Eg I
» | binati . o
I . itraiter I
—$150-00-forthe removal All applicable fees
established by the public utilities commission in rules
adopted under ORC 4921.25, except that the
lienholder of a vehicle may retrieve the vehicle
without paying any storage fee for the period of time
that the vehicle was in the possession of the towing
service or storage facility prior to the date the lienholder
received the notice sent under division (F)(1)(a) of this
section

(2)

3(ii) If notice has been sent to the owner and lienholder as
described in subsection (f) of this section, a processing
fee of $25.00.

A towing service or storage facility in possession of a vehicle that is
removed under authority of subsection (B) of this section shall show
the vehicle owner, operator or lienholder who contests the removal of
the vehicle all photographs taken under subsection (D) of this
section. Upon request, the towing service or storage facility shall
provide copies of all photographs in the medium in which the
photographs are stored, whether paper, electronic, or otherwise.

(3) When the owner of a vehicle towed under this section retrieves the

vehicle, the towing service or storage facility in possession of the
vehicle shall give the owner written notice that if the owner

disputes that the motor vehicle was lawfully towed, the owner may

be able to file a civil action under ORC 4513.611.

(34) Upon presentation of proof of ownership, which may be evidenced

by a certificate of title to the vehicle, a certificate of registration
for the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement, the owner of a vehicle
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that is removed under authority of subsection (B) of this section
may retrieve any personal items from the vehicle without
retrieving the vehicle and without paying any fee. The owner of the
vehicle shall not retrieve any personal items from a vehicle if it
would endanger the safety of the owner, unless the owner agrees to
sign a waiver of liability. For purposes of subsection (G)(3) of

this section, "personal items" do not include any items that are
attached to the vehicle.

(H) No tewing-service-or-steragefaciity person shall remove, or cause the

removal of any vehicle from private property that is established as a
private tow-away zone under this section, store such a vehicle other than
in accordance with this section, or otherwise fail to comply with any
applicable requirement of this section.

(I) This section does not affect or limit the operation of ORC 4513.60 or ORC
4513.61 to 4613.65 as they relate to property other than private
property that is established as a private tow-away zone under
subsection (A) of this section.

() Fhe-ow
that Whoev

er violates subsection (H) of this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.

(K) As used in this section, "owner of a private property" or "owner of the
private property" includes, with respect to a private property, any of the

following:

(1) Any person who holds title to the property;

(2) Any person who is a lessee or sublessee with respect to a lease or
sublease agreement for the property;

(3) A person who is authorized to manage the property;

(4) A duly authorized agent of any person listed in divisions (K)(1)
to (3) of this section.

(ORC 4513.601)

303.100. Enhanced penalty for committing moving violation while distracted
if distraction is contributing factor to commission of violation.

(A) As used in this section and each section referenced in division (B) of this
section, all of the following apply:

(1)  “Distracted” means doing either of the following while operating a
vehicle:
(a) Using a handheld electronic wireless communications device,
as defined in Ohio R.C. 4511.204, except when utilizing any
of the following:

(i) The device's speakerphone function;

(ii) A wireless technology standard for exchanging data over
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short distances;

(iii) A “voice-operated or hands-free” device that allows
the person to use the electronic wireless
communications device without the use of either
hand except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a
feature or function;

(iv) _Any device that is physically or electronically
integrated into the motor vehicle.

(b) Engaging in any activity that is not necessary to the
operation of a vehicle and impairs, or reasonably would be
expected to impair, the ability of the operator to drive the
vehicle safely.

(2) “Distracted” does not include operating a motor vehicle while
wearing an earphone or earplug over or in both ears at the same
time. A person who so wears earphones or earplugs may be charged
with a violation of Ohio R.C. 4511.84.

(3) “Distracted” does not include conducting any activity while
operating a utility service vehicle or a vehicle for or on behalf of a
utility, provided that the driver of the vehicle is acting in
response to an emergency, power outage, or a circumstance
affecting the health or safety of individuals.

(B) As used in division (A)(3) of this section:

(1) “Utility” means an entity specified in division (A), (C), (D), (E), or
(G) of Ohio R.C. 4905.03 .

(2) “Utility service vehicle” means a vehicle owned or operated by a

utility.

() If an offender violates Ohio R.C. 4511.03, 4511.051, 4511.12,
4511.121, 4511.132, 4511.21, 4511.211, 4511.213, 4511.22, 4511.23,

4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.29, 4511.30, 4511.31,

4511.32, 4511.33, 4511.34, 4511.35, 4511.36, 4511.37, 4511.38,

4511.39, 4511.40, 4511.41, 4511.42, 4511.43, 4511.431, 4511.44,

4511.441, 4511.451, 4511.46, 4511.47, 4511.54, 4511.55, 4511.57,

4511.58, 4511.59, 4511.60, 4511.61, 4511.64, 4511.71, 4511.711,

4511.712, 4511.713, 4511.72, or 4511.73 or _a substantially equivalent

municipal ordinance while distracted and the distracting activity is a

contributing factor to the commission of the violation, the offender is
subject to the applicable penalty for the violation and, notwithstanding

Ohio R.C. 2929.28, is subject to an additional fine of not more than one

hundred dollars as follows:

(1)  Subject to Traffic Rule 13, if a law enforcement officer issues an
offender a ticket, citation, or summons for a violation of any
of the aforementioned sections of the Revised Code that
indicates that the offender was distracted while committing the
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violation and that the distracting activity was a contributing
factor to the commission of the violation, the offender may enter
a written plea of guilty and waive the offender's right to contest
the ticket, citation, or summons in a trial provided that the
offender pays the total amount of the fine established for the
violation and pays the additional fine of one hundred dollars.

In lieu of payment of the additional fine of one hundred
dollars, the offender instead may elect to attend a distracted
driving safety course, the duration and contents of which shall be
established by the director of public safety. If the offender attends
and successfully completes the course, the offender shall be
issued written evidence that the offender successfully completed
the course. The offender shall be required to pay the total amount
of the fine established for the violation, but shall not be required
to pay the additional fine of one hundred dollars, so long as the
offender submits to the court both the offender's payment in full
and such written evidence.

(2) If the offender appears in person to contest the ticket, citation,
or summons in a trial and the offender pleads guilty to or is
convicted of the violation, the court, in addition to all other
penalties provided by law, may impose the applicable penalty for
the violation and may impose the additional fine of not more than
one hundred dollars.

If the court imposes upon the offender the applicable penalty
for the violation and an additional fine of not more than one
hundred dollars, the court shall inform the offender that, in lieu of
payment of the additional fine of not more than one hundred
dollars, the offender instead may elect to attend the distracted
driving safety course described in division (b)(1) of this section.
If the offender elects the course option and attends and
successfully completes the course, the offender shall be issued
written evidence that the offender successfully completed the
course. The offender shall be required to pay the total amount of
the fine established for the violation, but shall not be required to
pay the additional fine of not more than one hundred dollars, so
long as the offender submits to the court the offender's payment
and such written evidence.

(ORC 4511.991)

313.01 OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.

(A) No pedestrian or driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any traffic
control device placed in accordance with the provisions of this Traffic Code,
unless at the time otherwise directed by a police officer.

No provisions of this Traffic Code for which signs are required shall be
enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged
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violation an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently legible
to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular
section of this Traffic Code does not state that signs are required, that
section shall be effective even though no signs are erected or in place.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.12, ORC 4511.991)

313.09 DRIVER'S DUTIES UPON APPROACHING AMBIGUOUS OR NON-
WORKING TRAFFIC SIGNAL.

(A) The driver of a vehicle who approaches an intersection where traffic is
controlled by traffic control signals shall do all of the following, if the signal
facing the driver either exhibits no colored lights or colored lighted
arrows or exhibits a combination of such lights or arrows that fails to
clearly indicate the assignment of right-of-way. or, if the vehicle is a
bicycle or an electric bicycle, the signals are otherwise malfunctioning due
to the failure of a vehicle detector to detect the presence of the bicycle
or electric bicycle:

(1) Stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, stop before
entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if
none, stop before entering the intersection;

(2) Yield the right-of-way to all vehicles in the intersection or
approaching on an intersecting road, if the vehicles will constitute
an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or
within the intersection or junction of roadways.

(3) Exercise ordinary care while proceeding through the intersection.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a
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contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.132, ORC 4511.991)

331.01 DRIVING UPON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY; EXCEPTIONS.

(A) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right
half of the roadway, except as follows:

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the
same direction, or when making a left turn under the rules
governing such movements;

(2) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to
the left of the center of the highway; provided, any person
so doing shall yield the right-of- way to all vehicles
traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed
portion of the highway within such distance as to constitute
an immediate hazard;

(3) When driving upon a roadway divided into three or more marked
lanes for traffic under the rules applicable thereon;

(4) When driving upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for
one-way traffic;

(5) When otherwise directed by a police officer or traffic control device.

(B) (1) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the
prevailing and lawful speed of traffic at the time and place and
under the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand
lane then available for traffic, and far enough to the right to allow
passing by faster vehicles if such passing is safe and reasonable,
except under any of the following circumstances:

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding
in the same direction;

(b)  When preparing for a left turn;

(c)  When the driver must necessarily drive in a lane other than
the right-hand lane to continue on the driver's intended
route.

(2) Nothing in subsection (B)(1) of this section requires a driver of
a slower vehicle to compromise the driver's safety to allow
overtaking by a faster vehicle.

(C) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and
providing for two-way movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to
the left of the center line of the roadway, except when authorized by
official traffic control devices designating certain lanes to the left of the
center of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use the
lanes, or except as permitted under subsection (A)(2) hereof.

This subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the
center line in making a left turn into or from an alley, private road or
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driveway.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense,
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a

contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.25, ORC 4511.991)

331.02 PASSING TO RIGHT WHEN PROCEEDING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS.

(A) Operators of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each
other to the right, and upon roadways having width for not more than
one line of traffic in each direction, each operator shall give to the
other one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway or as nearly
one-half as is reasonably possible.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.26, ORC 4511.991)

331.03 OVERTAKING, PASSING TO LEFT; DRIVER'S DUTIES.

(A) The following rules govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding
in the same direction:

(1) The operator of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in
the same direction shall, except as provided in subsection (A)(3)
hereof, signal to the vehicle to be overtaken, shall pass to the left
thereof at a safe distance, and shall not again drive to the right
side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle.
When a motor vehicle overtakes and passes a bicycle or electric
bicycle, three feet or greater is considered a safe passing distance.

(2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the
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operator of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor
of the overtaking vehicle at the latter's audible signal, and the
operator shall not increase the speed of the operator's vehicle
until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

(3) The operator of a vehicle overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction on a divided street or highway
as defined in Section 331.31, a limited access highway as defined
in ORC 5511.02 or a highway with four or more traffic lanes, is not
required to signal audibly to the vehicle being overtaken and
passed.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.27, ORC 4511.991)

331.04 OVERTAKING AND PASSING UPON RIGHT.

(A) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle
only under the following conditions:

(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn;

(2) Upon a roadway with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width
for two or more lines of vehicles moving lawfully in the direction
being traveled by the overtaking vehicle.

(B) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle only under
conditions permitting such movement in safety. The movement shall not be
made by driving off the roadway.

(©) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.28, ORC 4511.991)
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331.05 OVERTAKING, PASSING TO LEFT OF CENTER.

(A) No vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center of the roadway in
overtaking and passing traffic proceeding in the same direction, unless
such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a
sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be
completely made, without interfering with the safe operation of any traffic
approaching from the opposite direction or any traffic overtaken. In every
event the overtaking vehicle must return to an authorized lane of travel
as soon as practicable and in the event the passing movement involves
the use of a lane authorized for traffic approaching from the opposite
direction before coming within 200 feet of any approaching vehicle.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is
a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.29, 4511.991)

331.06 ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS ON DRIVING UPON LEFT SIDE OF
ROADWAY.

(A)  No vehicle shall be driven upon the left side of the roadway under the
following conditions:

(1) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway,
where the operator's view is obstructed within such a distance as to
create a hazard in the event traffic might approach from the opposite
direction;

(2) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 feet of any
bridge, viaduct or tunnel;

(3) When approaching within 100 feet of or traversing any intersection or
railroad grade crossing.

(B) This section does not apply to vehicles upon a one-way roadway, upon a
roadway where traffic is lawfully directed to be driven to the left side or under
the conditions described in Section 331.01(A)(2).

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
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is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.30, ORC 4511.991)

331.07 HAZARDOUS OR NO PASSING ZONES.

(A) Hazardous zones, commonly called "no passing zones," shall consist of an
auxiliary yellow line marked on the roadway pavement and placed parallel
to the normal center line or marked lane line. When the auxiliary yellow
line appears on the left side in the driver's lane of travel and to the right of
the normal center line or marked lane line, no driver shall drive across the
auxiliary yellow line to overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the
same direction. When auxiliary yellow lines appear on both sides of the
normal center line or marked lane line, drivers proceeding in either
direction shall not drive across such auxiliary yellow lines to overtake and
pass another vehicle proceeding in the same direction. No driver shall, at
any other time, drive across the yellow auxiliary line when it appears in the
driver's lane of travel, except to make a lawfully permitted left-hand turn
under the rules governing such movement. No passing signs may also be
erected facing traffic to indicate the beginning and end of each no passing
zone.

When appropriate signs or markings indicating hazardous or no passing
zones are in place and clearly visible, every operator of a vehicle shall
obey the directions of the signs or markings, notwithstanding the distance
set out in Section 331.06.

(B) Subsection (A) of this section does not apply when all of the following apply:

(1) The slower vehicle is proceeding at less than half the speed of the
speed limit applicable to that location.

(2) The faster vehicle is capable of overtaking and passing the
slower vehicle without exceeding the speed limit.

(3) There is sufficient clear sight distance to the left of the center or
center line of the roadway to meet the overtaking and passing
provisions of Section 331.05, considering the speed of the slower
vehicle.

(©) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).
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(ORC 4511.31, ORC 4511.991)

331.08 DRIVING IN MARKED LANES OR CONTINUOUS LINES OF TRAFFIC.

(A) Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked
lanes for traffic or wherever traffic is lawfully moving in two or more
substantially continuous lines in the same direction, the following rules

apply:

(1) A vehicle shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely within a
single lane or line of traffic and shall not be moved from such lane or
line until the driver has first ascertained that such movement can be
made with safety.

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for
two-way movement of traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the
center lane except when overtaking and passing another vehicle
where the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear
of traffic within a safe distance, or when preparing for a left turn,
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to
traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding and is
posted with signs to give notice of such allocation.

(3) Official signs may be erected directing specified traffic to use a
designated lane or designating those lanes to be used by traffic
moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the
roadway, or restricting the use of a particular lane to only buses
during certain hours or during all hours, and drivers of vehicles
shall obey the directions of such signs.

(4) Official traffic control devices may be installed prohibiting the
changing of lanes on sections of roadway and drivers of vehicles
shall obey the directions of every such device.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.33, ORC 4511.991)

331.09 FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY.

(A) The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely
than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such
vehicle and the traffic upon and the condition of the highway.
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(B)

The driver of any truck, or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when
traveling upon a roadway outside a business or residence district shall
maintain a sufficient space, whenever conditions permit, between such
vehicle and another vehicle ahead so an overtaking motor vehicle may
enter and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph does not
prevent overtaking and passing nor does it apply to any lane specially
designated for use by trucks.

Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or
residence district in a caravan or motorcade, shall maintain a sufficient
space between such vehicles so an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy
such space without danger. This paragraph shall not apply to funeral
processions.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a

contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the

additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(A)

(ORC 4511.34, ORC 4511.991)

331.10 TURNING AT INTERSECTIONS.

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be
governed by the following rules:

(1) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) At any intersection where traffic is permitted to move in both
directions on each roadway entering the intersection, an approach
for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the
roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the
right of such center line where it enters the intersection and after
entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave
the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being
entered. Whenever practicable the left turn shall be made in that
portion of the intersection to the left of the center of the
intersection.

(3) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one
or more of the roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to
turn left at any such intersection shall approach the intersection
in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving
in the direction of travel of such vehicle, and after entering the
intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave the
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(B)

intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane of the
roadway being entered lawfully available to the traffic moving in
that lane.

(4) Markers, buttons or signs may be placed within or adjacent to
intersections and thereby require and direct that a different course
from that specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at
an intersection, and when such markers, buttons or signs are so
placed, no operator of a vehicle shall turn such vehicle at an
intersection other than as directed and required by such markers,
buttons or signs.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.36, ORC 4511.991)

331.12 "U" TURNS RESTRICTED.

(A)

(B)

(©)

Except as provided in Section 313.03 and subsection (b) hereof, no

vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon

any curve, or upon the approach to or near the crest of a grade, if the vehicle
cannot be seen within 500 feet by the driver of any other vehicle approaching
from either direction.

The driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when
responding to an emergency call, may turn the vehicle so as to

proceed in the opposite direction. This subsection applies only when
the emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is responding to an
emergency call, is equipped with and displaying at least one flashing,
rotating or oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions
from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the vehicle, and when the
driver of the vehicle is giving an audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle or
bell. This subsection does not relieve the driver of an emergency
vehicle or public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for
the safety of all persons and property upon the highway. (ORC 4511.37)

Except as provided in subsection (B) hereof, no vehicle shall be turned so
as to proceed in the opposite direction within an intersection, or upon any
street in a business district, or upon a freeway, expressway or controlled-
access highway, or where authorized signs are erected to prohibit such
movement, or at any other location unless such movement can be made
with reasonable safety to other users of the street and without
interfering with the safe operation of any traffic that may be affected by
such movement.
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(D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.37, ORC 4511.991)

331.13 STARTING AND BACKING VEHICLES.

(A) No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked until such
movement can be made with reasonable safety.

Before backing, operators of vehicles shall give ample warning, and while
backing they shall exercise vigilance not to injure person or property on
the street or highway.

No person shall back a motor vehicle on a freeway, except: in a rest area;
in the performance of public works or official duties; as a result of an
emergency caused by an accident or breakdown of a motor vehicle.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.38, ORC 4511.991)

331.14 SIGNALS BEFORE CHANGING COURSE, TURNING OR STOPPING.

(A)  No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a highway unless and
until such person has exercised due care to ascertain that the movement
can be made with reasonable safety nor without giving an appropriate
signal in the manner hereinafter provided.

When required, a signal of intention to turn or move right or left shall be
given continuously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the
vehicle before turning, except that in the case of a person operating a
bicycle or electric bicycle, the signal shall be made not less than one

time but is not required to be continuous. A bicycle or electric bicycle
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(B)

operator is not required to make a signal if the bicycle or electric bicycle is
in a desighated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given when the
operator's hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle.

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle
without first giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided herein
to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear when there is
opportunity to give a signal.

Any stop or turn signal required by this section shall be given either by
means of the hand and arm, or by signal lights that clearly indicate to
both approaching and following traffic intention to turn or move right or
left, except that any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped
with, and the required signal shall be given by, signal lights when the
distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the left
outside limit of the body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds 24
inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of the steering
post to the rear limit of the body or load thereof exceeds 14 feet, whether a
single vehicle or a combination of vehicles.

The signal lights required by this section shall not be flashed on one side
only on a disabled vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" signal to
operators of other vehicles approaching from the rear, nor be flashed on
one side only of a parked vehicle except as may be necessary for
compliance with this section.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.39, ORC 4511.991)

331.15 HAND AND ARM SIGNALS.

(A)

(B)

Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, all signals required by this
Traffic Code, when given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of
the vehicle in the following manner, and such signals shall indicate as follows:

(1) Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally;
(2) Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward;
(3) Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward.

As an alternative to subsection (A)(2) hereof, a person operating a
bicycle or electric bicycle may give a right turn signal by extending the
right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side of the bicycle or
electric bicycle.

(®

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
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section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.40, ORC 4511.991)

331.16 RIGHT-OF-WAY AT INTERSECTIONS.

(A) When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection from different streets
or highways at approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the
left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.

(B) The right-of-way rule declared in subsection (a) hereof, is modified at
through highways and otherwise as stated in this Traffic Code and ORC
Chapter 4511. (ORC 4511.41)

(C) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, when two vehicles
approach or enter a junction of two or more alleys from
different directions at approximately the same time, the driver of the
vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.41, ORC 4511.991)

331.17 RIGHT-OF-WAY WHEN TURNING LEFT.

(A) The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection
or into an alley, private road or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any
vehicle approaching from the opposite direction, whenever the
approaching vehicle is within the intersection or so close to the
intersection, alley, private road or driveway as to constitute an
immediate hazard.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this

section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
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one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting

activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is

subject to the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.42, ORC 4511.991)

331.18 OPERATION OF VEHICLE AT YIELD SIGNS.

(A)

(B)

The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow down to a
speed reasonable for the existing conditions and, if required for safety to
stop, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching
traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it. After slowing or stopping,
the driver shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection or
approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate
hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the

intersection or junction of roadways. Whenever a driver is involved in a
collision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction of roadways, after driving
past a yield sign without stopping, the collision shall be prima-facie evidence of
the driver's failure to yield the right-of-way.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this

section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the

offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to

one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this

section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year

of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section

is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.43(B), ORC 4511.991)

331.19 OPERATION OF VEHICLE AT STOP SIGNS.

(A)

Except when directed to proceed by a law enforcement officer, every driver of
a vehicle approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line,
but if none before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway
where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway
before entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right-of-
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way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway
so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driveris
moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.43(A), ORC 4511.991)

331.20 EMERGENCY OR PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLES AT STOP SIGNALS OR
SIGNS.

(A) The driver of any emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when
responding to an emergency call, upon approaching a red or stop signal
or any stop sign shall slow down as necessary for safety to traffic, but
may proceed cautiously past such red or stop sign or signal with due
regard for the safety of all persons using the street or highway.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.03, ORC 4511.991)

331.22 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN ROADWAY:
DUTY TO YIELD.

(A) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the operator of a
vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from an alley or from any
place other than another roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all
traffic approaching on the roadway to be entered or crossed.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
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section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.44, ORC 4511.991)

331.23 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN ROADWAY:
STOPPING AT SIDEWALK.

(A)

(B)

Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the driver of a
vehicle emerging from an alley, building, private road or driveway within
a business or residence district shall stop the vehicle immediately prior
to driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across
the alley, building entrance, road or driveway, or in the event there is no
sidewalk area, shall stop at the point nearest the street to be entered
where the driver has a view of approaching traffic thereon.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.431, ORC 4511.991)

331.24 RIGHT-OF-WAY OF FUNERAL PROCESSION.

(A)

(B)

As used in this section "funeral procession" means two or more vehicles
accompanying the cremated remains or the body of a deceased person
in the daytime when each of the vehicles has its headlights lighted and is
displaying a purple and white or an orange and white pennant attached
to each vehicle in such a manner as to be clearly visible to traffic
approaching from any direction.

Excepting public safety vehicles proceeding in accordance with Section
331.21 or when directed otherwise by a police officer, pedestrians and
the operators of all vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to each vehicle
that is a part of a funeral procession. Whenever the lead vehicle in a
funeral procession lawfully enters an intersection, the remainder of the
vehicles in the procession may continue to follow the lead vehicle
through the intersection notwithstanding any traffic control devices or
right-of-way provisions of this Traffic Code, provided that the operator of
each vehicle exercises due care to avoid colliding with any other vehicle
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or pedestrian.

(C) No person shall operate any vehicle as a part of a funeral procession
without having the headlights of the vehicle lighted and without
displaying a purple and white or an orange and white pennant in such a
manner as to be clearly visible to traffic approaching from any direction.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.451, ORC 4511.991)

331.26 DRIVING UPON STREET POSTED AS CLOSED FOR REPAIR.

(A) No person shall drive upon, along or across a street or highway, or any part
of a street or highway that has been closed in the process of its
construction, reconstruction or repair, and posted with appropriate signs
by the authority having jurisdiction to close such street or highway.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.71, ORC 4511.991)

331.27 FOLLOWING AND PARKING NEAR EMERGENCY OR SAFETY
VEHICLES.

(A) Thedriver of any vehicle, other than an emergency vehicle or public safety
vehicle on official business, shall not follow any emergency vehicle or
public safety vehicle traveling in response to an alarm closer than 500
feet, or drive into or park such vehicle within the block where fire
apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm, unless directed to do so
by a police officer or a firefighter.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
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offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.72, ORC 4511.991)

331.29 DRIVING THROUGH SAFETY ZONE.

(A)  No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate
motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the
offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a

contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.60, ORC 4511.991)

331.30 ONE-WAY STREETS AND ROTARY TRAFFIC ISLANDS.

(A) Upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic a
vehicle shall be driven only in the direction designated. A vehicle passing
around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of the rotary
traffic island.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.32, ORC 4511.991)
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331.31 DRIVING UPON DIVIDED ROADWAYS.

(A)  Whenever any street has been divided into two roadways by an intervening
space, or by a physical barrier, or clearly indicated dividing section so
constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only
upon the right-hand roadway, and no vehicle shall be driven over, across or
within any such dividing space, barrier or median section, except through
an opening, crossover or intersection established by public authority. This
section does not prohibit the occupancy of such dividing space, barrier or
median section for the purpose of an emergency stop or in compliance with an
order of a police officer.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.35, ORC 4511.991)
331.33 OBSTRUCTING INTERSECTION, CROSSWALK OR GRADE CROSSING.

(A) Nodrivershall enter anintersection or marked crosswalk or drive onto
any railroad grade crossing unless there is sufficient space on the other
side of the intersection, crosswalk or grade crossing to accommodate the
vehicle the driver is operating without obstructing the passage of other
vehicles, pedestrians or railroad trains, notwithstanding any traffic
control signal indication to proceed.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.712, ORC 4511.991)

331.37 DRIVING UPON SIDEWALKS, STREET LAWNS OR CURBS.

(A) No person shall drive any vehicle, other than a bicycle or an electric bicycle if
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the motor is not engaged, upon a sidewalk or sidewalk area except upon a

permanent or duly authorized temporary driveway.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting local authorities

from requlating the operation of bicycles or electric bicycles within

their respective jurisdictions, except that no local authority may require

that bicycles or electric bicycles be operated on sidewalks. (ORC

(B)

(©)

4511.711(A))

No person shall drive a vehicle on a street lawn area or the curb of a
street, except upon a permanent or duly authorized temporary
driveway or when otherwise lawfully authorized.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity

is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_

the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.711, ORC 4511.991)

331.40 STOPPING AT GRADE CROSSING.

(A)

(1) Except as provided in subsection (a)(2) hereof, the operator of
any bus, any school vehicle, or any vehicle transporting material
required to be placarded under 49 CFR Parts 100-185, before
crossing at grade any track of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle, and,
while so stopped, shall listen through an open door or open window
and look in both directions along the track for any approaching
train, and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall
proceed only upon exercising due care after stopping, looking and
listening as required by this section. Upon proceeding, the operator of
such a vehicle shall cross only in a gear that will ensure there will be
no necessity for changing gears while traversing the crossing and
shall not shift gears while crossing the tracks.

(2) This section does not apply at grade crossings when the Ohio Public
Utilities Commission has authorized and approved an exempt
crossing as provided in this subsection.

(a) Any local authority may file an application with the
Commission requesting the approval of an exempt crossing.
Upon receipt of such a request, the Commission shall
authorize a limited period for the filing of comments by any
party regarding the application and then shall conduct a
public hearing in the community seeking the exempt
crossing designation. The Commission shall provide
appropriate prior public notice of the comment period and
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(B)

(3)

(4)

(1)

the public hearing. By registered mail, the Commission shall
notify each railroad operating over the crossing of the
comment period.

(b)  After considering any comments or other information
received, the Commission may approve or reject the
application. By order, the Commission may establish
conditions for the exempt crossing designation, including
compliance with division (B) of 49 C.F.R. Part 392.10,
when applicable. An exempt crossing designation becomes
effective only when appropriate signs giving notice of
the exempt designation are erected at the crossing as
ordered by the Commission and any other conditions
ordered by the Commission are satisfied.

(c) By order, the Commission may rescind any exempt crossing
designation made under this section if the Commission finds
that a condition at the exempt crossing has changed to such
an extent that the continuation of the exempt crossing
designation compromises public safety. The Commission
may conduct a public hearing to investigate and determine
whether to rescind the exempt crossing designation. If the
Commission rescinds the designation, it shall order the
removal of any exempt crossing signs and may make any
other necessary order.

As used in this section:

(@)  School vehicle means any vehicle used for the transportation
of pupils to and from a school or school-related function if
the vehicle is owned or operated by, or operated under
contract with, a public or nonpublic school.

(b)  Bus means any vehicle originally designed by its manufacturer
to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver,
or carries 16 or more passengers, including the driver.

(c) Exemptcrossing means a highway rail grade crossing
authorized and approved by the Public Utilities
Commission under subsection (A)(2) hereof at which
vehicles may cross without making the stop otherwise
required by this section.

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (A)(4), whoever
violates subsection (A) hereof is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty
to one or more violations of subsection (A) hereof or ORC
4511.76, 4511.761, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77 or 4511.79, or
a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any of those
sections, whoever violates subsection (A) hereof is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. (ORC 4511.63)

When authorized stop signs are erected at railroad grade
crossings, the operator of any vehicle shall stop within 50 but not
less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of the railroad tracks
and shall exercise due care before proceeding across such
grade crossing.
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates
this subsection (B)(1) hereof is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If,
within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or
traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is
a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the
additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.61(D)(E), ORC 4511.63, ORC 4511.991)

331.43 WEARING EARPLUGS OR EARPHONES PROHIBITED.

(A) As used in this section:

(1) "Earphones" means any device that covers all or a portion of both
ears and that does either of the following:

(a) Through either a physical connection to another device or a
wireless connection, provides the listener with radio
programs, music, or other information;

(b) Provides hearing protection.

"Earphones" does not include speakers or other listening
devices that are built into protective headgear.

(2) "Earplugs" means any device that can be inserted into one or
both ears and that does either of the following:

(a) Through either a physical connection to another device or a
wireless connection, provides the listener with radio
programs, music, or other information;

(b) Provides hearing protection.

(aB) No person shall operate a motor vehicle while wearing earphones over, or
earplugs in, both ears. As—used—m—tlfﬁs—seetr%—eamheﬂes%ﬁeaﬁs—an%

(-C) This section does not apply to:
(1) Any person wearing a hearing aid;
(2) Law enforcement personnel while on duty;
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(3) Fire department personnel and emergency medical service
personnel while on duty;

(4) Any person engaged in the operation of equipment for use in the
maintenance or repair of any street or highway; er

(5) Any person engaged in the operation of refuse collection equipment; or

(6) Any person wearing earphones or earplugs for hearing protection
while operating a motorcycle.

(e D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(ORC 4511.84)

333.02 OPERATION IN WILLFUL OR WANTON DISREGARD OF SAFETY.

(A) No person shall operate a vehicle on any street or highway in willful or wanton
disregard of the safety of persons or property.

Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this
section is quilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is quilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. (ORC 4511.20)

(B) No person shall operate a vehicle on any public or private property
other than streets or highways, in willful or wanton disregard of the
safety of persons or property.

This subsection does not apply to the competitive operation of vehicles on
public or private property when the owner of such property knowingly
permits such operation thereon.

Except as otherwise provided in this divisienr subsection, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded
guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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(dC) Whenever a person is found guilty under this section of operating a motor
vehicle in violation of this section relating to reckless operation, the trial
court of any court of record, in addition to or independent of all other penalties
provided by law, may impose a class five suspension of the offender's driver's or
commercial driver's license or permit or nonresident operating privilege from the
range specified in division (A)(5) of ORC 4510.02. (ORC 4510.02, ORC 4510.15)

(ORC 4510.02, ORC 4510.15, ORC 4511.20, ORC 4511.201)

333.03 MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS; ASSURED CLEAR DISTANCE AHEAD.

(A) No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater or less than is
reasonable or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width
of the street or highway and any other conditions, and no person shall
drive any motor vehicle in and upon any street or highway at a greater
speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured
clear distance ahead.

(B) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared or
established pursuant to ORC 4511.21 by the Ohio Director of
Transportation or Council, for the operator of a motor vehicle to operate
the same at a speed not exceeding the following:

(1) (a) Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school
recess and while children are going to or leaving school
during the opening or closing hours, and when 20 miles
per hour school speed limit signs are erected; except, that
on controlled-access highways and expressways, if the right-
of-way line fence has been erected without pedestrian
opening, the speed shall be governed by subsection (B)(4)
hereof and on freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has
been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be
governed by subsection (B)(7) hereof. The end of every
school zone may be marked by a sign indicating the end
of the zone. Nothing in this section or in the manual and
specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices
shall be construed to require school zones to be indicated
by signs equipped with flashing or other lights, or giving
other special notice of the hours in which the school zone
speed limit is in effect.

(b) As used in this section, "school" means any school chartered
under ORC 3301.16 and any nonchartered school that during
the preceding year filed with the Department of Education in
compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio Administrative
Code, a copy of the school's report for the parents of the
school's pupils certifying that the school meets Ohio
minimum standards for nonchartered, nontax-supported
schools and presents evidence of this filing to the
jurisdiction from which it is requesting the establishment of
a school zone.

(o) As used in this section, "school zone" means that portion of
a street or highway passing a school fronting upon the
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street or highway that is encompassed by projecting the

school property lines to the fronting street or highway. Upon

request from the Municipality for streets and highways under
its jurisdiction, the Ohio Director of Transportation may
extend the traditional school zone boundaries. The
distances in subsections (B)(1)(c)(i to iii) hereof shall

not exceed 300 feet per approach per direction and are

bounded by whichever of the following distances or

combinations thereof the Director approves as most
appropriate:

(i) The distance encompassed by projecting the school
building lines normal to the fronting highway and
extending a distance of 300 feet on each approach
direction;

(i)  Thedistance encompassed by projecting the school
property lines intersecting the fronting highway and
extending a distance of 300 feet on each approach
direction;

(iii)  The distance encompassed by the special marking of
the pavement for a principal school pupil crosswalk
plus a distance of 300 feet on each approach direction
of highway;

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate
the Director's initial action on August 9, 1976,
establishing all school zones at the traditional school
zone boundaries defined by projecting school property
lines, except when those boundaries are extended as
provided in subsections (B)(1)(a) and (c) kereof this
section.

(d)

As used in this subsection, "crosswalk" has the meaning
given that term in section 301.09. The Director may, upon
request by resolution of Council, and upon submission by
the Municipality of such engineering, traffic and other
information as the Director considers necessary,
designate a school zone on any portion of a State route lying
within the Municipality that includes a crosswalk customarily
used by children going to or leaving a school during recess
and opening and closing hours, whenever the distance, as
measured in a straight line, from the school property line
nearest the crosswalk to the nearest point of the crosswalk
is no more than 1,320 feet. Such a school zone shall include
the distance encompassed by the crosswalk and extending
300 feet on each approach direction of the State route;

(e) e} As used in this section, "special elementary school" means a

school that meets all of the following criteria:

) (i) It is not chartered and does not receive tax revenue

from any source.

&) (ii) It does not educate children beyond the eighth grade.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

i) (iii) It is located outside the limits of a municipal corporation.

v} (iv) A majority of the total number of students enrolled
at the school are not related by blood.

4 (v) The principal or other person in charge of the special
elementary school annually sends a report to the
superintendent of the school district in which the
special elementary school is located indicating the
total number of students enrolled at the school, but
otherwise the principal or other person in charge does
not report any other information or data to the
superintendent.

Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of the Municipality,
except on State routes outside business districts, through
highways outside business districts and alleys;

Thirty-five miles per hour on all State routes or through highways
within the Municipality outside business districts, except as provided
in subsections (B)(4) and (5-6) hereof;

Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways
within the Municipality except as provided in divisions (B)(12), (13),
(14), (15), and (16) of this section;

Fifty-five miles per hour on highways outside municipal

(56)

(6 7)
(8)

corporations, other than highways within island jurisdictions as
provided in division (B)(8) of this section, highways as provided in
divisions (B)(9) and (10) of this section, and highways,
expressways, and freeways as provided in divisions (B)(12), (13),
(14), and (16) of this section;

Fifty miles per hour on State routes within the Municipality outside
urban districts unless a lower prima-facie speed is established as
further provided in this section;

Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the Municipality;

Thirty-five miles per hour on highways outside municipal

(9)

corporations that are within an island jurisdiction;

Thirty-five miles per hour on through highways, except state

(10)

routes, that are outside municipal corporations and that are within a
national park with boundaries extending through two or more
counties;

Sixty miles per hour on two-lane state routes outside municipal

(711)

corporations as established by the director under division (H)(2) of
this section;
Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways with paved

(12)

shoulders inside the Municipality other than freeways as provided in
subsection (B)(164) and (126);
Sixty miles per hour on rural expressways with traffic control

signals and on all portions of rural divided highways, except as
provided in divisions (B)(13) and (14) of this section;
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g i i I ‘ ‘ hict "
. " . ‘ | divided-hidl ;
(9 13) Sixty-five miles per hour fer-eperaters-efany-motervehicleatal-

times on all rural expressways without traffic control signals;

(1814) Seventy miles per hour fer-eperaters-ofany-motervehicleatal-

times on all rural freeways.

(115) Fifty-five miles per hour fer-eperaters-ofany-metorvehicleatal-
times on all portions of freeways or expressways in congested
areas as determined by the Director and that are located within a
municipal corporation that-arepart efthe interstatesystem—and-
are—lecated—withina—municipal-corperation—or within an interstate
freeway outerbelt, except as provided in division (B)(16) of this
section;

(126) Sixty-five miles per hour fer-eperaters-ofany-meotervehicleatal-
times on all portions of freeways or expessways-irdrbanareasas-

determined-by-the Directerand—thatarepart—of the—interstate—
system—and—are—partof an interstatefreeway—outerbel—without

traffic_control signals in urbanized areas.

(C) Itis prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed
limitations in subsection (B)(1)(a)-te b)}{6)hereof (2), (3), (4), (6), (7).,
(8), and (9) of this section, or any declared or established pursuant to this
section by the Director or local authorities and it is unlawful for any
person to exceed any of the speed limitations in subsection (D) khereof
this section. No person shall be convicted of more than one violation of
this section for the same conduct, although violations of more than one
provision of this section may be charged in the alternative in a single
affidavit.

(D) No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a street or highway as follows:

(1) At a speed exceeding 55 miles per hour, except upon a two-lane
state route as provided in division (B)(10) of this section and
upon a highway, expressway or freeway as provided in subsection
(B89, 10)and{12) hereof (12), (13), (14), and (16) of this
section;

(2) At a speed exceeding 60 miles per hour upon a highway—as—
provided—in subsection{b)}{8) hereof two-lane state route as

provided in division (B)(10) of this section and upon a highway as
provided in division (B)(12) of this section;

(3) At a speed exceeding 65 miles per hour upon an expressway as

provided in subsection (B)(9-13) herecof;exceptuponafreewayas-
provided-insubsection {b){10)hereof-orupon a freeway as

provided in division (B)(16) of this section, except upon a freeway
as provided in division (B)(14) of this section;

(4) Ataspeedexceeding 70 miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in
subsection (B)(184) hereof this section;

(5) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a highway,
expressway or freeway for which the Director has determined
and declared a speed limit pursuant to ORC 4511.21(I)(2) or
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(E)

(F)

(G)

(H)

(L)(2).
In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall
specify the time, place and speed at which the defendant is alleged to
have driven, and in charges made in reliance upon subsection (C) kereof
this section also the speed which subsections (B)(1)(a)-te{bX{6)hereoef-
(2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or (9) of, or a limit declared or established
pursuant to this section declares is prima-facie lawful at the time and
place of such alleged violation, except that in affidavits where a person
is alleged to have driven at a greater speed than will permit the person to
bring the vehicle to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead the
affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at which the defendant is
alleged to have driven.

When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation
in subsection (d) hereof is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a
single affidavit, alleging a single act, with a violation indicated of both
subsections (B)(1)(a) te{b){6)hereof (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or (9) of
this section, or of a limit declared or established pursuant to this section
by the Director or local authorities, and of the limitation in subsection
(d) hereof. If the court finds a violation of subsection (B)(1)(a) to (B)(6)
hereof, or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section has
occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such subsection
and dismiss the charge under subsection (d) hereof. If it finds no violation
of subsections (B)(1)(a) te{bX{6)hereof (2), (3), (4), (6), (7)., (8), or
(9) of this section or a limit declared or established pursuant to this
section, it shall then consider whether the evidence supports a conviction
under subsection (D) hereof this section.

Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under subsection (D)
hereof in accordance with ORC 4510.036.

(1) Whenever the director determines upon the basis of criteria

established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that
any speed limit set forth in divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section
is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions
found to exist at any portion of a street or highway under the
jurisdiction of the director, the director shall determine and declare
a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit, which shall be
effective when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected at
the location.

(2)  Whenever the director determines upon the basis of criteria
established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that
the speed limit of fifty-five miles per hour on a two-lane state route
outside a municipal corporation is less than is reasonable or safe
under the conditions found to exist at that portion of the state
route, the director may determine and declare a speed limit of

Page 40 of 120




(I

(4)

1)

sixty miles per hour for that portion of the state route, which shall
be effective when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected at
the location.

(a) For purposes of the safe and orderly movement of traffic upon any
portion of a street or highway under the jurisdiction of the
director, the director may establish a variable speed limit that is
different than the speed limit established by or under this section
on all or portions of interstate six hundred seventy, interstate
two hundred seventy-five, and interstate ninety commencing at
the intersection of that interstate with interstate seventy-one and
continuing to the border of the state of Ohio with the state of
Pennsylvania. The director shall establish criteria for determining
the appropriate use of variable speed limits and shall establish
variable speed limits in accordance with the criteria. The director
may establish variable speed limits based upon the time of day,
weather conditions, traffic incidents, or other factors that affect the
safe speed on a street or highway. The director shall not establish
a variable speed limit that is based on a particular type or class of
vehicle. A variable speed limit established by the director under
this section is effective when appropriate signs giving notice of the
speed limit are displayed at the location.

(b) Except for variable speed limits established under division
(H)(3)(a) of this section, the director shall establish a variable
speed limit under the authority granted to the director by this
section on not more than two additional highways and only
pursuant to criteria established in rules adopted in accordance with
ORC Chapter 119. The rules shall be based on the criteria
described in division (H)(3)(a) of this section. The rules also shall
establish the parameters of any engineering study necessary for
determining when variable speed limits are appropriate.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the
director to establish speed limits within a construction zone as authorized
under ORC 4511.98.

Except as provided in divisions (I1)(2), (J), (K), and (N) of this section,

whenever local authorities determine upon the basis of criteria established

by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that the speed

permitted by divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section, on any part of a

highway under their jurisdiction, is greater than is reasonable and safe

under the conditions found to exist at such location, the local authorities

may by resolution request the director to determine and declare a

reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit. Upon receipt of such request

the director may determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie

speed limit at such location, and if the director does so, then such declared

speed limit shall become effective only when appropriate signs giving

notice thereof are erected at such location by the local authorities. The
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director may withdraw the declaration of a prima-facie speed limit
whenever in the director's opinion the altered prima-facie speed limit
becomes unreasonable. Upon such withdrawal, the declared prima-
facie speed limit shall become ineffective and the signs relating thereto
shall be immediately removed by the local authorities.

(2) A local authority may determine on the basis of criteria established by an
engineering study, as defined by the director, that the speed limit of
sixty-five or seventy miles per hour on a portion of a freeway under its
jurisdiction is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions
found to exist at that portion of the freeway. If the local authority makes
such a determination, the local authority by resolution may request the
director to determine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit of not
less than fifty-five miles per hour for that portion of the freeway. If the
director takes such action, the declared speed limit becomes effective only
when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected at such location by
the local authority.

(1) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may authorize by
ordinance higher prima-facie speeds than those stated in this section upon
through highways, or upon highways or portions thereof where there are no
intersections, or between widely spaced intersections, provided signs
are erected giving notice of the authorized speed, but local authorities
shall not modify or alter the basic rule set forth in division (A) of this
section or in any event authorize by ordinance a speed in excess of the
maximum speed permitted by division (D) of this section for the specified
type of highway.

Alteration of prima-facie limits on state routes by local authorities shall not be
effective until the alteration has been approved by the director. The
director may withdraw approval of any altered prima-facie speed limits
whenever in the director's opinion any altered prima-facie speed becomes
unreasonable, and upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed
shall become ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be immediately
removed by the local authorities.

H(K) (1)  As used in divisions (K)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this section,
"unimproved highway" means a highway consisting of any of the

following:

(a) Unimproved earth;

(b)  Unimproved graded and drained earth;

(c) Gravel.

(2)  Except as otherwise provided in divisions (K)(4) and (5) of this
section, whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of
criteria established by an engineering study, as defined by the
director, that the speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section on
any part of an unimproved highway under its jurisdiction and in the
unincorporated territory of the local authority is greater than is
reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at the location,

Page 42 of 120




(4)

the local authority may by resolution declare a reasonable and safe

prima-facie speed limit of fifty-five but not less than twenty-five miles

per hour. An altered speed limit adopted by a local authority under

this division becomes effective when appropriate traffic control

devices, as prescribed in section 4511.11 of the Revised Code, giving

notice thereof are erected at the location, which shall be no sooner

than sixty days after adoption of the resolution.

(a)

Whenever, in the opinion of a local authority, any altered prima-

(b)

facie speed limit established by the local authority under this
division becomes unreasonable, the local authority may adopt a
resolution withdrawing the altered prima- facie speed limit. Upon the
adoption of such a resolution, the altered prima-facie speed limit
becomes ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto
shall be immediately removed.

Whenever a highway ceases to be an unimproved highway

(a)

and the local authority has adopted an altered prima-facie
speed limit pursuant to division (K)(2) of this section, the
local authority shall, by resolution, withdraw the altered
prima-facie speed limit as soon as the highway ceases to be
unimproved. Upon the adoption of such a resolution, the
altered prima-facie speed limit becomes ineffective and the
traffic control devices relating thereto shall be immediately
removed.

If the boundary of two local authorities rests on the centerline of an

unimproved highway in unincorporated territory and both local
authorities have jurisdiction over the highway, neither of the local
authorities may declare an altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant
to division (K)(2) of this section on the part of the highway under
their joint jurisdiction unless both of the local authorities determine,
upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as
defined by the director, that the speed permitted by division
(B)(5) of this section is greater than is reasonable or safe under
the conditions found to exist at the location and both boards agree
upon a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-
five  but not less than twenty- five miles per hour for that location.

If both local authorities so agree, each shall follow the procedure

specified in division (K)(2) of this section for altering the prima-

facie speed limit on the highway. Except as otherwise provided in

division (K)(4)(b) of this section, no speed limit altered pursuant to

division (K)(4)(a) of this section may be withdrawn unless both of

the local authorities determine that the altered prima-facie speed

limit previously adopted becomes unreasonable and each board

adopts a resolution withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed limit

pursuant to the procedure specified in division (K)(3)(a) of this

section.
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(b)

Whenever a highway described in division (K)(4)(a) of this

section ceases to be an unimproved highway and two local
authorities have adopted an altered prima-facie speed limit
pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of this section, both local
authorities shall, by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-
facie speed limit as soon as the highway ceases to be
unimproved. Upon the adoption of the resolution, the altered
prima-facie speed limit becomes ineffective and the traffic
control devices relating thereto shall be immediately
removed.

(5) As used in subsection (K)(5) of this section:

(a)

"Commercial subdivision" means any platted territory

(b)

outside the limits of a municipal corporation and fronting a
highway where, for a distance of three hundred feet or more,
the frontage is improved with buildings in use for
commercial purposes, or where the entire length of the
highway is less than three hundred feet long and the
frontage is improved with buildings in use for commercial

purposes.

"Residential subdivision" means any platted territory outside

the limits of a municipal corporation and fronting a
highway, where, for a distance of three hundred feet or
more, the frontage is improved with residences or residences
and buildings in use for business, or where the entire length
of the highway is less than three hundred feet long and the
frontage is improved with residences or residences and
buildings in use for business.

Whenever a-beard-of townshiptrustees the director finds

upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study,
as defined by the director, that the prima-facie speed
permitted by subsection (B)(5) of this section on any part of a
highway under its jurisdiction that is located in a commercial
or residential subdivision, except on highways or portions
thereof at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from the
majority of intersecting highways is required to vield the
right-of-way to vehicles on such highways in obedience to
stop or yield signs or traffic control signals, is greater than is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist at
the location, the board may by resolution declare a_
reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-
five but not less than twenty-five miles per hour at the
location. An altered speed limit adopted by a-board-of-
township-trustees the director under this division shall
become effective when appropriate signs giving notice
thereof are erected at the location by the tewnship city.
Whenever, in the opinion of a-beard-eftewnshiptrustees the
director, any altered prima-facie speed limit established by it
under this division becomes unreasonable, it may adopt a

Page 44 of 120




resolution withdrawing the altered prima- facie speed, and
upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed shall
become ineffective, and the signs relating thereto shall be
immediately removed by the tewnship city.

(L) (1) The director of transportation, based upon an engineering study, as defined
by the director, of a highway, expressway, or freeway described in
division (B)(12), (13), (14), (15), or (16) of this section, in consultation
with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority
having jurisdiction over the studied highway, expressway, or freeway,
may determine and declare that the speed limit established on such
highway, expressway, or freeway under division (B)(12), (13), (14),
(15), or (16) of this section either is reasonable and safe or is more or
less than that which is reasonable and safe.

(2) If the established speed limit for a highway, expressway, or freeway
studied pursuant to division (L)(1) of this section is determined to be more

or less than that which is reasonable and safe, the director of
transportation, in consultation with the director of public safety and, if
applicable, the local authority having jurisdiction over the studied
highway, expressway, or freeway, shall determine and declare a reasonable

and safe speed limit for that highway, expressway, or freeway.

(M) (1) (a) Ifthe boundary of two local authorities rests on the centerline of a
highway and both authorities have jurisdiction over the highway, the
speed limit for the part of the highway within their joint
jurisdiction shall be either one of the following as agreed to by
both authorities:

(i) Either prima-facie speed limit permitted by division (B) of this
section;
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(N)

(ii) An altered speed limit determined and posted in accordance with

this section.

(b) If the local authorities are unable to reach an agreement, the speed
limit shall remain as established and posted under this section.

(2) Neither local authority may declare an altered prima-facie speed
limit pursuant to this section on the part of the highway under their
joint jurisdiction unless both of the local authorities determine,
upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as
defined by the director, that the speed permitted by this section is
greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to
exist at the location and both authorities agree upon a uniform
reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-five
but not less than twenty-five miles per hour for that location. If
both authorities so agree, each shall follow the procedure specified
in this section for altering the prima-facie speed limit on the
highway, and the speed limit for the part of the highway within their
joint jurisdiction shall be uniformly altered. No altered speed limit
may be withdrawn unless both local authorities determine that the
altered prima-facie speed limit previously adopted becomes
unreasonable and each adopts a resolution withdrawing the altered
prima-facie speed limit pursuant to the procedure specified in this
section.

The legislative authority of a municipal corporation or township in

(0)

which a boarding school is located, by resolution or ordinance, may
establish a boarding school zone. The legislative authority may alter the
speed limit on any street or highway within the boarding school zone
and shall specify the hours during which the altered speed limit is in
effect. For purposes of determining the boundaries of the boarding
school zone, the altered speed limit within the boarding school zone, and
the hours the altered speed limit is in effect, the leqgislative authority shall
consult with the administration of the boarding school and with the county
engineer or other appropriate engineer, as applicable. A boarding school
zone speed limit becomes effective only when appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected at the appropriate locations.

As used in this section:

(1) "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C. 101.

(2) "Commercial bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying
more than nine passengers and used for the transportation of
persons for compensation.

(3) "Noncommercial bus" includes but is not limited to a school bus or a
motor vehicle operated solely for the transportation of persons
associated with a charitable or nonprofit organization.

(4) "Quterbelt" means a portion of a freeway that is part of the

interstate system and is located in the outer vicinity of a major
municipal corporation or group of municipal corporations, as
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(P)

(5)

designated by the director.

"Rural" means an area outside urbanized areas and outside of a business

(6)

or urban district, and areas that extend within urbanized areas where
the roadway characteristics remain mostly unchanged from those outside
the urbanized areas.

"Urbanized area" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C. 101.

(7)

"Divided" means a roadway having two or more travel lanes for vehicles

(1)

moving in opposite directions and that is separated by a median of more
than four feet, excluding turn lanes.

A violation of any provision of this section is one of the following:

(2)

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in divisions (P)(1)(b), (1)(c), (2), and
(3) of this section, a minor misdemeanor;

(b) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded quilty to two violations of any provision of
this section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is
substantially similar to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree;

(c) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more violations of any
provision of this section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance

that is substantially similar to any provision of this section, a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a

(3)

violation of any provision of this section or of any provision of a
municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to this section and
operated a motor vehicle faster than thirty-five miles an hour in a business
district of a municipal corporation, faster than fifty miles an hour in other

portions of a municipal corporation, or faster than thirty-five miles an
hour in a school zone during recess or while children are going to or
leaving school during the school's opening or closing hours, a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

Notwithstanding division (P)(1) of this section, if the offender operated a

motor vehicle in a construction zone where a sign was then posted in
accordance with ORC 4511.98, the court, in addition to all other
penalties provided by law, shall impose upon the offender a fine of two
times the usual amount imposed for the violation. No court shall impose a
fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation upon an
offender if the offender alleges, in an affidavit filed with the court prior to
the offender's sentencing, that the offender is indigent and is unable to pay

the fine imposed pursuant to this division and if the court determines that
the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine.
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(4) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the
distracting activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the
offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.21, ORC 4511.991)

333.031 APPROACHING A STATIONARY PUBLIC SAFETY, EMERGENCY OR
ROAD SERVICE VEHICLE.

(A) Thedriver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety
vehicle, emergency vehicle, road service vehicle, waste collection vehicle,
vehicle used by the public utilities commission to conduct motor vehicle
inspections in accordance with ORC 4923.04 and ORC 4923.06 or a
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highway maintenance vehicle that is displaying the appropriate visual
signals by means of flashing, oscillating or rotating lights, as prescribed
in section 337.16, shall do either of the following:

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a street or
highway that consists of at least two lanes that carry traffic in the
same direction of travel as that of the driver's motor vehicle, the
driver shall proceed with due caution and, if possible with due
regard to the road, weather, and traffic conditions, shall change
lanes into a lane that is not adjacent to that of the stationary
public safety vehicle, emergency vehicle, road service
vehicle, waste collection vehicle, vehicle used by the public utilities
commission to conduct motor vehicle inspections in accordance
with ORC 4923.04 and 4923.06 or a highway maintenance vehicle.

(2) If the driver is not traveling on a street or highway of a type
described in subsection (A)(1) of this section, or if the driver is
traveling on a highway of that type but it is not possible to change
lanes or if to do so would be unsafe, the driver shall proceed with
due caution, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, and maintain
a safe speed for the road, weather and traffic conditions.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle,
emergency vehicle, road service vehicle, waste collection vehicle, vehicle
used by the public utilities commission to conduct motor vehicle
inspections in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4923.04 and 4923.06, or a
highway maintenance vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for
the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(C) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with subsection
(A)(1) or (2) of this section when so required by subsection (A) of this
section.

(D) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty
to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one
year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or
more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) Notwithstanding section 303.99(B), upon a finding that a person
operated a motor vehicle in violation of subsection (C) of this section, the
court, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, shall impose
a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation.

(3) Ifthe offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting
activity is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the
offender is subject to the additional fine established under section
303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(E) The offense established under this section is a strict liability offense and

ORC 2901.20 does not apply. The designation of this offense as a strict
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liability offense shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for
which there is no specified degree of culpability, is not a strict liability offense.

(ORC 4511.213)

333.032 ARREST OR CITATION OF DRIVER BASED ON RADAR, TIMING
DEVICE OR RADIO MESSAGE FROM ANOTHER OFFICER.

(A)

(B)

(©)

The driver of any motor vehicle that has been checked by radar, or by
any electrical or mechanical timing device to determine the speed of the motor
vehicle over a measured distance of a highway or a measured distance of a
private road or driveway, and found to be in violation of any of the
provisions of Section 333.03 of the Gahanna Codified Ordinances, ORC
4511.21 or ORC 4511.211 may be arrested until a warrant can be obtained,
provided the arresting officer has observed the recording of the speed
of the motor vehicle by the radio microwaves, electrical or
mechanical timing device, or has received a radio message from the officer
who observed the speed of the motor vehicle recorded by the radio
microwaves, electrical or mechanical timing device; provided, in case of an
arrest based on such a message, the radio message has been dispatched
immediately after the speed of the motor vehicle was recorded and the
arresting officer is furnished a description of the motor vehicle for proper
identification and the recorded speed.

If the driver of a motor vehicle being driven on a public street or highway of
this municipality is observed violating any provisions of this chapter, other
than section 333.03 of the Gahanna Codified Ordinances, ORC 4511.21
or ORC 4511.211 by a law enforcement officer situated at any location,
including in any type of airborne aircraft or airship, that law enforcement
officer may send a radio message to another law enforcement officer, and
the other law enforcement officer may arrest the driver of the motor vehicle
until a warrant can be obtained or may issue the driver a citation for the
violation; provided, if an arrest or citation is based on such a message, the
radio message is dispatched immediately after the violation is observed and
the law enforcement officer who observes the violation furnishes to the law
enforcement officer who makes the arrest or issues the citation a description
of the alleged violation and the motor vehicle for proper identification.

(1) Nopersonshall be arrested, charged, or convicted of a violation of
any provision of subsections (A) to (D) of section 333.03 of the
Gahanna Codified Ordinances, subsections (B) to (O) of ORC
4511.21 or ORC 4511.211 based on a peace officer's unaided visual
estimation of the speed of a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or
streetcar. This divisien subsection does not do any of the following:

(a) Preclude the use by a peace officer of a stopwatch, radar,
laser, or other electrical, mechanical, or digital device to
determine the speed of a motor vehicle;

(b)  Apply regarding any violation other than a violation of
subsections (A) to (D) of section 333.03,_subsections (B) to
(O) of ORC 4511.21 or ORC 4511.211;

(o) Preclude a peace officer from testifying that the speed of
operation of a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar
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was at a speed greater or less than a speed described in
section 333.03(A) of the Gahanna Codified Ordinances,
subsection (A) of ORC 4511.21, the admission into evidence
of such testimony, or preclude a conviction of a violation of
that division based in whole or in part on such testimony.

(2) As used in this division, "peace officer" has the same meaning
as in ORC 2935.01.

(Ord. 0198-2011. Passed 10-17-2011)

(ORC 4511.091)

333.04 STOPPING VEHICLE; SLOW SPEED; POSTED MINIMUM SPEEDS.

(A) No person shall stop or operate a vehicle at such an unreasonably slow speed
as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except
when stopping or reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or to comply
with law.

(B) Whenever, in accordance with ORC 4511.22(B), the minimum speed
limit of a controlled-access highway, expressway or freeway has been
declared and the appropriate signs giving notice have been erected as
required, operators of motor vehicles shall be governed by the speed
limitations set forth on such signs. No person shall operate a motor
vehicle below the speed limits posted upon such signs except when
necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law.

(C) In a case involving a violation of this section, the trier of fact, in
determining whether the vehicle was being operated at an unreasonably
slow speed, shall consider the capabilities of the vehicle and its operator.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.22, ORC 4511.991)

333.05 SPEED LIMITATIONS OVER BRIDGES.

(A) No person shall operate a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated
structure constituting a part of a street at a speed which is greater than the
maximum speed that can be maintained with safety to such bridge or
structure, when such structure is posted with authorized signs stating such
maximum speed. Such signs shall be erected and maintained at a distance of
at least 100 feet before each end of such structure.
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The department of transportation upon request from any local authority
shall, or upon its own initiative may, conduct an investigation of any
bridge or other elevated structure constituting a part of a highway, and
if it finds that such structure cannot with safety withstand traffic
traveling at the speed otherwise permissible under ORC 4511.01 to ORC
4511.85 and ORC 4511.98, the department shall determine and declare
the maximum speed of traffic which such structure can withstand, and
shall cause or permit suitable signs stating such maximum speed to be
erected and maintained at a distance of at least one hundred feet
before each end of such structure.

(B) Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this section, proof
of the determination of the maximum speed and the existence of such signs
shall constitute prima-facie evidence of the maximum speed which can be
maintained with safety to such bridge or structure.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously
has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic
offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity
is a contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to_
the additional fine established under section 303.100 (ORC 4511.991).

(ORC 4511.23, ORC 4511.991)

335.03 DRIVING WITH TEMPORARY INSTRUCTION PERMIT; CURFEW.

(A)  No holder of a temporary instruction permit issued under ORC 4507.05(A) shall
operate a motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private property
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in violation of
the following conditions:
(1) If the permit is issued to a person who is at least 15 years 6
months of age, but less than 16 years of age:

(a) The permit and identification card are in the holder's
immediate possession;

(b)  The holder is accompanied by an eligible adult who actually
occupies the seat beside the permit holder and does not
have a prohibited concentration of alcohol in the whole
blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine as provided in
ORC 4511.19(A);

(c)  The total number of occupants of the vehicle does not
exceed the total number of occupant restraining devices
originally installed in the motor vehicle by its manufacturer,
and each occupant of the vehicle is wearing all of the
available elements of a properly adjusted occupant
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(B)

restraining device.
(2) If the permit is issued to a person who is at least 16 years of age:

(a) The permit and identification card are in the holder's
immediate possession;

(b)  The holder is accompanied by a licensed operator who is at
least 21 years of age and is actually occupying a seat
beside the driver and does not have a prohibited
concentration of alcohol in the whole blood, blood serum
or plasma, breath, or urine as provided in ORC 4511.19(A);

(c)  The total number of occupants of the vehicle does not
exceed the total number of occupant restraining devices
originally installed in the motor vehicle by its manufacturer,
and each occupant of the vehicle is wearing all of the
available elements of a properly adjusted occupant
restraining device.

The registrar or a deputy registrar, upon receiving from any person an

(C)

application for a temporary instruction permit and temporary
instruction permit identification card to operate a motorcycle, motor-
driven cycle or motor scooter, or motorized bicycle, may issue such a
permit and identification card entitling the applicant, while having the
permit and identification card in the applicant's immediate possession, to
drive a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle or motor scooter, under the
restrictions prescribed in ORC 4511.53, or to drive a motorized bicycle
under restrictions determined by the registrar. A temporary instruction
permit and temporary instruction permit identification card to operate a
motorized bicycle may be issued to a person fourteen or fifteen years old.

Any permit and identification card issued under this section shall be issued

(D)

in the same manner as a driver's license, upon a form to be furnished by
the reqgistrar. A temporary instruction permit to drive a motor vehicle other

than a commercial motor vehicle shall be valid for a period of one vear.

Any person having in the person's possession a valid and current driver's

license or motorcycle operator's license or endorsement issued to the
person by another jurisdiction recognized by this state is exempt from
obtaining a temporary instruction permit for a driver's license and from
submitting to the examination for a temporary instruction permit and the

regular examination for obtaining a driver's license or motorcycle
operator's endorsement in this state if the person does all of the following:

(1) Submits to and passes vision screening as provided in section
4507.12 of the Revised Code:

(2) Surrenders to the registrar or deputy registrar the person's driver's
license issued by the other jurisdiction; and

(3) Complies with all other applicable requirements for issuance by
this state of a driver's license, driver's license with a motorcycle
operator's endorsement, or restricted license to operate a
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(E)

motorcycle.

If the person does not comply with all the requirements of this

division, the person shall submit to the regular examination for
obtaining a driver's license or motorcycle operator's endorsement.in
this state in order to obtain such a license or endorsement.

The registrar may adopt rules governing the use of temporary instruction

(G)

permits and temporary instruction permit identification cards.

1)

No holder of a permit issued under division (A) of this section shall

operate a motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private property

used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in violation of

the conditions established under division (A) of this section.

(b2}

1)

Except as provided in subsection (A) hereof, no holder of a temporary
instruction permit that is issued under ORC 4507.05(A) and that is
issued on or after July 1, 1998, and who has not attained the age of
18 years, shall operate a motor vehicle upon a highway or any public
or private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular
travel or parking between the hours of midnight and six a.m.

The holder of a permit issued under ORC 4507.05(A) on or after
July 1, 1998, who has not attained the age of 18 years, may
operate a motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private
property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or
parking between the hours of midnight and six a.m. if, at the

time of such operation, the holder is accompanied by the holder's
parent, guardian, or custodian, and the parent, guardian or
custodian holds a current valid driver's or commercial driver's
license issued by this State and is actually occupying a seat beside
the permit holder, and does not have a prohibited concentration of
alcohol in the whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine
as provided in section 333.01(A).

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no law

enforcement officer shall cause the operator of a motor vehicle being

operated on any street or highway to stop the motor vehicle for the sole

purpose of determining whether each occupant of the motor vehicle is

wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant

restraining device as required by division (A) of this section, or for the

sole purpose of issuing a ticket, citation, or summons if the requirement

in that division has been or is being violated, or for causing the arrest of

or commencing a prosecution of a person for a violation of that

requirement.

(2)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no law
enforcement officer shall cause the operator of a motor vehicle

being operated on any street or highway to stop the motor vehicle

for the sole purpose of determining whether a violation of division

(F)(2) of this section has been or is being committed or for the sole

purpose of issuing a ticket, citation, or summons for such a
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violation or for causing the arrest of or commencing a prosecution
of a person for such violation.

fe H) As used in this section:
(1) Eligible adult means any of the following:

(a) Aninstructor of a driver education course approved by the
Department of Education or a driver training course
approved by the Department of Public Safety;

(b)  Any of the following persons who holds a current valid
driver's or commercial driver's license issued by this State:

(i) A parent, guardian or custodian of the permit holder;

(i) A person 21 years of age or older who acts in loco
parentis of the permit holder.

(2)  Occupant restraining device has the same meaning as in ORC 4513.263.

{d I) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

(ORC 4507.05)

335.031 DRIVING WITH PROBATIONARY LICENSE; CURFEW.

&)3(A)The registrar of motor vehicles or any deputy registrar shall not issue
a driver's license to any person under eighteen years of age, except that
the reqgistrar or a deputy registrar may issue a probationary license to a
person who is at least sixteen years of age and has held a temporary
instruction 