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SECTION 11.01 PLANNING COMMISSION - COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURE.
The Planning Commission shall consist of seven (7) electors of the Municipality not holding other Municipal offices. 
On the first January 2 following the effective date of this Charter, two (2) of the seven (7) electors shall be appointed by the City Council to serve a term of three (3) years, one (1) shall be appointed by the City Council to serve a term of two (2) years, one (1) shall be appointed by the City Council to serve a term of one (1) year; one (1) shall be appointed by the Mayor to serve a term of three (3) years, one (1) shall be appointed by the Mayor to serve a term of two (2) years, and one (1) shall be appointed by the Mayor to serve a term of one (1) year. Thereafter, on each January 2 (if January 2 is a Sunday, then on January 3) and as the terms expire, appointments shall be made for a term of three (3) years by the respective appointing authorities for the position for which the term is expiring. No person shall serve as a member of the Commission at the same time the person is an employee or official of the City. 
A member of the Planning Commission may be removed for just cause by the appointing authority appointing the member to that position. A removed member shall not be eligible for reappointment to the Planning Commission for a period of five (5) years following removal. 
Removal for just cause shall be determined by the appointing authority in accordance with the provisions governing such appointment. For purposes of this section, just cause shall include, but is not limited to: attendance; failure to perform the duties of the office; violation of applicable law or ethics requirements; or conduct that substantially interferes with the effective operation of the Commission. Prior to removal, the member shall be provided notice of the basis for removal and an opportunity to respond to the appointing authority.
A vacancy occurring during the term of any member of the Planning Commission shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner authorized for an original appointment providing this is done within forty-five (45) days after the date such vacancy occurs. If appointment is not made by the appropriate appointing authority within forty-five (45) days after the date such vacancy occurs, the other appointing authority shall make appointment to the Planning Commission for the unexpired term. (Amended Nov. 7, 2006.) 
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SECTION 11.02 PLANNING COMMISSION - ORGANIZATION.
The Council shall establish the date, time and place for the first meeting each year, at which the Planning Commission shall organize under a chairman and vice chairman. The Mayor shall preside at this meeting until the chairman is elected. The Planning Commission shall establish its own rules Rules of operationProcedure, meetings shall be open to the public, and a record of its resolutions, findings and determinations shall be maintained. Also, any member of the Planning Commission that has been absent from four (4) consecutive regular meetings of the Planning Commission or a total of six (6) regular meetings of the Planning Commission, during any twelve (12) month period, whether excused or not, is removed from membership on said Planning Commission. (Amended Nov. 3, 1981.) (Amended Nov. 3, 1981.)(Amended Nov. 8, 2016.) Rules of Procedure shall be reviewed, amended as necessary, and adopted at the Planning Commission’s first regular meeting of the year.
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SECTION 11.03 PLANNING COMMISSION - POWERS AND DUTIES.
The Planning Commission shall have the power and duty to advise the Council concerning the preparation of plans and maps for the future physical development and harmonious improvement of the Municipality; to evaluate the planning and design, location, removal, relocation and alteration of new, renovated, or expanded structures; any public building or structure and public property; the location, widening, extension and vacation of streets, alleys, public ways, parks, playgrounds, recreation areas and other public places; the approval of plats for the subdivision of lands; the regulation and restriction of the location of buildings and other structures and of premises to be used for trade, industry, residence, or other specified uses; the regulation and limitation of heights of buildings or other location of buildings or other structures to be erected or altered; regulation of the bulk and location of buildings and other structures to be erected or altered, including the percentage of lot occupancy, set back building lines, and the area of yards, courts and other open spaces; and such other powers and duties as may be imposed upon it by resolution or ordinance of Council. (Amended Nov. 5, 1996.) 
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SECTION 11.04 MANDATORY REFERRAL TO PLANNING COMMISSION.
Unless the Planning Commission shall have recommended same to Council, no resolution, ordinance, regulation, measure or order of Council concerning a matter as to which the Planning Commission has powers and duties, as provided in Section 11.03, shall become effective unless Council shall first have submitted the same to the Planning Commission for report and recommendation. 
Any matter so referred to the Planning Commission shall be considered and acted upon by it within ninety (90) days from the date of referral unless a longer time be authorized by Council. 
If the Planning Commission shall fail to act within the ninety (90) days, the applicant seeking action on the matter referred to the Planning Commission may request the Council to act thereon without action from the Planning Commission. If the Planning Commission fails to act in the time allotted by Council, Council may act as if it had received recommendation of approval in such matters. (Amended Nov. 3, 1981.) 
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SECTION 11.05 PUBLIC HEARINGS BY COUNCIL.
Council shall hold a public hearing on each resolution or ordinance enacting, amending, or repealing zoning regulations, and shall give thirty (30) days public notice of the time and place thereof at the Municipal Building, in a location accessible to the public. 
Except as provided below, written notice of the hearing shall also be mailed by the Clerk of Council, at least twenty (20) days before the date of the public hearing, to the properties within and contiguous to the area which is the subject of the proposed resolution or ordinance. 
Where the subject of such public hearing involves fifty (50) or more of the property owners of the Municipality, then written notice to owners of the hearing, as provided in the preceding paragraph, shall not be required. (Renumbered Nov. 6, 2007.) (Amended Nov. 2, 2021) 
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SECTION 11.06 ACTION BY COUNCIL.
When the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to Council for change in, or addition to, any zoning ordinance, Council shall study each such recommendation; and shall approve or deny such recommendation within ninety (90) days after receiving said recommendation, in accordance with Section 11.05 of this Charter. . (Amended Nov. 3, 1981.) (Amended Nov. 2, 2021) 
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