






















 

200 S. Hamilton Rd.  Gahanna, Ohio 43230  
614.342.4010 (Phone)  614.342.4100 (Fax) 

 
October 10, 2018 
 
Peace Lutheran Church Of Gahanna 
455 Clark State Rd 
Columbus, OH 43230 
 
RE:   Project 455 Clark State Rd  Variance Comments 
     
Dear Peace Lutheran Church Of Gahanna: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.  
 

Public Safety 

 
1. No comments or concerns from the police department. 

 

Fire District 

 
2. The fire division has no comment on the Garage.  It is around 625 Square Feet, meaning is well under 

the requirements for fire protection systems.  The comments that will be made on it will be structural 
and will come from the building department. 

 

Building 

 
3. Submittals shall be made to the Building Division to review for compliance with the Ohio Building Code 

and all required permits  
shall be obtained. 

 

Parks 
 

4. No Comment Per Julie Hussey 
 

Soil & Water Conservation District 

 
5. No Comment Received.  

 

Public Service & Engineering 
 

6. No Comment Per Rob Priestas 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 



                                         

 

Herb Capital of Ohio 
200 South Hamilton Road • Gahanna, OH 43230 

614.342.4000 Phone • 614.342.4100 Fax • www.gahanna.gov 

 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 
This is a request for Design Review and Variance approval for a new garage at Peace Lutheran Church.  
The garage would replace the existing garage that is no longer structurally sound.  Chapter 1127.01 of 
the zoning code requires that any building that is altered, enlarged, converted, or reconstructed in 
anyway shall comply with all regulations of the zoning ordinance.  This means the new structure requires 
a variance even though it is proposed to be constructed in the nearly identical location as the existing 
structure. 

The property is zoned Restricted Institutional District (RID).  RID requires a rear yard setback of 40’.  The 
request proposes a setback of 15’.  The setback encroachment is in the area of the property with little to 
no impact on neighboring properties.   

 

Design Review 
The new garage is proposed to have siding comprised of either vinyl or metal.  Staff recommends that a 
motion to approve specify which type of siding, or both, is permissible.   
 
The majority of design review standards are not relevant to a request of this scope.  Below are the most 
relevant standards of Design Review District 3 (DRD-3).   
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• Materials. Brick, stone, cement, decorative aluminum, wood, or other materials that will 
enhance the development in a positive manner and create visual interest and diversity should 
be encouraged. 

• Colors.  Specific colors and color schemes should be designed to ensure universal harmony on all 
commercial developments. 

 
Variance  
Planning Commission shall not grant a variance unless it finds that all of the following conditions apply: 

a) There are special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use referred to in 
the application. 

b) The granting of the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial 
property rights. 

c) The granting of the application will not materially affect adversely the health or safety of 
persons residing or working in the neighborhood of the proposed use and will not be materially 
detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in such 
neighborhood. 

 
Recommendation 
It is Planning and Development staff’s opinion that the requested applications are generally consistent 
with relevant code standards.  The variance for a reduced rear yard setback would permit the accessory 
structure in essentially the same location as it was previously.  This location appears to not negatively 
affect any surrounding property owners because of the significant amount of trees in the area, and the 
distance from other properties and structures.  The garage could be relocated to another portion of the 
property but this would likely lead to the garage becoming more visible to neighbors. 
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Location/Zoning Map 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford, AICP 
Deputy Director 


