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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 2024 

5 Bills to Watch 

At each step of the legislative process, 
MORPC is actively engaged on behalf of our 
members. To learn more about our advocacy 
efforts, visit morpc.org/GovAffairs. 
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Senior Director of Government Public Policy 
Affairs and Community Relations Coordinator 
(614) 233-4127 (614) 233-4162 
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House Bill 2 - One-Time Strategic Community Investment Fund (OTSCIF)
Makes $350 million in capital appropriations for FY 2025-2026 from the $700 million OTSCIF created in House 
Bill 33. 
Status: Referred to Senate Finance Committee (4/10/2024)

House Bill 315 - Revise the Township Law
Omnibus bill making numerous minor modifications to township law. Due to MORPC advocacy, now includes 
housing technical assistance funding opportunity for all political subdivisions.
Status: 4th Hearing in House State and Local Government Committee (4/23/24)

House Bill 257 - Virtual Public Meetings
Authorizes certain public bodies (including MORPC and its committees) to meet and conduct business 
virtually and imposes requirements for virtual public meetings policies. MORPC submitted proponent 
testimony.
Status: 1st Hearing in Senate Government Oversight Committee (2/28/2024)

House Bill 344 - Eliminate Local Replacement Property Tax Levies; Modify Property Tax Complaints Law
Eliminates authority of political subdivisions to levy replacement property tax levies and modifies the law 
governing certain property tax complaints. 
Status: Reported by House Ways and Means Committee (5/1/2024)

House Bill 197 - Establish a Community Solar Pilot Program 
Amends the Ohio state energy policy to encourage development of community solar facilities and establishes 
a grant program at the Ohio Department of Development for facilities on certain brownfield sites.
Status: 6th Hearing in House Public Utilities Committee (5/8/2024)

See Also
New House Bill to Re-Join Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Compact
House Bill 488, introduced by Representatives Michael Skindell (D-Lakewood) and Haraz Ghanbari (R-
Perrysburg), would re-enter Ohio into the Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission (MIPRC). MIPRC is an 
independent, bipartisan, interstate commission comprised of appointees from Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, and Wisconsin. It was established in 2000 to advocate for passenger rail 
infrastructure development and facilitate collaboration between member states. Ohio has not been a member 
since 2013.
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Top Stories

Ohio Senate Recommends Zoning Reform in Newly Released Housing Report

The Ohio Senate Select Committee on Housing released its report of recommendations following 35 hours of 
testimony from more than 200 witnesses across Ohio. The report contains 23 recommendations to address the 
housing crisis in Ohio that the General Assembly should address through legislation.

As a result of MORPC advocacy, the report recommends that the General Assembly consider providing 
technical assistance to help local governments modernize their zoning codes.

The report was released during a news conference hosted by members of the Select Committee on Housing, 
including the chair of the committee, Sen. Michele Reynolds (R-Columbus), Sen. Hearcel Craig (D-Columbus), 
Sen. Louis Blessing (R-Cincinnati), and Sen. Andrew Brenner (R-Delaware). Senate President Matt Huffman 
(R-Lima) also attended the news conference. 

In addition, members of the committee introduced four new bills that Reynolds said stem from the report: 
SB243 (Reynolds-Craig), which addresses zoning regulations; SB244 (Reynolds-Craig), which deals with the 
property tax and Residential Stability Zones; SB245 (Reynolds-Craig), which revises housing laws; and SB246 
(Reynolds-Craig), which renames the Department of Development the Department of Housing and 
Development. 

While the introduced version of Senate Bill 243 declares “its intention to enact legislation addressing local 
zoning regulations that impede the development of housing in this state,” it does not appropriate any state 
dollars that local governments may access at this time.

In the press conference, President Huffman said the recommendations all have different timelines, so some 
may take weeks, and some may even be achieved over the next few years.

USEPA Finalizes New Drinking Water Standards

In an effort to improve the safety of drinking water, the Biden-Harris Administration issued a final rule to enforce 
drinking water standards to protect communities from exposure to harmful per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS), also known as ‘forever chemicals.’ The White House says this final rule will reduce PFAS exposure for 
approximately 100 million people, prevent thousands of deaths, and reduce tens of thousands of serious 
illnesses. 

The new rules set enforceable maximum contaminant levels for six kinds of PFAS chemicals. Beginning in 
2027, local governments and water utilities will be required to inform the public of the contamination levels in 
their water systems, and must take action to reduce contamination levels by 2029 if the enforceable maximums 
are exceeded. The USEPA estimates that approximately 10 percent of public drinking water systems in the 
United States will be required to take action.

According to the USEPA, these “forever chemicals” in drinking water have been discovered to be more 
dangerous than had been previously known. PFAS are resistant to breaking down in the environment and can 
linger in the human body when consumed. They have been linked to deadly cancers, impacts to the liver and 
heart, and immune and developmental damage to infants and children, including low birth weight.

The USEPA was first alerted to the presence of PFAS in drinking water in 2001 but until now has failed to set a 
nationwide legal limit. Last year, the agency issued health advisories that set health risk thresholds for the 
chemicals close to zero, replacing 2016 guidelines that set a higher threshold.

Last year the USEPA invited states and territories to apply for $1 billion under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
to address PFAS in drinking water, specifically in disadvantaged communities. The grant funding will provide 
technical assistance, water quality testing, contractor training and installation of centralized treatment 
technologies and systems.
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