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March 12, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago- Columbus- Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is the regional council coordinating the
transportation planning process for the local governments and regional organizations in Central
Ohio (the Columbus Region). During our regular updates of the Metropolitan Transportation
Plan, we receive tremendous feedback from regional citizens, corporate stakeholders, and local
governments requesting passenger rail service for the people of this region.

As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering service expansions including a Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is encouraging for our stakeholders in the region and
beyond. The inclusion of the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the re-establishment of passenger rail
service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh route we have undertaken with local public and private sector
stakeholders. We have been working with these stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, they have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the
Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. Attached are two
informational folios summarizing the completed analysis. The study has found that over 1 million
new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the
year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.

Willlam Murdock, AICP Karen J. Angelou Erik J. Janas Chris Amorose Groomes
Executive Director Chair Vice Chair Secretary



We are pleased to join other Ohio regions in support of the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-
Cleveland corridor service proposal. Furthermore, we request the addition of the Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. With this, we pledge support for
Amtrak’s planning and implementation of these corridors to our Congressional Delegation and
the new Administration. We stand ready to partner with Amtrak to bring more connectivity for the
people of Central Ohio via rail. We look forward to continuing discussions with the Amtrak team
as you seek resources for Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

o) Olngplor lle Mt

Karen J. Angelou William Murdock, AICP
Commission Chair Executive Director

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs

Jack Marchbanks, Ph.D. ODOT - Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director

Attachments: Existing Conditions & Market Analysis Folio

Route Alternatives Analysis Folio
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WHAT IS THE RAPID SPEED TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE?

Through the Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative (RSTI), the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC)
and its partners are pursuing more transportation options and better, faster connections between Columbus and the
cities of Chicago and Pittsburgh.

TWO STUDIES WERE COMPLETED IN 2019 AS PART OF THE RSTI:
* Midwest Connect Hyperloop Feasibility Study

* Environmental study that included the first components of a Tier | environmental impact statement (EIS):
An existing conditions analysis to examine if there is a need for passenger rail service along the proposed route,
and a route alternatives analysis along the existing rail corridors to establish baseline information for a future,
complete Tier | EIS.

The main takeaway from these completed studies is that communities along this
route have the population, market and need for more mass transportation options,
including passenger rail service, connecting the corridor communities to the U.S.

passenger rail network.

WHAT IS THE PROPOSED PASSENGER RAIL ROUTE?

The proposed route connects Chicago and Columbus with stations in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and the cities of Lima,
Kenton, Marysville and Dublin in Ohio. The route then connects Columbus to Pittsburgh via the Panhandle rail line
partially owned by the State of Ohio.
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BACKGROUND - WHY THIS ROUTE?

MORPC began working on a Columbus to Chicago passenger rail project in 2013, when a feasibility study was
completed in collaboration with the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Passenger rail service along this corridor has been supported for decades in state and federal long-range planning
studies. The RSTI incorporates the results of the 2016 Northern Indiana Passenger Rail Corridor Project study, which
includes a route between Tolleston, Indiana, and Lima, Ohio, as well as the “South of Lake” study that includes a route
between Chicago and Tolleston.

IS THERE A MARKET FOR PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE?

The Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor has remained in multi-state planning studies because it has
an adequate population and strong employment numbers (i.e., “users” of the proposed service).

Part of the federal approvals for a new passenger rail route include showing that the communities being serviced by
the route have a market for it. This is measured by the number of people and jobs currently along the route and their
expected growth.

BY THE YEAR 2040:
* Nearly 3 million more people expected to live along the serviced route by the year 2040.

e Over 1 million new jobs expected by the year 2040.
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Given the growth expected in the ridership market, the RSTI environmental study found that passenger rail service and
other mass transit modes (such as hyperloop) will have “users,” because there will be an increase in travel demand
between the cities across the corridor.



ACCESSIBILITY & AFFORDABILITY

Serving the most people possible is a goal of publicly-funded transportation projects, and affordable transportation
options such as passenger rail would be financially accessible to lower income families. In addition, passenger rail
service would benefit people unable to drive or fly, such as some seniors and people with disabilities.

STUDY FINDINGS:

»  While median household income is higher than national average in certain communities, it is below the national
average of $55,322 for the route as a whole.

» The number of older adults will be greater by 2040.

These findings support the need of passenger rail service or other mass low-cost/affordable fares.

EQUITABLE COMMUNITIES,
MORE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS

Today, the preferred way to travel between Columbus and Pittsburgh is by
individual auto travel, whereas air travel predominates between Chicago
and Columbus as well as Chicago and Pittsburgh. While this is adequate
for people that are able to drive their own vehicles, it poses a limitation
to people who are unable to drive due to health conditions and to those
who do not own a vehicle or cannot afford the cost of driving (such as low
income families and students).

There are also issues with having air travel be the predominant mode,
including cost (airfare is inaccessible to those unable to afford it). In addition,
air travel is a limitation for people not able to fly due to health conditions.
Lastly, air travel is not available to less than half of the communities that
would be served by a passenger rail route. Chicago has direct flights to
all corridor markets, but only Ft. Wayne, Columbus and Pittsburgh have
direct flights from/to Chicago. Since air travel can be cost-competitive with
single-occupant auto travel, both of these modes pose limitations to low-
income people.

SAFETY

Auto travel is the least safe mode of travel and has a higher incidence of
crashes than other modes. Other factors such as highway congestion,
weather delays, and air polluting emissions are also associated with auto
travel. Lastly, auto travel times between Columbus and Chicago can vary
by more than one hour depending on time of day. While there is Greyhound
bus service between the corridor communities, this study found that it is
not the preferred mode of travel. Direct bus service is time consuming
and departure times are limited. Passenger rail would provide a reliable,
predictable option for affordable travel that offers more frequent departure
times.




HOW WILL THIS WORK WITH EXISTING FREIGHT RAIL?

In 1979, this corridor had passenger rail service with a Columbus station that was demolished to construct the current
Columbus Convention Center. Until then, freight and passenger rail coexisted along the existing rail corridor.

Columbus Union Station

While Columbus no longer has passenger rail service,
Pittsburgh and Chicago do through a northern rail route
via Cleveland. This study found that Columbus is the
second-largest metropolitan area in the United States
that does not have access to the U.S. passenger rail
network.

When this passenger rail project enters into the detailed
design phase, partnerships with the State of Ohio and
the companies owning the preferred rail corridor will be
crucial to creating a future corridor that has both freight
and passenger rail service.

Greater Columbus Convention Center

There are over 4,500
active rail line miles
owned by freight
railroad companies,
and 210 miles of active
rail owned or partially
owned by the State of
Ohio.

Significant improvements to the existing rail corridors would be necessary to accommodate freight and passenger rail.
Most rail lines in the proposed corridor are single-track and currently have low average train travel speeds across most
of the corridor. Railroad owners such as CSX, Norfolk Southern and Wheeling & Lake Erie carry significant amounts
of freight in the existing rail lines, even though on average less than twenty trains per day travel across this corridor.

HOW WILL THIS PROJECT
IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT?

Since a combined passenger and freight rail corridor is
proposed within existing rail lines, this environmental
study did not consider the impacts that may occur
outside the existing corridor’s right-of-way.

However, a robust analysis was conducted for social
and environmental factors, including environmental
justice populations, noise and vibration, and habitat
considerations as required for federal environmental
project approvals.

NEXT STEPS

Engage with communities between Columbus and
Pittsburgh, with the goal to expand the partners in
Ohio

Secure funding for a Service Alternatives Report,
Infrastructure Investment Report, and additional
public involvement (as required by the Federal
Railroad Administration to approve and potentially
fund the implementation of this service route)

Continue to look for opportunities to leverage this
passenger rail project with other local, regional,
and state corridor projects, as appropriate




‘E MORPC

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43215

614.228.2663
morpc.org




HOW WERE ROUTE AND STATION NEXT STEPS

ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED? More funding is needed to continue the environmental studies
required for federal approval. As the environmental studies unfold, a
ROUTE EVALUATION CRITERIA preferred alignment and preferred station locations will be selected
and confirmed. The goal is to advance to the point of starting a
Tra.ck class/speed federal environmental approvals process, also known as the National
Train volumes Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) approval process. \
Track capacity '\
Route circuity The next Tier | EIS study components for which funding - : - N

Corridor communities and land use is needed include:
Ownership + Service alternatives analysis to know the frequency and volume of
passenger rail trips this corridor’'s market can sustain, as well as

Number of at-grade crossings
what infrastructure improvements are needed

Number of bridges, underpasses or tunnel structures

Right-of-way width Cost estimate of capital, operating, and maintenance costs for the
Signaling preferred alternatives

In addition to seeking funding for the study

STATION EVALUATION CRITERIA components above, the RSTI passenger rail project

Local preference partners are also:

+ Continuing stakeholder and public outreach with local officials,
state officials, host railroads, and the general public

Former station location
Tangent track

Adjacent land use « Seeking new project partnerships, including with the private sector
Distance between stations and jurisdictions between Columbus and Pittsburgh

Population center and/or access to connecting infrastructure
Overall travel time

CHICAGO-

> COLUMBUS-
M MORPC PITTSBURGH

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission PASSE NG E R RAI L:
11 ibery Sivst, S 109 ROUTE ALTERNATIVES
| ANALYSIS

. MORPC

614.228.2663
morpc.org



CHICAGO-COLUMBUS-
PITTSBURGH PASSENGER RAIL:
ROUTE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

Through the Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative (RSTI),
MORPC and the Ohio RSTI Corridor Partners are exploring ways
to provide new intercity transportation for Central Ohio. MORPC
has completed the initial components of an environmental study,
which include an existing market and transportation conditions
report and a route alternatives analysis report.

These reports will inform a Tier | environmental impact statement
(EIS). ATier | EIS is a study required by the Federal Railroad
Administration in order to issue federal approval and/or federal
funding for re-establishing passenger rail service between Central
Ohio and the remainder of the U.S. passenger rail system.

OHIO RSTI CORRIDOR PARTNERS

Union County
City of Lima

City of Kenton
City of Marysville
City of Dublin
City of Columbus

WHAT IS A ROUTE AND STATION
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS?

Central Ohio had passenger rail service to Chicago and Pittsburgh
until 1979, when service was terminated. The Chicago-Columbus-
Pittsburgh passenger rail route will re-establish passenger service
along existing rail lines, currently owned and operated by freight
railroad companies such as CSX and Norfolk Southern.

The current characteristics of each rail route option (also referred
to as route alternative) must be considered in order to understand
the magnitude of improvements that would be necessary

to accommodate the use of the corridor for both freight and
passenger rail. Therefore, each route alternative was broken into
several segments, and a criteria framework was used to evaluate
the route alternatives in a methodical, comprehensive way. The
final route will be the focus of intense investment, as it will require
significant improvements to enable better mobility for freight in
addition to re-establishing passenger rail service.

ROUTE EVALUATION RESULTS

The analysis narrowed the route and station alternatives to those shown here. While portions of the corridorone route option, four segments of

the corridor feature more than one route alternative.

More work is needed to determine

the preferred route within these four
segments, including engagement of
the communities east of Columbus.
This route alternatives analysis, does,
however, screen out unsuitable existing
rail corridors and provides the most
viable passenger route alternatives
between the three anchor cities.

STATION ALTERNATIVES

Potential rail stations are shown in
the maps in yellow stars. While some
communities such as Marysville

and Columbus have more than one
potential station location, this does not
mean that more than one station will
be constructed. These were locations
that local jurisdictions wanted to be
screened further as the passenger
rail corridor federal approval studies
continue to be developed.

Most former passenger rail

stations along the corridor have

been demolished. Lima is the only
community that has preserved its
historic station. In other communities,
station sites were identified through
work sessions held with community
officials along the route. Three potential
sites were identified in Columbus.

The downtown site at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center received
the most support.
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COLUMBUS
REGION
COALITION

March 17, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

The Columbus Region Coalition (CRC) is a group of local governments, members of
the business community, and other community stakeholders that make up the
diverse interests of the Columbus Region. As the collective voice of our region, we
urge our support of passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-
Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central region of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is
considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak
service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland
corridor is very encouraging to stakeholders in our region. Having the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service
connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working
along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have
committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast
Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional
people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The Columbus Region Coalition is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these
passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate
as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important
corridors in the Buckeye State.



CC:

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Ginther
Mayor
City of Columbus

|

\

Charles D. Hillman
President & CEO
Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority

il Bse 0 i 2

Kevin L. Boyce
President
Franklin County Board of
Commissioners

OINT Pl

David T. Harrison, Ph.D.
President
Columbus State
Community College

WJM‘
Joanna M. Pinkerton

President & CEO
Central Ohio Transit

Authority

Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs

Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director

Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director

William Murdock Alex R. Fischer

Ex'ecutl\'/e Dlrgctor President & CEO
Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission

Columbus Partnership

LW et

Lisa Patt-McDaniel Ty Marsh
President & CEO Executive Director
Workforce Development Solid Waste Authority of
Board of Central Ohio Central Ohio
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Congress of the TUnited States i
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Rhasinngton, ¢ 205153503

March 18, 2021

William J. Flynn

Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the proposed Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor and request for
the inclusion of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

As the Member of Congress representing Ohio’s Third Congressional District, [ write to offer my
support for expanding passenger rail service options throughout the Buckeye State. I specifically
support initiation of the proposed Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor and request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.

Ohio has very limited passenger rail service, and there has been no regular service to Central Ohio
since 1979. It is my understanding that Columbus, which is the center of my Congressional
District, is now the largest metropolitan area in the country not to have any passenger rail options.
The future prospect of Amtrak service on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is
welcome news to my constituents. Having this passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the
state’s three major metropolitan areas.

[ am also supportive of planning for a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that has been underway
since 2012. To date, nearly $1.5 million has been used for significant work completed by the
Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
to advance components of a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement. Over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by 2040, led by
growth in the Columbus area. Demand for service along this potential route will continue to grow,
so I hope you will consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.



I am pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are
ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity
on these two important corridors across our state.

Sincerely,

JOyce Beatty
Member of Congress
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March 17, 2021
William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-
Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

Franklin County encompasses the City of Columbus and a total of 1.3 million residents. Our fast-growing
Central Ohio region, as well as our increased focused on innovation, sustainable growth, and equity among our
residents, has highlighted the region’s demand for more and expanded mobility options.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service among the regions of
our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The
future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland
corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in our county. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-
Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the
reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast
Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components
of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

Franklin County is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We
are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

e B

Kevin L. Boyce, Board President, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

Mraior

Marilyn Brown, Commissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

)’Jl s Ak ﬂ%f L . o
John O’Grad mmissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

Cobuminn, O £510
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CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director



CORNELL R. ROBERTSON, P.E.,P.s.
FRANKLIN COUNTY ENGINEER

March 16, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for inclusion of Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:

As the County Engineer of Ohio’s most populous county, I am writing to express my strong support for
the passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to
request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.

Transportation infrastructure drives the economic engine of any region by providing safe and efficient
movement of people and goods from place to place. We routinely partner with other counties, local municipalities,
and townships to support and participate in regional transportation initiatives. Ohio is within a 600-mile drive of half
of'the nation’s population, yet there is currently no passenger rail service in central Ohio, particularly Franklin County,
and where service currently exists in Ohio, it is very limited. The future prospect of Amtrak having the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful
for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
route that we are engaged in. We have been working along with other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To
date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana
Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier |
Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3
million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040.

I am pleased to join in support of these passenger rail service opportunities and ask that you please consider
adding this important mid-western connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. The Franklin County Engineer’s
Office is ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

(ides

Cornell R. Robertson, P.E., P.S.
Franklin County Engineer

cc: Mike DeWine, Governor of Ohio
Derrick James, Amtrak — Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, PhD, ODOT - Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director
William Murdock, MORPC — Executive Director

970 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43215 (614) 525-3030 Fax: (614) 525-3359
www.franklincountyengineer.org


http://www.franklincountyengineer.org/
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March 18, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation
on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to
request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail
corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak
is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of
Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-
Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in Central Ohio.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment
of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been
working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we
together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed
by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact
Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by
the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.




As Mayor of the City of Columbus, | am pleased to join other Ohioans in support
of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support
and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these
two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

%4/4%

Andrew J. Ginther,
Mayor

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director

THE CITY OF

COLUMBUS

ANDREW J. GINTHER, MAYOR

90 W. Broad Street | 2" Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 | T (614) 645-7671 | F (614) 645-5818 | 311 @columbus.gov



The Office of
the City Manager

Real People. Real Possibilities.

March 17, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The City of Hilliard is a community of approximately 40,000 residents located just west of
Columbus. The City has a strong corporate and small business presence that continues to
grow as we continue to strategically develop and redevelop. The addition of passenger rail to
key destinations in Ohio and the region would not only benefit our residents, but also the many
corporate residents that call Hilliard “home”.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the
central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering expansions in
Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in the
City of Hilliard. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger
rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5
million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association
and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier |
Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs
and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year
2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.

3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026 | hilliardohio.gov | (614) 876 - 7361
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Real People. Real Possibilities.

The City of Hilliard is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service
opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak
passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

Widulle . Coauoall

Michelle L. Crandall
City Manager

City of Hilliard, Ohio, USA

3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026
614.334.2344 office

614.206.4886 mobile

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director

3800 Municipal Way, Hilliard, OH 43026 | hilliardohio.gov | (614) 876 - 7361
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March 15, 2021

Wilkam ). Fynn, Ohief Executive Officer
AMTRAX

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Oncinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Oeveland proposed commidor & Request for
Indusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor In the Amtrak System 2005 Plan

Dear Mr, Fiynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rall service intistion on the

Cncnnati-Oayton-Columbus-Oeveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of
the Chicago-Columbus-Pttsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035
Man.,

The Cry of Dublin is & municipality in the Central Ohio region of over 47,000 residents, 20
corporate hoadquarters, and 4,300 businesses located directly adiacent to the intersection
of the 33 corridor and the 270 outer beit. With 41,270 employees entering the City daly
from other municipalities in Centtral Ohlo, Dublin is intensely interested in the Asture of
mobdity throughout the region. The City is one of several municipalities that have invested
In smart mobility projects throughout the comidor in conjunction with the Ohio State
University and Honda of America to best position the region o be at the forefront of

Innovative transportation technology manufacturing, research and design, and consumes
Irglementation,

In Ohio we have very imited passenger rall servic where service exists and no service In
the centrad regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering
expansions in Ohio is welcoma news. The future prospect of Amitrak service In the state that
would include the Ondnnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our
stakphoiders in Greater Columbus, Dublin, District 6. Maving the Cncirnats-Dayton-
Columbus-Oleveland passenger rall route Included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has
made Ohio hopefidl for the reestablishment of passenger rall service connecting the state's
three major matropolitan areas.

We aiso would like to apprise you of passenger rall cormidor planning along a Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working slong other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012, To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5
milion towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rall
Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a
Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1
millon new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected to ve along this

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 5355 Pomcter Orive  Duttin, Oho 007 phone 6144304000  dublimobiouss. gov
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Sincerely,

Gty
Dublin, Ohio USA
e
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Opporunity s Here

Masch 17, 2021

Wilkam ), Flyres, Chief Execative Officer
AMTRAK

| Massachusetts Ave, NW
Wanlvngton, DC 20001

Re: Suppont for the Cimcinnati-Dayton-Cobumbes-Cleveland proposed coridor & Request for inchusion of Chicagn-Cobumbus-
Piftsbergh coeridor i the Artrak Systers 211S Plan

Dear Mr. Flyms,

Thin letter is 10 both demonstrate sepport for passenger rail service initiation oa the Ciacinnati-Dayten-Cobsmnben-
Cleveland proposed corridor and 10 requedt the addition of fie Chicage Columbus-Pitldnargh pansesger rail corridor to the
Amtred Systern 2035 Plan.

The City of Whitehall bs located lmmediately south of Jobn Glons Intormasional Apont.

2 O we have very lisited passenger rall service where service cxdats and 50 service in Bhe contrald regions of cur stsle. As
you can imagiee ews that Amtrak B comidering expansions n Ohis b welcone news. The ftare prospect of Amirsk service
0 the state that would inclnde the Cinclonet Daytos-Cobembos Cleveland comidor is very escouraging W our stakeholden in
Whitehall Having the Cincianate- Deyton-Columbes-Clrveland passenger il roue included in B Amrak System 2035 Pl
has made Ohio hopefid for the roestablinbenent of pessenger radl service comnecting B stade s throe major metropoliten wvan

We aiso would le © apprine you of pamcrger rall corrider planming slong & Chicage Colunbus. Pittiburgh soute that we are
ergaged in. We have been workling slong other stabobolders in this coeridor since 2012 To dage, we together harve coemnimed
noarly §1.5 milion sosards significast work compieted by the Northenst indiana Passenger Rad Association and the MiS-Ohio
Regiooal Masning Commession 10 advance componerts of a Ther | Envieonmental Impect Satement. A stidy of this corridor
han found that over | mallion new jobs and mare Shan ) million additionsl people are expocted to live alony this corridor by the
yese 2040, Meane comidicr adding thin important midweitern compoction 30 e Aseal Systemn 2035 Plan.

The Ciny of Whinehall &s pleased 10 join other Obiosess n suppont of these prssenger nel service oppormusition. We are resdy 0
hare our seppart and advocase as needed for Amtrak pessenger rd srvice CoORNeCTvIy on these Pwo Imporiant corridon i the

P.G14.2378602 F 6143380119
www whitehall-ohus + 560 S. Yeartbng Road, Whitehall, Obvo 43213




City of Bexiey

NMoayor Ban Keisler
Cry Courci:

Ciy of Baxdey Obe

wown e viey g

March 11, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed
corridor & Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor
in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

I’d like to demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor
to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

As Mayor of the City of Bexley, a first-ring suburb nestled up against the
east side of Columbus, increasing access to public transit and fortifying
our regional transit infrastructure is of great importance to me and my
community.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists
and no service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine
news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The
future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our
stakeholders in [our region, city, district]. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-
Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger
rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning
along a Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We
have been working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012.
To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards
significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail
Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance
components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million
additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year



2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The City of Bexley is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these
passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support
and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on
these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

/ank you sincerely,
?ﬁ
Mayor Ben Kessler

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director
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March 18, 2021
Mr. Willam J_ Fiynn, Chief Exscutive Officer
AMTRAX
1 Massachusetis Ave . NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re Support for the Cincnnas-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed comidor & Request for inclusion
of Chicago-Columbus-Paisbergh comdor n the Amtrax System 2035 Pan

Deoar Mr Fiynn.

Thia letler 5 being provded to demonstrate my support for passenger ral service inflaton on the
Cinorrati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and 10 request e addiion of the
Chcago-Courmtus- Psburgh passenger ral comador 10 the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

The Ciy of Gahanna s & community of 30, 000+ residants, located sl 10 minutes northeast of
downtown Columbun and only mirtes Som the John Gienn international Arport. As the Sfth larpest
Wbt of the 14% largest caity in the Nation, the economic strengh of Gadanna is directly related %
the future economic success of owr Hegon as & whole This project has !he sbilty to be »
tremendous catalyst for economic development N o commundty and In our Regron, enbancing our
opportunities for growth, job ataction, and quaity of life

In Onio, we hirve very miled passenger rad Sarvice whare Sarvics ety and No senvics n T central
regions of our state. As you can imagine, nows that Amirak s consdening expansions n Oho s
weicome news. The Sture prospect of Amtrak service n the State that would Inchude the Cincinnats-
anmmbmhuu’nnn
Colavbun Region Having the Circineat- Dayton-Cobumbun-Clveland passener tal routs ncluded n
umwmmmmwwunmamum
comectng e State » tlvee magr metropoltan wees

We alsd would like 1o apprise you of our ongong passenger rad comdar planning along 3 Checago-
rode We have been working alongede other stakehoidens in $us corrdor since

Cohurrbun-Pitaburgh

2012 To date, we 10001 hirve commitied nearly $1 .5 milion towards signiicant work completed by
the Northesst indana Pmsesger Ral Asscciation end the Mid-Oho Regoral Panning Commisson o
advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this comidor has found
that over 1 millon new jobs and more than 3 millon addtional pecple are expected 10 Ive along s
mg::m Pwase comider addng this mportant mudwestern connecsion 10 the Amirsk

SPUE N LA o Pt @ Cud e, ERE AU XD
LA A0 A000 Fhars o LA AL ALOO F e » waw pehareman gow



The City of Gaharnia is pleased 1o join other Onioans i support of these passenger rall sarvcs
opportunties. 'We are ready 10 share cur support and advocaie as neoded for Amirsk passenger ral
sarvice coNNactivity on these two Important oorridars in the Buckeys State

Sircerely,
e
CC  Deerck James, Amirsk - Senior Manager, Governmment Aftars

Jock Marchbarks, ODOT - Dector
Matt Dietrich ORDC - Exocatve Director

SO0 Sonathh Haarrdton Hoad » Catervia, O8 A0
GO0 A A2 4000 Prwws o G148 07 A100 ¥ am o wows Qo i



City of Lima, Ohio

50 Town Square Lima, Ohio 45801-4900 David J. Berger, Mayor
419/228-5462 Fax 419/221-5199 www.cityhall.lima.oh.us

March 15, 2021

William J. Flynn

Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Request for inclusion of Chicago-Ft. Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:

I am writing to urgently request the addition of the Chicago-Ft. Wayne-Columbus-
Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan. | was first
elected as Lima’s Mayor in November, 1989, and shortly thereafter in January, 1990,
Amtrak announced that its Broadway Limited and Capital Limited trains were being
forced off of the rail corridor through Lima, and subsequently service was
discontinued in the fall of 1990. 50,000 passengers per year in Lima and Ft. Wayne
suffered this loss.

To this day, in Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists
and no service at all in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine, news that
Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is terrifically welcome news. The future
prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include Lima and our 5 county region
would be very encouraging. However, the Amtrak System 2035 Plan does not yet
include this service for us.

We would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Ft.
Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working
along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have
committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast
Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to
advance components, of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people




are expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please take steps to include
this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The City of Lima is pleased to join our neighbors in Ohio and Indiana in support of this
passenger rail service opportunity. We are ready to share our support and advocate as
needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on this important midwestern
corridor.

Sincerely,

); ' Al
S 19D &Y A
David J. Perger |
Mayor

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT - Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director
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t: 937.223.6323
MIAMIVALLEY F: 0372236750
Regional Planning Commission TTY/TDD: 800.750.0750

WWW.mvrpc.org
10 North Ludlow St., Suite 700
Dayton, Ohio 45402

March 16, 2021

Mr. William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

| am writing this letter as the Executive Director for the Miami Valley Regional Planning
Commission — the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the greater Dayton, Ohio Region.
The agency is serves as the common ground where area partners come together to work
toward a shared vision across the Region. Together, public and private partners develop and
implement innovative and sustainable strategies that enhance the Region’s quality of life and
economic vitality.

Passenger rail is the missing ingredient in our comprehensive transportation network. Here in
Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the
central regions of our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions
in Ohio is very welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state would
include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to
stakeholders in our Region. Including the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger
rail route in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of
passenger rail service connecting the state’s four major metropolitan areas.

We also support a new direct connection to Pittsburgh from Dayton and Columbus as part of a
passenger rail corridor planned by our colleagues along a new Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh
route. The connection to Pittsburgh would open an important direct route between Dayton and
regions further east. Please consider adding this important Midwestern connection to the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

MVRPC and the Dayton and Miami Valley Region are pleased to join Ohioans to support these
passenger rail service investments. We are ready to share our support and advocate for
passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the Buckeye State and

beyond.

Shaping Our Region’s Future Together



I»; t: 937.223.6323
-- - MIAMIVALLEY F. 9372236750
Regional Planning Commission TTY/TOD: 800.750.0750
WWW.Mmvrpc.org

10 North Ludlow St., Suite 700
Dayton, Chio 45402

Sincerely,

el [

|} & A D
Hrntn Q Yaiton.
Brian O. Martin, AICP

Executive Director

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC Executive Director
William Murdock, AICP, MORPC Executive Director

Shaping Our Region’s Future Together
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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

March 12, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition
of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System
2035 Plan.

The City of Sprindfield is centrally located between Dayton and Columbus making
inclusion into this proposed corridor very attractive to Springfield. Springfield has
become more and more favorable to industry due to our location between Dayton and
Columbus as well as our access to the interstate system.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service
in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak is considering
expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state
that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very
encouraging to our stakeholders in the Springfield and surrounding areas. Having the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail
service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly
$1.5 million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger
Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance

76 East High Street - Springfield, OH45502  (937) 324-7300 www.springfieldohio.gov



components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has
found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are
expected to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider adding this
important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The City of Springfield is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger
rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed
for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the
Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

Bryan Heck
City Manager

cc:  Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT - Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director



Logan-Union-Champaign

regional planning commission

Director: Bradley J. Bodenmiller

March 18, 2021

Me. Wilkam J. Fiyen, Chief Dxncutive Officer
AMTRAK
1 Massachusetts Averue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20001

RE:  Support for the Cincinnati Dayton-Columbus Oeveland proposed corrider
Regeest for inckanlon of the Chicago-Colembus-Pittsbergh corridor in Amtrak’s System 2005 Plan

Dear Mr. Wilsam J. Fiynn:

The Logan-Union-Champags Reponal Plansing Commasion (LUC) i a volustary, three county
organzaton Our membership includes several of the towmhips and suniCipalities within each of the
respective counties, a3 membership total of 64 local povernments. LUC is one of only six Governor-
devgnated Regional Tramportation Manning Organizations (RTPOs) in Ohia. Siace our fouading in the
1960, LUC continues 10 serve and advise Oor members in plansing intiatives and lund use decivon.

Our 1970 Regonal Plan stresses how the demands of people are not met by just the local store o
meeting house, But by the combination of services avadable within the lrper region made accersible by
the automobde. Today, services are avadlable at an even larger scale theough computers and the
Indernet, bt we continge 10 travel the same datances, at roaghly the same 1peed, by automobile
Detaren MaOr melropolitan reguont

Since LUC's inception, the locationad advantage and transportation network of owr region has been used
to weccaniully atiract and grow ndwtry

"The locational agvantage of central Oho refative 10 the Nation's markets needs a0
claboration Located virtually in the middie of the largest industrial market in the
Ration, the LUC Region is in an extelient position 10 attract isdustries with nationsl
markets i an effective ndustrial program i persued” (LUC Regonal Plan, 19700

As you might imagine, trigs are made 10 sad from our region by emgloyees, employers, residents, and
wHILOrS 10 other major employment and popelation conters, sech as Chicago and FMttsburgh and
Cnonnats, Dayton, Columbus, and Cleveland. A study of a potestial Ohicage Columbus Pittsbergh
paswenger rall corridor found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 milllon additional people
are expecied to live Mong this corrider By the year 2080, Yet, passenger rail is not an available mode of
UArAPOTITION

Please comider this letter my wpport for pastenger rad service initiation on the Cinclanatl-Dayton-

Colembus Oeveland proposed coeridor oad 2 request for inciusion of the Ohicago-Columbus-
Piteshurgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

/f:ﬂy\'ﬂm -
Bradiey Bodenmiller
Director | LUC Regonal Masning Commaison

—— 1820 88, RL 347, MO Boa 219
East Libenty, Obio 43319
o Phooe: G 08634310 =
* Emad lecrpoithecplanniog.com « Web: www lucplanning com



ol | Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership

Union County Community Improvement Corporation
U N Io N CO U NTY 227 East Fifth Street
MYSV I£_ Marysville, Ohio 43040
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Ph 937.642.6279
= www.unioncounty.org

N

March 15, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn:

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The explosive growth of the Columbus Region in recent years has brought about the side effects of
traffic congestion, elevated safety concerns, and decreased mobility for citizens and commuters. This
has led to growing income and socio-economic disparities and economic disadvantages that prevent
our region from reaching its fullest potential. As the Lead Economic Development Organization (LEDO)
for Union County and the City of Marysville, we fully understand the positive economic and quality of life
impact that these passenger rail projects would have on our community and the entire region.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the central
regions of our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in Ohio is
welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in the Columbus Region.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route included in the Amtrak System
2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of passenger rail service connecting the
state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-Columbus-
Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other stakeholders in this
corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5 million towards significant work
completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission to advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this
corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and more than 3 million additional people are expected
to live along this corridor by the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern
connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.



The Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership is pleased to join other Ohioans in
support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate

as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in the
Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

Eric S. Phillips
Executive Director

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director
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March 18, 2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-
Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

The explosive growth of the Columbus Region in recent years has created traffic congestion,
elevated safety concerns, and decreased mobility for citizens and commuters. This has led to
growing income and socio-economic disparities and economic disadvantages that prevent our
region from reaching its fullest potential.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no service in the
central regions of our state. As you can imagine, news that Amtrak is considering expansions in
Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of Amtrak service in the state that would include the
Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in the
Columbus Region. Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route
included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the reestablishment of
passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a Chicago-
Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been working along other
stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we together have committed nearly $1.5
million towards significant work completed by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association
and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier I
Environmental Impact Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs
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where the g~a is greener
and more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by the year

2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035
Plan.

\ Sincerely, <'-—\

/-'m) )
City Manager

CC: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director



RICHLAND COUNTY

LE1 REGIONAL PLANNING

1/12/2021

William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor &
Request for inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak
System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

This letter is to both demonstrate support for passenger rail service initiation on

the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor and to request
the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to the
Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

Richland County Regional Planning Commission (RCRPC) serves as the
Meftropolitan Planning Organization (MPQO) for Richland County region and is
strategically located on the Columbus-Cleveland travel corridor.

In Ohio we have very limited passenger rail service where service exists and no
service in the central regions of our state. As you can imagine news that Amtrak
is considering expansions in Ohio is welcome news. The future prospect of
Amirak service in the state that would include the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-
Cleveland corridor is very encouraging to our stakeholders in Richland County.
Having the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland passenger rail route
included in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan has made Ohio hopeful for the
reestablisnment of passenger rail service connecting the state’s three major
metropolitan areas.

We also would like to apprise you of passenger rail corridor planning along a
Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route that we are engaged in. We have been

19 N Main « Mansfield, Ohio 44902-1777 « Phone: (419) 774-5684 « Fax: (419) 774-5685



working along other stakeholders in this corridor since 2012. To date, we
together have committed nearly $1.5 million fowards significant work completed
by the Northeast Indiana Passenger Rail Association and the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission to advance components of a Tier | Environmental Impact
Statement. A study of this corridor has found that over 1 million new jobs and
more than 3 million additional people are expected to live along this corridor by
the year 2040. Please consider adding this important midwestern connection to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

RCRPC is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service
opportunities. We are ready to share our support and advocate as needed for
Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on these two important corridors in
the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,
/H\%w (e %

Jotika Shetty
Executive Director, RCRPC

CC: Derrick James, Amirak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT - Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC - Executive Director

19 N Main « Mansfield, Ohio 44902-1777 « Phone: (419) 774-5684 « Fax: (419) 774-5685
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OHIO MID-EASTERN GOVERNMENTS ASSOCIATION

Connecting Communities to Resources
March 18, 2021

Mr. William J. Flynn, Chief Executive Officer
AMTRAK

1 Massachusetts Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20001

Re: Support for the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed corridor & Request for
inclusion of Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh corridor in the Amtrak System 2035 Plan

Dear Mr. Flynn,

As Executive Director of the Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association (OMEGA), | offer my strong
support for passenger rail service initiation on the Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland proposed
corridor and to request the addition of the Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh passenger rail corridor to
the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

OMEGA is a local development district that serves ten counties in the eastern Appalachian region of
Ohio and serves as a Regional Transportation Planning organization for eight of those ten counties. |
especially support a new direct connection between Pittsburgh and Columbus as part of a passenger rail
corridor planned by our colleagues along a new Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route. This corridor will
provide the needed connectivity to the eastern rural Appalachian region of Ohio with major urban
centers. Our region currently lacks access to passenger rail and this proposed route would extend
through the center of our region with potential stops in four of our communities: Steubenville,
Uhrichsville, Newcomerstown, and Coshocton. Passenger rail service will greatly benefit our region and
will provide a safe, reliable, affordable means of transportation for our residents. Please consider
adding this important midwestern connection to the Amtrak System 2035 Plan.

OMEGA is pleased to join other Ohioans in support of these passenger rail service opportunities. We are
ready to share our support and advocate as needed for Amtrak passenger rail service connectivity on
these two important corridors in the Buckeye State.

Sincerely,

OHIO MID-EASTERN GOVERNMENTS ASSOCIATION

Jarith77] w?/uu

Jeannette M. Wierzbicki, P.E.
Executive Director

C: Derrick James, Amtrak - Senior Manager, Government Affairs
Jack Marchbanks, ODOT — Director
Matt Dietrich, ORDC — Executive Director
326 Highland Avenue, Suite B, Cambridge, OH 43725
740.439.4471 | www.omegadistrict.org

Serving these local governments
Belmont e Carroll ¢ Columbiana e Coshocton e Guernsey e Harrison e Holmes e Jefferson e Muskingum e Tuscarawas
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