131.01 - EMERGENCY POWERS




(A) The Mayor shall have and exercise all powers and duties vested by law in

mayors and all other executive officers of municipalities in the event of riot, civil
commotion, enemy attack, flood, fire, snowstorm, breakdown of utility services, or
other disaster or emergency which threatens the safety or health of the residents
of the city. Such powers shall include, but not be limited to, and the making of
requests, in the name of the city, to the governor, civil defense organizations, Red
Cross and other public or private agencies for the assistance in the enforcement
of law or the rendering of other aid needed in such emergency.

(B) In addition to the powers outlined in C.O. § 131.01(A), in the event of any of
the emergencies mentioned therein, the Mayor is authorized to proclaim a state
of emergency in the city or any area therein. In the absence or disability of the
Mayor, the authority to proclaim a state of emergency shall devolve upon the
following officials, if available, in the order named: President of council or vice
president of council.

(C) When a state of emergency has been proclaimed under C.O. 8 131.01(B), any
officer named therein is authorized to issue such proclamations as he/she deems
necessary to protect life and property.




(D) _No person shall violate a proclamation issued under C.0O. 8§ 131.01(B) or (C).
No person shall fail to obey the lawful order of any police officer, militiaman or
other law _enforcement officer; and no person shall in_any way intentionally
interfere with any such police officer, militiaman or other law enforcement officer,
or_fireman, rescue personnel, medical personnel, or other authorized person in
the protection or preservation of life or property during the existence of a state of
emergency as proclaimed under this section.

(E) In order to continue or provide necessary city services, facilitate provisions
of emergency shelter, and otherwise assist in alleviating the distress of disaster
victims, the Mayor is granted emergency powers to suspend the enforcement of
such provisions of the Codified Ordinances, as he/she deems necessary,
including provisions of the housing, building, zoning, health and other codes and
rules and requlations adopted thereunder, for a period not to exceed three (3)
months, or less, if terminated earlier by motion, resolution or ordinance of Council.
The exercise of the powers granted hereby is not dependent upon the
proclamation provided for in this section, but may be exercised upon a separate
proclamation by the Mayor, forwarded immediately to the city council. Thereupon,
the Mayor may, by his/her executive order directed to the appropriate city
officials, suspend appropriate provisions of the Codified Ordinances, as well as
rules and regulations which may have been adopted pursuant thereto. ir-orderto

(F) Council may, by vote of a majority of its members without hearing and notice
and upon motion, terminate any proclamation or executive order issued under
this section.

(G) _Any person convicted of violating any proclamation issued in accordance
with this section shall be gquilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) nor imprisoned for
not more than six (6) months, or both.




