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7:00 PM City HallMonday, July 21, 2014

CALL TO ORDER - Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll CallA.

Gahanna City Council met in Regular Session on Monday, July 21, 

2014, in Council Chambers of City Hall, 200 South Hamilton Road, 

Gahanna, Ohio.  Acting President of Council Thomas Kneeland called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and delivered an Invocation followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Agenda for this meeting was published 

on July 18, 2014.

Brian Larick was present as Acting Mayor and did not vote.

Karen J. Angelou, Ryan P. Jolley, Thomas R. Kneeland, Brian D. Larick, 

Jamie Leeseberg, Stephen A. Renner, and Michael Schnetzer
Present 7 - 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA.B.

A motion was made by Renner seconed by Jolley to amend the Consent 

Agenda to move ORD-0097-2014 to the Regular Agenda, Second Reading.

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

HEARING OF VISITORS.C.

1.            Steve Reniker, 789 Science Blvd., Gahanna, said he didn't 

want to take much of Council's time but on behalf of the Golf 

Depot and Value Recovery Group wanted to express our 

appreciation to the City for your tremendous support of 

BoomFest on July 3; everyone with the City was extremely 

helpful in getting the word out; in fact, they got the word out 

so well that we had about twice the turnout we were 

anticipating; the first year we did this was kind of on a whim; 

had 3,000 people, the second year we had 5,500 and estimates 

for this year were close to 15,000 people; it showed us that 

people will attend events; were short on parking and food, but 

those are things we can fix; wanted to express on the record 

both his and his company’s appreciation for the City's support.   
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2.    James May, 10268 Appleton Road, Johnstown, spoke on behalf 

of the United Baptist Church, 6046 Taylor Road, Gahanna.  He 

said thank you for this opportunity to make you aware of the 

water problems on our church’s property; represent the 

brothers and sisters that make up the membership of the 

Columbus United Baptist Church at 6046 Taylor Road, 

Gahanna; when the 3-lane road was put in there was a change 

made in the drainage going to the creek; this changed the water 

level and allowed the water to back up onto church property; at 

the same time some new construction going on at the corner of 

Taylor and Taylor Station Roads which allowed more water 

onto the north side of the road; as the water stayed there for a 

long period of time Gahanna started calling it a “wetland” of 

which it wasn’t before; know that it is against the law to 

deliberately cause water to go onto someone else’s property 

without permission; know the City is researching this and 

know what year this trouble started and it has taken a very long 

time; church property in some areas of the land has been 

rendered useless; Damero, who is present, has pictures of how 

the property looked before the construction diverted the water 

onto the property.

3.    Franklin Damero, 14490 Graham Road, Pataskala, said here to 

show pictures at the church property of 6046 Taylor Road 

when it was dry; used to play ball there; it was a beautiful 

property; water has been collecting there since 2000 or earlier; 

can’t even mow there even with a tractor because it is so wet; 

would like for the City to help us get it straightened out.  

 Kneeland asked for copies of photos to be given to the clerk so 

that copies can be made for everyone to review; it will be 

discussed further in Service Committee next week.

4.    Resident, Dawn Wright, 1013 Caroway Blvd., was present with 

her three children; came to our attention that there is the 

possibility of closing both of the Gahanna pools and we just 

want to speak up in support of them; all three of my kids have 

been on the Hunters Ridge Swim Team for the past 6 seasons 

and my youngest could be on the swim team for another 6 

years assuming it still exists; swimming is a great and lifelong 

form of exercise and I am very grateful for the swim team 

because they have improved their swimming ability so when 

we go boating or to the beach I feel more comfortable because 

of that; over the summer it is easy for kids to sit around the 

house and watch TV and play video games; the pool and swim 
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team are bright spots in our community; urging City Council to 

look at their budget and figure out how they could still support 

them.

5.    Chad Cole, 3466 Tivoli Court, Gahanna, thanked Council for 

their service to the community; the City provides great 

facilities and it’s a great place to live; deeply concerning when 

I hear that the pools may be closed; facilities like those that 

make the community great; concerned with budget on website 

that estimates the cost of closing the pool at $267,000; by 

looking at some of the expenses versus the revenue for the past 

couple of years; 2011 the revenue was about $10,000 higher 

than the overall costs; 2012 it was about $3,000 higher; 2013 

there was a significant difference between costs and revenue; 

question the difference; $45,000 in there for capital but I think 

we need to realize that obviously that’s not going to happen 

every year and are we looking at just a small snapshot here; 

hope that is not happening; like any business you are going to 

have good years and bad years; need to look at it over the long 

term; be very interested in what was the actual revenue in 

2013; figures are based off of the latest figures on the website 

that are projected revenue; and also 2014, too; thanked Council 

for their time; certainly do not want pools to close; it provides 

a great benefit to the community and gives the children a place 

to learn how to swim; we live in a community where we have 

lots of parks with creeks and places that flood; it is great to 

know how to swim and I’m glad I know how to swim; 

provides a place for kids to get physical exercise and a place 

for the elderly to get low-impact exercise.

6.    Robin Flagge, 340 Howland Drive, Gahanna; here to talk about 

the possibility of closing the pools; nine years ago we moved 

here from San Francisco; I have lived in five countries and had 

22 home addresses in my life; I hope this is my last one; 

absolutely love Gahanna and central Ohio; is the only 

land-locked place we have lived; gets very warm here in the 

summer; kids are on the swim team but it’s not just about the 

swim team and activities; a refuge where people can escape the 

tropical weather in the summer; there is no other place to go; 

many of the lakes have algae and e-coli and they are not always 

a safe place to swim; a community pool is where you go; a lot 

of communities have a city pool and I think Gahanna should 

have one, too.

7.    Alex Meredith, 797 Ronson Avenue, Gahanna, said the people 

of Gahanna want to keep the pools and are willing to fight for 
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them; swimming pools help Gahanna in many ways; the first 

reason is that children on the Hunter’s Ridge Sea Horses and 

Gahanna Sea Lions swim and dive teams will be kept busy and 

are less likely to get in trouble; however, if you shut down the 

pools all the children that were previously on the swim teams 

can do whatever they want and it might just involve doing 

something illegal, meaning the swim and dive teams will likely 

produce good citizens; another reason why the pools shouldn’t 

be shut down is that the swimmers are getting exercise; 

swimmers are healthy and have less chance of being diagnosed 

with obesity, diabetes and other unhealthy conditions; they will 

also do better at fitness standards in physical education in 

school which makes Gahanna, Ohio a healthier and happier 

place to live; the swimmers and divers will be more likely to 

take care of their bodies and not participate in drinking and 

smoking; the final reason you should not close the pools is that 

you would create unemployment; think of all the people who 

would lose their jobs if you shut down the pools, life guards, 

administrators, coaches, concession stand workers and front 

desk workers; is a lot of people; Gahanna’s unemployment 

rates would increase and that would give Gahanna a bad 

reputation; after having heard this petition I hope you will 

consider not shutting down the pools; I have been on the 

Hunters Ridge Sea Horses Swim team for 7 years and I am not 

planning on quitting; neither are any of my friends who would 

also hate for the pools to shut down; please reconsider shutting 

down these two very special pools; thank Council for their 

time.

Kneeland stated those are all the speaker slips we have this 

evening.  I would suggest those here tonight with an interest in 

the pools, and prior to Council beginning appropriation 

discussions later this year, reach out to the Parks and 

Recreation Department and get some details about the status of 

the pools to get current information and data.                        

INTRODUCTIONS AND ASSIGNMENT TO COMMITTEE:D.

Ordinances - Were Introduced and Assigned to Committee by Jolley.

ORD-0105-2014 TO REPEAL ORD-0131-1979, "TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO 

ENTER INTO LEASE AGREEMENT WITH GAHANNA HISTORICAL 
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SOCIETY FOR CERTAIN LAND TO BE USED FOR PUBLIC, 

CHARITABLE, OR HISTORICAL PURPOSES."

This Ordinance was introduced.

ORD-0106-2014 TO REPEAL ORD-0075-2014, "TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO 

ENTER INTO LEASE AGREEMENT WITH DARIA PADEGIMAS FOR 

THE RESIDENTIAL USE OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY".

This Ordinance was introduced.

ORD-0107-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO LEASE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE GAHANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 101 SOUTH HIGH STREET.

This Ordinance was introduced.

ORD-0108-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH 

NEW ALBANY CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC FOR INVESTMENT 

ADVISORY SERVICES.

This Ordinance was introduced.

CONSENT AGENDA:E.

Minutes - To  Approve:

2014-0092 7-7-2014 Council Meeting Minutes & 7-14-2014 Special Meeting 

Minutes

These Minutes were Approved and Filed on the Consent Agenda.

Ordinance: Introduce, Waive Second Reading, Adopt as Emergency:

ORD-0103-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO AWARD 

AND THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH ELITE 

EXCAVATING CO., FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE TAYLOR ROAD 

BOOSTER STATION; IMPROVEMENT NO. ST 1003; TO 

SUPPLEMENTALLY APPROPRIATE $392,914; AND TO DECLARE 

AN EMERGENCY.

This Ordinance was Adopted on the Consent Agenda as an emergency.

ORD-0104-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH 

MS CONSULTANTS, INC.,  FOR INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE 

TAYLOR ROAD BOOSTER STATION CONSTRUCTION PROJECT; 

IMPROVEMENT NO. ST 1003; TO SUPPLEMENTALLY 

APPROPRIATE $90,528; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.
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This Ordinance was Adopted on the Consent Agenda as an emergency.

Ordinances on Second Reading:

ORD-0099-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO SOFTWARE 

LICENSE AGREEMENT AND WARRANTY WITH XC2.

This Ordinance was Adopted on the Consent Agenda.

Resolutions to Adopt on First Reading:

RES-0003-2014 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT 

APPLICATION FOR THE SOUDER DITCH STREET INFILTRATION 

WATERSHED PROJECT-OHIO EPA GRANT.

This Resolution was Adopted on the Consent Agenda.

Motion Resolution:

MR-0029-2014 Motion Resolution that this Council has no objection to the new D5I 

liquor permit for Cameron Mitchell Restaurants LLC, dba The 

Barn/1370 E. Johnstown Road, Gahanna, Ohio 43230.

This Motion Resolution was Approved on the Consent Agenda.

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Angelou, seconded by Renner, to approve the Consent 

Agenda. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

                         End of the Consent Agenda

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None.F.

STANDING COMMITTEES:G.

2014-0091 7-14-2014 Committee Minutes

Committee of the Whole - Kneeland

No report.
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Finance - Schnetzer

No report.

Service & Safety - Angelou

Angelou stated that if the Service & Safety Committee meeting next 

week starts at 7:30 p.m.; probably be a little later starting this time; 

told the speakers from the church they are certainly more than 

welcome to come at 7:00, but said it might be closer to 8:00 p.m. to 

get to their topic.

Development & Parks - Renner

No report.

CORRESPONDENCE AND ACTIONS:H.

Clerk

No report.

Council

Angelou stated she was sure everyone probably received the 2014 

COTA Luncheon meeting information which is August 27; Council 

also received an invitation to the Dublin Festival.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES out of Committee of the Whole to 

Amend by Substitution and Adopt:

I.

ORD-0100-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO AWARD 

AND THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH RUMPKE 

WASTE & RECYCLING SERVICES, FOR RECYCLING 

PROCESSING FOR THE CITY OF GAHANNA.

A motion was made by Angelou, seconded by Renner to Amend by 

Substitution.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Angelou, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer5 - 

No: Jolley1 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 
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A motion was made by Angelou, seconded by Renner to Adopt as Amended.  

The motion carried by the folloing vote:

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

ORD-0101-2014 TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO AWARD 

AND THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH RUMPKE OF 

OHIO, INC., FOR RESIDENTIAL REFUSE, RECYCLING & YARD 

WASTE COLLECTION IN THE CITY OF GAHANNA.

A motion was made by Angelou, seconded by Leeseberg to Amend by 

Substitution.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Angelou, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer5 - 

No: Jolley1 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

A motion was made by Angelou, seconded by Leeseberg to Adopt as 

Amended.  The motion carried by the folloing vote:

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

ORD-0097-2014 TO AMEND CODE SECTION 148.12, FEES, OF CHAPTER 148, 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, AND TO 

REPEAL SECTION 1109.08(k), PARK FEE OF PUBLIC AREAS OF 

CHAPTER 1109, STANDARDS, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

OF GAHANNA.

A motion was made by Renner, seconded by Angelou to Postpone to Date 

Certain to City Council, due back on August 4, 2014.  The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES: None.J.

MOTIONS/RESOLUTIONS: None.K.

REPRESENTATIVES:L.

Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) - Larick/Kneeland

Kneeland said the next meeting is August 19th at 7:30 a.m. at City Hall.
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Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) - Angelou

The Commission met on July 17th and representative from group 

trying to bring the 2016 National Democratic Convention to Columbus 

will be asking for support letters; selection group will be in Columbus 

on August 6th and a reception is planned between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., 

location to be announced; there is a lot of excitement around 

something that would bring millions of dollars to Columbus and the 

surrounding areas; with Cleveland getting the Republican Convention 

and Lebron James, we are hoping we will get the National Democratic 

Convention and bring some of that economic development to our 

community; authorized the executive director to submit an application 

to the National Historical Publications and Records Commission for 

up to $50,000 for converting historical aerial photography to a digital 

mosaic format; received update on Insight 2050 and it’s moving along 

very quickly and the discussion and information is interesting on what 

central Ohio is going to look like in 2050; expect about 500,000 more 

people to be living in this area; number of residents over age 65 will 

double and will be the majority; majority of growth will be households 

without children; 2/3 of growth relies on migration; there is a shifting 

preference for walkability and mixed-use communities, higher demand 

for smaller lot single-family housing, and higher demand for detached 

single-family townhomes; complete report will be in the Council 

office; had representatives attending from the health care consortium; 

the Regional Energy Action Plan for Columbus was released on July 

14, 2014, and it should be very well received and is one of the first 

done in the nation; MORPC budget information can be found at 

www.morpc.org <http://www.morpc.org>; there will be a Meet the 

Class event on December 9th at the Renaissance Hotel from 5:00-7:30 

p.m. for people to come down and meet their new legislative 

representatives and commissioners; HB5 has not been resolved; they 

are trying to come up with a plan to balance the Highway Trust Fund 

temporarily; the fix is not permanent; there will be a new Speaker of 

the House of Representatives.

Bd. of Education, Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools - Jolley

No update.

Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) - Jolley

Jolley said the meeting was rescheduled to August 6.  

OFFICIAL REPORTS:M.
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Mayor

Acting Mayor Larick thanked everyone for coming this evening and 

participating in the process of decision-making for the City.

City Attorney

No report.

COUNCIL COMMENTN.

Angelou thanked everyone who came this evening, especially those who 

spoke on behalf of items they feel passionate about; it’s wonderful to see 

young children come forward and give their input; some day they may be 

sitting up on the dais making decisions for the City.

Jolley echoed everyone’s thanks for those who came out tonight, whether you 

spoke, just came out for moral support or just to hear a wonderful young man 

deliver an excellent speech; certainly agree with all of the comments you gave 

this evening; I don’t think anyone in the City wants to see the pools close; 

however, we had a long and very difficult discussion last year about the 

economic realities facing our City and what sort of consequences there would 

be if we didn’t find alternate sources of revenue; while Mr. Cole was pointing 

out some of the numbers, we are looking at the need to completely replace 

one of our pools at a cost of hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of dollars; 

I think everyone up here would like to see the pools stay open, it may not be 

an economic possibility going forward through the City alone; welcome any 

ideas, suggestions or comments about what we could do differently to make 

sure we will be able to provide those opportunities, we have a lot of 

discussion ahead about what the City is going to do moving forward in the 

short term; hope people stay engaged and perhaps will come up with the good 

idea that will allow us to keep the pools open long term; thank you for coming 

out and continue your dialog with us.  

Renner echoed the comments of my colleagues; very good job young Alex 

coming up to the podium; it can be a little scary; as Jolley said, please stay 

engaged in the appropriations discussions we are getting ready to have; they 

have very serious consequences; encouraged everyone to review the budget 

from top to bottom and give us their concerns.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION - to go into Executive Session under authority of 

5.40(g) of the Council Rules of Procedure to consider confidential 

information related to the marketing plans, specific business strategy, 

production techniques, trade secrets, or personal financial statements of 

an applicant for economic development assistance, or for negotiations 

with other political subdivisions respecting requests for economic 

development assistance.

O.

A motion was made by Renner and seconded by Jolley to go into Executive 

Session under authority of 5.40(g) of the Council Rules of Procedure to 

consider confidential information related to the marketing plans, specific 

business strategy, production techniques, trade secrets, or personal financial 

statements of an applicant for economic development assistance, or for 

negotiations with other political subdivisions respecting requests for 

economic development assistance.

Kneeland requested that Karl Wetherholt, Anthony Jones, Tony Collins and 

Shane Ewald attend the Executive Session.  Council rose to Executive Session 

at 7:38 p.m.  Council rose to report from Executive Session at 9:16 p.m. with no 

action taken.

Yes: Angelou, Jolley, Kneeland, Leeseberg, Renner and Schnetzer6 - 

Abstain, COI: Larick1 - 

ADJOURNMENT - Motion by Kneeland at 9:16 p.m.P.

Kimberly McWilliams, CMC

Clerk of Council

APPROVED by the City Council, this

day of                           2014.

Thomas R. Kneeland
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