




























 
200 S. Hamilton Road, Gahanna, OH  43230 

Phone(614)342-4010  Fax(614)342-4100 
 

 

 
May 2, 2018 
 
Bildsten Landscape Services 
1080 Camden Ave 
Columbus, OH 43201 
 
RE:   Project 690-700 Taylor Rd Design Review    
  
Dear Bildsten Landscape Services: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Building - Approval 
 

1. No comments since no building plan review or permits required.  
 
 

Fire District - Complete 
 

2. The fire division does not object to the Design Review application as the fence removal  is not part of 
the means of egress for the buildings 

 
 

Public Service & Engineering - Complete 

 
3. No Comment 

 
 

Community Development - Complete 

 
4. No issues with the request.  Please see forthcoming staff report for staff comments. 

 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 



                                         

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 
The property at 690 and 700 Taylor Road is requesting Design Review approval to remove the existing 
fence along the north side of the property.  In lieu of the fence, they propose to plant 20 additional 
trees.  Norway spruce trees ranging from 6’-7’ in height will be planted.  These trees are in addition to 
the existing trees.  Additionally, the north side of the property has a continuous mound/berm that 
ranges in height from 4’ to 10’.   

A fence, landscaping, and a berm were installed as part of the project’s original approval in 2000. The 
fence is in poor condition and needs to be either replaced or removed.  The proposed trees are above 
and beyond code requirements.  The code requires office and residential development to be buffered 
from each other.  This can be accomplished many ways.  Fences, plantings, and berms all meet the 
buffer requirement.  The berm alone meets this requirement.  The addition of 20 pine trees exceeds the 
minimum requirements of the code.   

The request is located within Design Review District 3 (DRD-3).  Relevant code sections include the 
following: 

• Screening – Focusing on conflicting land uses and the externalities that are created should be 
minimized with screening efforts by the developer of the commercial development. 

o Natural Elements.  Earth mounding and trees should be considered to reduce 
neighborhood noise that is created by the commercial developments. 

o Vegetation.  Generous use of vegetation should be encouraged to produce a natural 
atmosphere and create a subtle transition of land uses of varying intensities. 

 
It is staff’s opinion that the request meets the applicable requirements of the code.  Staff recommends 
approval of the request as the proposed landscaping exceeds the minimum requirements of the code. 
The proposal is for 20 trees in addition to the approximately 40 that exist on the north side of the 
property.   Additionally, staff has participated in public meetings involving other developments in this 
area and some residents have voiced their dislike of the fence on the subject property and expressed a 
desire to see more trees. 

 
 
 
 
 



                                         

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 

Location/Zoning Map 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford, AICP 
Deputy Director 


