


Ross Fisher and Laura Blue met at Union County Rural 

Schools 



Laura May Blue (Fisher) marriage record from December 25th, 1900

Laura M. Blue



Ross and Laura Fisher married 51 years



Gahanna Fisher Bros. General store established in 1908 until 1932



Jean Jarvis’s: “Along the Big Walnut”
Gladys Baughman born 1906 kept a daily journal & recalls the store:

In 1908 Ross Fisher & W.W. Fisher Opened Fisher Brothers General Store



In 1908 Ross Fisher & W.W. Fisher Opened Fisher Brothers General 

Store



According to Jarvis: Fisher Bros./Shadwicks was the longest running Gahanna business

In 1908 Ross Fisher & W.W. Fisher Opened Fisher Brothers General Store



Columbus Evening Dispatch

June 2nd, 1916

Gahanna resident Ross Fisher signs petition for Congress



1920 Census for Ross, Laura & Honor Fisher



The 19th Amendment was ratified by the U.S. Congress

The 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, ratified on August 
6th, 1920, prohibits the denial of 
the right to vote based on sex, 
effectively granting women the 
right to vote. This landmark 
amendment was the culmination of 
a long, multi-generational struggle 
for women's suffrage that involved 
protests, lobbying, and civil 
disobedience. Key figures like 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Amelia 
Bloomer, and Susan B. Anthony

were critical in this movement.



The results of the November 8th, 1921 election



This election had record breaking results

● Laura Fisher was one of the first of two women to run for 

and win any elected office in the village/city of Gahanna.

● Laura Fisher was the first woman to win and serve in 

any elected office in the village/city of Gahanna.

● Laura Fisher was one of the first women ever elected to 

serve in a Municipal office in Franklin County.

● Laura Fisher was one of the first women elected to serve 

in a Municipal office in the state of Ohio.

● Laura Fisher was also one of the first women to serve in 

a Municipal office in the United States.



Description of the Village of Gahanna in the 1920’s

A Rural Village: In the 1920s, the village of Gahanna was a small, rural 

community distinct from the growing city of Columbus, characterized by its 

agricultural setting and connection to Big Walnut Creek. The 1920 census 

listed Gahanna at having 347 residents total. It was also home to the Big 

Walnut Country Club, a pioneering social and recreational retreat for the 

African American community of Central Ohio; one of the earliest in the nation.

Rural Atmosphere: Gahanna was a very small village nestled in a rural 

landscape, quite different from the nearby bustling city of Columbus. Gahanna 

is a Native American term meaning “three creeks joining into one”.  

Connection to the Past: The area was historically tied to its mill town origins, 

with remnants of the millrace, the channel for a mill's water wheel, still visible 

along Big Walnut Creek.



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1922
Meeting held Feb 8th 1922

Council called to order by Mayor, ordered Clerk to call roll.

The following Council were present:

W. X. Brown, B. F. Dawson, Philip Shiffler, Mrs. R. M. Fisher.

Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

A complaint was made to Council in regard to Rev. Wolf’s 

boy throwing stones at other boys.

A motion by W. X. Brown, 2nd by Philip Shiffler, that Rev. 

Wolf be served with notice in regard to above complaint.

After remarks on motion Mr. Brown withdrew his motion with 

consent of second and that Mayor order Clerk to issue notice for 

Marshal to serve on Rev. Wolf.

No further business before 

Council for the night.

A motion by B. F. Dawson 

2nd  by W. X. Brown that we 

adjourn. - Motion Carried.

S. C. Stone    

Clerk 

A. C. Dickerson

Mayor

Minutes approved 

2/22/22

John Wolf

(the boy who 

threw rocks) 

was a WWII 

Veteran at 99 

years of age.



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1922
Meeting held June 14, 1922

Council met in regular session and called to 

order by Mayor.

Roll call: A. C. Dickerson Mayor; Jacob 

Dawson Marshal;

Councilmen Present: Philip Shiffler, Mrs. 

R. M. Fisher, Jess Fitzwater, D. L. Stygler, 

W. X.Brown, B. F. Dawson.

A motion by B. F. Dawson, 2nd by Philip 

Shiffler, that the report of the committee to 

investigate the light plant at Hilliard be 

accepted and committee discharged.

Motion Carried.

A resolution presented to call an            

election for electric lights.

A motion by W. X. Brown, 2nd by B. F. 

Dawson, that the resolution for electric lights 

be read for first time.

Vote: B. F. Dawson Yea; Jess Fitzwater 

Yea; Mrs. R. M. Fisher Yea; Philip Shiffler 

Yea; D. L. Stygler Yea; W. X. Brown Yea

Motion Carried.

Resolution read for first time.

A motion by B. F. Dawson, 2nd W. X. 

Brown, that the rules requiring a resolution 

to be read and Resolution read for first time

A motion by B. F. Dawson, 2nd W. X. Brown, that the 

rules requiring a resolution be read at three separate 

meetings be suspended and resolution read 2nd time.

Vote: B. F. Dawson Yea; Jess Fitzwater Yea; Mrs. R. 

M. Fisher Yea; Philip Shiffler Yea; D. L. Stygler Yea; W. 

X. Brown Yea

Motion Carried.

A motion by W. X. Brown, 2nd Jess Fitzwater, that the 

rules requiring a resolution to be read at three separate 

meetings be suspended  resolution read the third time.

Vote: B. F. Dawson Yea; Jess Fitzwater Yea; Mrs. R. 

M. Fisher Yea; Philip Shiffler Yea; D. L. Stygler Yea; W. 

X. Brown Yea

Motion Carried.

Resolution read the third time.

A motion by W. X. Brown, and 2nd Mrs. R. M. Fisher

that resolution be placed upon its passage

and passed as read.

Vote: B. F. Dawson Yea; Mrs. R. M. Fisher Yea; D. L. 

Stygler Yea; Jess Fitzwater Yea; Philip Shiffler Yea; W. 

X. Brown Yea;

Motion Carried.

A motion by B. F. Dawson that we adjourn.

Motion Carried.

S. C. Stone                      A. C. Dickerson

Clerk of Council              Mayor



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 

1922 Meeting held July 7, 1922

Council met at Special Called 

Session for the purpose of submitting 

to the prosecuting attorney for the 

issuance of bonds for electric lights.

Roll was called and following 

members present: A. C. Dickerson, 

Mayor Council: W. X. Brown, Mrs. 

Fisher, B. F. Dawson, Jess Fitzwater, D. 

L. Stygler, Philip Shiffler

A motion made by W. X. Brown, sec. 

by Phil Shiffler that the Clerk be 

authorized to submit to the prosecuting 

attorney the resolution passed by 

Council - calling an election for the 

issue of bonds for electricity, also to 

ask if under such resolution it will 

permit the sale of electricity to 

individual citizens for street lighting.

Vote: W. X. Brown Yea, D. L. Stygler 

Yea, Philip Shiffler Yea, Jess Fitzwater 

Yea, B. F. Dawson Yea, Mrs. R. M. 

Fisher Yea Motion Carried.

A motion by BF Dawson that we 

adjourn to next regular meeting

Motion Carried

S. C. Stone             A.C. Dickerson

Clerk                        MayorResolution to install electric lighting 



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1922
Regular meeting of Council of the Village of Gahanna, Ohio, was held Dec. 13,  1922

Council called to order by Mayor Dickerson. Following were present at roll call: Marshal 

Dawson. Councilmen: Shiffler, Fitzwater, B. F. Dawson, Brown, Stygler. Mrs. Laura Fisher absent.

Minutes of previous meeting read &amp; approved.

Moved by B. F. Dawson that an order be drawn on Treas. for $4.00 in favor of G. E. Heinrich for 

repair on sewer drop cover on Mill St. Seconded by Brown.

Vote:Shiffler – Yea,Fitzwater – Yea, Brown – Yea,Stygler – Yea, Dawson – Yea,Fisher – Absent

Motion Carried

Moved by Dawson, seconded by Shiffler that ordinance granting permission to the 

Columbus Railway Power and; Light Company to erect poles and appurtenances thereto 

for the purpose of furnishing electric current for light and power to the residents of 

Gahanna be read for the first time.

Vote: Shiffler–Yea, Brown–Yea, Dawson–Yea, Stygler–Yea, Fitzwater–Yea, Fisher Absent

Motion Carried

Moved by Brown, seconded by Fitzwater that the resignation of A. C. Dickerson, Mayor, be

accepted effective Dec. 14, 1922.

Vote:Shiffler–Yea,Brown–Yea,Dawson–Yea, Stygler–Yea,Fitzwate –Yea, Fisher–Absent

Motion Carried

Moved by Fitzwater, seconded by Shiffler that a Yea and Nay vote be taken on election of Pres. 

of Council. Said election to take effect Dec. 14, 1922.

Vote Results: Fitzwater – Stygler,Dawson – Stygler,Brown – Stygler,Stygler – Brown, Shiffler –

Stygler, Fisher – Absent

Stygler was duly elected.

Dawson moved that Council adjourn.

Council adjourned.

M. H. Fulton                                                       A. C. Dickerson

Clerk                                                                    Mayor



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1922
Historical Highlights of Council–Village of Gahanna 1922

● Transition from Gas to Electric Lighting

● Ordinance and Franchise Regulation

● Street and Sewer Maintenance

● Clean-Up and Sanitation Orders

● Chronic Budget Shortfalls

● Administrative Turnover

● Utility Franchise Negotiations

● Damage Liability for Public Property

Conclusion for the calendar year of 1922
Gahanna’s #39’s council in 1922 embodied responsive, hands-on 

municipal governance. Council members addressed the 

everyday needs of a growing village while undertaking the 

ambitious and transformative task of bringing electricity to 

residents. Though often constrained by funding and dependent 

on volunteerism, Council conducted its business with attention 

to due process, community input, and legal integrity. The year 

ended with new leadership, new infrastructure partnerships, and 

a community on the brink of modern illumination.Ordinance to install electricity 



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1923
Meeting held January 3, 1923

Council of Village of Gahanna, Ohio, met on Jan. 3, 1923 at 8:00 P.M.

Meeting called to order by Mayor Stygler. Reading of minutes. Calling of the roll.

Following members were present: Dawson, Shiffler, Brown, Fitzwater, Mrs. 

Fisher.

R.B. Price was sworn in by Mayor to fill unexpired term of D.L. Stygler, who was 

elected Mayor.

Discussion concerning the matter of taking flag pole down, account being 

in decayed condition. Advisability of taking it down was left with the street 

committee. Their report to be submitted at next meeting.

Street lighting proposition was then taken up and discussed. Final decision 

was to turn off all public street lights on January 4, 1923, and to hold mass 

meeting at Presbyterian Church on Monday January 8, 1923. 

Clerk instructed to write up some notices concerning mass meeting.

Brown moved to adjourn to meet in regular session Wed. night January 10, 1923. 

Seconded by Shiffler.

Motion Carried.

Council adjourned.

M.H. Fulton                                             D.L. Stygler

Clerk                                                       Mayor



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1923
Regular meeting of Council of Village of Gahanna, Ohio, January 10, 1923.

Meeting called to order by Mayor Stygler.

Calling of roll. Following members of Council were present: B.F. Dawson, 

Philip Shiffler, W.X. Brown, Mrs. Fisher, J.B. Fitzwater, R.B. Price.

Reading and adopting of minutes.

Report  of Street Committee concerning taking down flag pole. - Street 

Committee recommended that flagpole be removed.

Fitzwater moved that flagpole be cut off two feet above gas light. Seconded 

by Fisher.

Motion carried.

Discussion concerning electric lights by Mr. Wolls of Columbus Railway 

Power and Light Company

Report of light committee by W.W. Fisher. Amount taken by public 

subscription $66.00 to date.

Dawson moved to adjourn to meet at regular meeting January 24th. 

Seconded by Shiffler.

Motion carried

Council adjourned.

M.H. Fulton                                                               D.L. Stygler            

Clerk                                                                         Mayor



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1923

Statement of the number of lights 

now burning

Beginning at the Bridge going North

1 two mantle light -

1 two mantle light - Mill and; Walnut

1 mantle light - between Walnut and; N. 

St.

1 two mantle light - Mill and; North

Beginning South High St.

1 two mantle light - High and; Dickerson

1 one mantle light - at alley and; High

1 two mantle light - High and; Granville

1 two mantle light - High and; Town

1 two mantle light - High and; Walnut

1 one mantle light - High and; North St.

Going East on North St.

1 one mantle light - near School St

1 one mantle light - J. Benedict

Beginning North on Shepard St

1 one mantle light - J. Bender

1 one mantle light - alley South

1 one mantle light- Shepard and; Walnut

1 one mantle light - School and; Walnut

1 one mantle light - School and; Town

1 one mantle light - M.E. Church

Total No. Mantles – 25

Going East on Granville

1 two mantle light - front Presby. Church

Clark and; Oklahoma Street

1 one mantle light 

New Lighting 

Plan for the 

Village of 

Gahanna (1923)



Village of Gahanna Council Minutes from 1923
Historical Highlights of Council–Village of Gahanna 1923

● Traffic and Safety Regulations

● Public Utilities Oversight

● Street Repairs and Maintenance

● Stormwater and Alley Management

● Street Lighting and Financial Hardship

● Rent and Utility Pressures

● Appointments and Transitions

● Community Engagement and Use of Public Space

Conclusion for the calendar year of 1923
The Village of Gahanna reveals a local government 

navigating the tension between limited resources and 

increasing civic demands. Through procedural integrity and 

a commitment to public welfare, council members enacted 

meaningful ordinances, maintained vital infrastructure, and 

set in motion long-term solutions for funding public 

services. Their records reflect a year of steady leadership 

and measured progress, for the village’s development.Tax Levy for 1923, 1924 and 1925



Fisher named Township Farm Bureau Nursing 

Leader

Columbus Dispatch - November 4th, 1924



Honor Fisher graduates Gahanna

Columbus Dispatch: May 17th 1925

Honor

Fisher
Gahanna

Basketball

Team

Varsity

Captain

1925

Gahanna: Mifflin and Jefferson Township History Book





Laura Fisher to help judge at annual Gahanna Fair

Columbus Dispatch: Sept. 30th, 1926



Gahanna Fair 1940

Gahanna in 1940 and a snapshot of the local community fair. Look close, you'll see some of Gahanna's pioneers in their younger days.

Village of Gahanna Fair Video from 1940 (3 minutes)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVFCzNuUkOc


Mr. Ross Fisher leads Gahanna Troop

Columbus Dispatch Nov. 27th, 1927

Mr. Ross Fisher brings Gahanna Troop 

back

Columbus Dispatch Feb. 23rd, 1924



Mrs. Ross Fisher represents Gahanna for the Christmas Seal Campaign

Columbus Evening Dispatch - November 12th, 1930



Columbus Dispatch - June 20th, 1931

Fisher names committee for better Homes and Garden



1932 Ross Fisher moved to Summit Station, Pataskala and opened a grocery store



Ross Fisher also opened another general store in Lewisburg, Ohio in 1932



Train near Gahanna kills W.W. Fisher brother to Ross Fisher

Columbus Evening 

Dispatch

September 29th, 1936



Tri-Community News: May 27th, 1937

After W.W. Fisher dies, Fisher Bros. store is sold to W. 

Shadwick



1940 GahannaFair

A peek back in time when Gahanna was a Village and times were much simpler

The Village of Gahanna’s businesses, owners and workers in early 1940 (4 minutes)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuPoAOus4OU


Laura May Blue Fisher

Obituary: 1879-1951

Mrs. Laura May Blue Fisher, 71, wife of Ross Fisher, 

resident of Depot Street, Johnstown, died Tuesday in 

a Columbus Hospital, where she been a patient two 

weeks. Mrs. Fisher was a former resident of Summit 

Station and came to Johnstown a year ago. Besides 

her husband, she leaves a son, Honor J. Fisher of 

Johnstown and a grandson; also a brother, Howard 

Blue of Marysville and a sister, Mrs. Ada Goff of 

Richwood. Born March 10, 1879, in Byhalia, Union 

County, she was the daughter of Jacob and Samantha 

(Van Buskirk) Blue. Mrs. Fisher was a member of the 

Methodist Church of Summit Station and was a past 

matron of Caledonia Chapter, Order of the Eastern 

Star Lodge of New Albany. The funeral will be held at 2 

p.m. Thursday in the Crouse and Son funeral home in 

Johnstown with the Rev. Samuel E. Bruner of Summit 

Station and the Rev. W. F. McFarlan of Johnstown 

officiating. Burial will be made in Green Hill Cemetery.



Honor J. Fisher - 57 years old - Obituary

Columbus Dispatch - May 23rd, 1965



Obituary: Ross M. Fisher

1877-1970

Funeral services for Ross M. Fisher, 93, of 

Johnstown, will be at 2 p.m. Thursday in the 

chapel of the Crouse and Son Funeral Home, 

with the Rev. Homer Thompson officiating. 

Burial will be in Green Hill Cemetery. Mr. Fisher 

died Monday in the Licking County Home. He 

was born March 13, 1877 in Scioto County. Mr. 

Fisher was a former grocer in Gahanna and 

Summit Station, a member of the Center Lodge 

No. 86 F. & AM of Johnstown, and the United 

Methodist Church at Summit Station. Surviving 

are one grandson, Carroll Fisher of Westerville, 

Ohio; and four nieces. His wife, Laura Fisher, 

died in 1951. Friends may call at the funeral 

home anytime today. There will be Masonic 

services in the funeral home at 7:30 p.m. today. 

Ross was indeed born in 1877 in Scioto County, 

Ohio, per his SSDI and WW I Draft Card.
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