






















 
200 S. Hamilton Road, Gahanna, OH  43230 

Phone(614)342-4010  Fax(614)342-4100 
 

 

 
April 26, 2018 
 
Kayla Selhorst 
349 Carpenter 
Gahanna, OH 43230 
 
RE:   Project 349 Carpenter Rd Fence Varaiance 
  
Dear Kayla Selhorst: 
 
The following comments were generated from the review of the submitted plans and documents for the 
referenced project.   
 

Parks - Complete 
 

1. I have no concerns allowing this variance. Caution should be used digging around the tree not to 
damage roots. 

 
 

Fire District - Complete 

 
2. The fire division is ok with this plan and has no comment.  Residential fences do not fall under the 

authority of the Ohio Fire Code.  
 
 

Public Service & Engineering - Complete 
 

3. I have no comments on this application. 
 
 

Building - Approval 
 

4. No Comment 
 
 

Community Development - Complete 
 

5. No objection with the request.  Please see staff report for details. 
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        349 Carpenter Rd 

 

 

Public Safety - Complete 

 
6. No Comment Received 

 
 

Soil & Water Conservation District - Complete 
 

7. No Comment received.  
 
 
 
 
If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at kelly.wicker@gahanna.gov or (614) 342-4025. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Wicker 
Administrative Assistant 





                                         

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STAFF REPORT 

Request Summary 
The applicant is requesting a variance to allow for a privacy fence in the side yard of their home at 349 
Carpenter Road.  The property has an existing fence that has become worn and in need of replacement.  
They would like to replace the fence with a 6’ vinyl fence.  The height of the fence is allowed by code, 
but not the style. A fence permit was issued for the site that allowed for a picket fence in the side yard.  
The applicant would like to maintain the privacy fence in this area and has requested a variance.  Letters 
of support from neighbors have been provided.   

Variances to permissible fence type in the side yard has been periodically requested and granted.  Staff 
has no objections to this request but would suggest that Planning Commission and staff look at this 
section of code and determine if it is in need of updating.  If variances are to be routinely granted, the 
zoning code should reflect privacy fences as permissible. 

Variance 
Requests to vary the requirements of the code related to fencing is subject to Chapter 1171.05.  In 
determining whether a property owner seeking an area variance has encountered practical difficulties, 
Planning Commission shall consider and weigh the following factors:  
A. Whether the property in question will yield a reasonable return or whether there can be any 
beneficial use of the property without the variance;  
B. Whether the variance is substantial;  
C. Whether the essential character of the neighborhood would be substantially altered or whether 
adjoining properties would suffer a substantial detriment as a result of the variance;  
D. Whether the variance would adversely affect the delivery of governmental services (e.g., water, 
sewer, refuse);  
E. Whether the property owner purchased the property with the knowledge of the zoning restriction;  
F. Whether the property owner's predicament feasibly can be obviated through some method other 
than a variance;  
G. Whether the spirit and intent behind the zoning requirement would be observed and substantial 
justice done by granting the variance;  
H. Whether the fence is sufficiently compatible with the architectural and design character of the 
immediate neighborhood; and  
I. Whether the fence will be hazardous to passing traffic or otherwise detrimental to the public safety 
and welfare.  
 
In granting such variance, the Planning Commission may specify the size, type and location of the fence, 
and impose such other reasonable terms, restrictions and conditions as it may deem to be in the public 
interest.  
 



                                         

 
“HERB CAPITAL OF OHIO” 

200 SOUTH HAMILTON ROAD, GAHANNA, OH 43230 
614-342-4000 PHONE  614-342-4100 FAX  WWW.GAHANNA.GOV 

Staff supports this variance request.  Allowing the replacement of the existing privacy fence is 
advantageous to a possible alternative which is to replace only a portion of the fence.  Two different 
styles of fence would be more impactful than granting the variance.   
 
Should the variance be granted, staff would recommend that Planning Commission and staff evaluate 
the code to see if a change is necessary. 
 
Location Map 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  
Michael Blackford, AICP 
Deputy Director 


